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THE KIDS ARE BACK 
TO SCHOOL...
It’s time to do something for you.

Lose weight and feel great. Lose 10% of your 
body weight - or more - with the Lean for Life 
program*. The 10 week program is offered 
exclusively at our Sutter Express Care clinics 
inside Rite Aid in Natomas and Greenhaven. 

Sign up Today! Lean for Life is part of the new 
Sutter Weight Management Institute.

Natomas: 2751 Del Paso Road

Greenhaven: 980 Florin Road

Open 7 days a week.
sutterexpresscare.org
Lean for Life is a registered trademark of Lindora, LLC.
*Patients lose on average a total of 10% of their starting weight in 10 weeks

Register Now!
Seating is limited.
(916) 781-4035

checksutterfirst.org/heart

Get back into the BEAT!
Atrial Fibrillation Community Forum
Atrial fibrillation (Afib) affects 2.7 million Americans, and while it can be controlled through 
medical management, sometimes surgical intervention may be needed. As medicine evolves 
we are relying less on pharmaceuticals and more on interventional treatments and minimally 
invasive surgery. Learn about your options for Afib management at our free community forum.

Afib 101: Richard P. Ericson, M.D., Cardiologist

Interventional Treatment: Thomas Tadros, M.D., Electrophysiologist

Minimally Invasive Surgery:  James Longoria, M.D., Cardiovascular Surgeon

Where?
Sutter Cancer Center, First Floor Conference Rooms
2800 L St., Sacramento, CA 95816
Free Parking Garage:  29th St. between K & L Streets

When?
Thursday, November 6, 2014
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Get ready for a night of fright when 
the Sacramento Asian Pacific Film Festi-
val presents Slate 2.0! The festival returns 
to Sacramento on Saturday, Oct. 25, spot-
lighting Asian horror flicks, as well as film 
projects from the API Student Horror 
Film Challenge. Plus, YOU are invited to 
participate in an onstage horror and cos-
tume contest. Set to go from 3 to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Guild Theater, 2828 35th St. Ad-
vanced tickets until Oct. 17 are $12; students, $8; seniors, 65-plus $8; and at the door, $15. 
For more information visit www.SAPFF.org.

A horrifying challenge:
Local youth to present their films at student horror film challenge
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the facility usage by permit cat-
egory, just like all of the oth-
er facilities on campus (gyms, 
classrooms, auditorium, etc.).  

The permanent fencing 
should be completed by this 
Friday and then Kennedy 
High School will be able to 
secure the stadium.  Principal 
Switzer has been sharing with 
the community that the track 
will not be open for use as it 
had been previously. SCUSD 
has a seven million plus dol-
lar investment in the track and 
field and must ensure its stew-
ardship and longevity.

I want the track facilities 
to be available for use to the 
community, and will be work-
ing on some accommodation. 
I know of a few people who 
live in Davis and they went 
through the same growing 
pains when their stadium was 
built  In Davis, the commu-
nity went to the City Council 
asking for the stadium to be 
open on Saturday mornings 
and the City paid the bill to 
have a custodian open it each 
Saturday for joggers, walkers 
and other users. I have shared 
this thought with staff of our 
city councilmember and will 
be bringing the same idea to 
the councilmember elect.

Maria Haro-Sullivan: I cur-
rently serve on the district’s 
Bond Oversight Commit-
tee. Last year when we toured 
John F Kennedy High School 
for the proposed improvement 
to the track, I voiced your con-
cerns. I spoke with Cathy Al-
len, SCUSD Associate Super-
intendent for Facility Support 
Services, Principal Sweitzer, 
Board Member Woo and oth-
er committee members regard-
ing public use of the track. The 
response I received was “Not 
for public use.” In my view, this 
track was built with public dol-
lars, therefore public should 
have access. I propose SCUSD 
and City of Sacramento enter 
in to a joint use agreement.  At 
a time when youth in the Pock-
et lack places to recreate and 
engage in healthy activities after 
school, the district’s decision to 
keep the public from using the 
track, and particularly our own 
Pocket board member’s unwill-
ingness to advocate to open the 
track for the community’s use, 
is just another example of how 
disconnected they are with the 
needs of our community. 

When it comes to teacher 
retiree medical benefits, will 
you follow the contract?
Maria Haro-Sullivan: As far 
as I understand, a contract em-
bodies the agreement between 
two parties. By the very nature 
of this question, I am led to be-
lieve there are concerns with 
the school board not following 
through with its commitments 
as prescribed by contracts they 
have agreed to. If elected as 
board member, unless I want 
to open the district up for liti-
gation, I think it is my respon-
sibility to enforce contracts 
that have been approved. Yet, I 
think this issue speaks to a cou-
ple of troubling issues. First, if 
the school board has decided 
not to fulfill its commitments, 
I think they are disregarding 
the bad example they are send-
ing our children that it is ok to 
break your word. Secondly, it 
speaks to a board that rubber 
stamps contracts without real-
ly knowing what they approve, 
if they later feel like they don’t 
want them anymore. 

Darrel Woo: Yes

Why aren’t we promoting 
our school district to attract 
students from out of the 
district?
Darrel Woo: The District 
should be doing a better job 
at promoting the high points 
and successes within the Dis-
trict. I recently led a discussion 
asking the Superintendent to 

work with his communica-
tions director and the princi-
pals to put in place an advertis-
ing promotional plan to attract 
students from out of the dis-
trict, where there is a need. For 
example, knowing that there 
is a waiting list for Yav Pem 
Suab Charter Academy, Area 
6, Hmong dual immersion 
language school, the District 
should be actively promoting 
to that waiting list and others 
that the District has its own 
Hmong Immersion program 
at Susan B. Elementary, only a 
couple miles away.

Maria Haro-Sullivan: Not 
only do we need to promote the 
schools to increase enrollment, 
we also need to keep students we 
have enrolled. The board’s deci-
sion to close 7 schools last year 
resulted in a loss of enrollment. 
The district and the board knew 
the school closures would result 
in a loss of enrollment. SCUSD 
staff included projections on the 
loss of enrollment the district 
would suffer if school closures 
were approved. Not only did the 
district lose enrollment as result 
of the 7 school closures, the clo-
sures have cost the district more 
money than the savings they 
were projected to generate.

What is the selection process 
of new hires and why aren’t 
more minority teachers being 
hired to meet the needs 
with schools with a high 
percentage of ethnic groups? 

Maria Haro-Sullivan: This 
issue is district wide issue. 
SCUSD human resourc-
es should do a better job of 
recruiting highly qualified 
teachers who also reflect the 
student they serve. 

Darrel Woo: From what I can 
see the District has been do-
ing a good job reaching out to 
attract new hires, particularly 
minority teaches reflecting the 
community as a whole. The is-
sue has been teacher retention 
because of continuing budget 
problems. Each year that I have 
served, the District has had to 
issue layoff notices, and in the 
first three years of my service, 
one hundred and twenty mil-
lion plus dollars in budget cuts. 
For those teachers without ten-
ure, they are simply notified 
that they will have no place the 
following year. Many of these 
untenured newly minted teach-
ers are ethnic minorities.

I have worked hard, making 
difficult decisions to balance 
the budget. Because of these 
difficult decisions, SCUSD 
has never been leaner. SCUSD 
is poised to receive a budget 
which will not include the need 
for dramatic cuts. If there are 
no drastic cuts, there would 
be few if any layoffs and all the 

new ethnic minority teachers 
can stay and earn tenure.  

How do you feel about 
future school closures and 
the closure policy? 
Darrel Woo: School clo-
sures are always disruptive to a 
school district with community 
schools, such as SCUSD.  Af-
ter the worst four budget years 
in a generation, coupled with 
declining enrollment, and many 
budget cuts, including sacrifices 
made by our teachers and other 
union partners, there remained 
few options remaining with 
which to balance the budget. 
Since the year 2000, district en-
rollment had fallen from a high 
of 52,000 to 42,000 students. 
In this time, two schools were 
closed (formerly Bear Flag and 
Lisbon Elementary Schools) 
but none since, within Area 6. 

I believe that because school 
closures are so disruptive to 
neighborhoods, that any clo-
sure should be available as an 
option, but exercised extreme-
ly rarely, and only when all 
other options have been ex-
plored. Based on what I know 
of the district’s budget, this re-
cent decision to close sever-
al schools kept SCUSD from 

Moderated by California 
State University, Sacramento 
debate coach Jared Anderson, 
the Pocket News and Next-
Door Pocket joined together 
on Sunday, Oct. 5 at the Gen-
evieve Didion School gym to 
provide an engaging one hour 
debate between Pocket area 
school board candidates in-
cumbent Darrel Woo and chal-
lenger Maria Haro-Sullivan. 
After the debate, some audi-
ence members wrote questions 

on three-by-five cards. Here 
are your neighbors’ questions 
followed by unadulterated re-
sponses from the candidates. 
If you don’t see your question 
here, look for it in the next is-
sue of the Pocket News.

Why can’t we (the public) 
use the new track facilities at 
Kennedy High School? A lot 
of runners and neighborhood 
folks were asking it before 
and are disappointed.

Darrel Woo: When I was first 
elected to the school board, I 
found that the district’s fiscal 
situation was really in the neg-
ative. I was looking for every 
possible means to stop money 
from being used in the class-
room. Amongst part of my 
budget review role, I asked for 
an audit of after school facil-
ity use. I wanted to know the 
use policy, revenue generated 
or cost to the district. I sought 
equitable use for all our neigh-
borhood schools, but more 
importantly, I wanted to en-
sure that these extracurricular 
uses were cost neutral; in oth-
er words, did not cost the dis-
trict additional monies. 

Turns out that the district 
had no consistent execution of 
policy, and the policy in place 
cost the district to the benefit 
of the users. A use policy was 
adopted for classrooms, gyms 
and fields, with an appropri-
ate fee schedule, graduated in 
accordance with the user cat-
egory. With this new Kenne-
dy High School track, the new 
stadium and track will fall into 

School board candidates respond: 
Debate audience asks questions, here are some answers

Photos by Monica Stark
School board incumbent Darrel Woo and challenger Maria Haro-Sullivan 
participated in a debate at a forum on Sunday, Oct. 5 at Genevieve Didion School.

See School board, page 5

School board:
Continued from page 4

See Candidates, page 23
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By LANCE ARMSTRONG
Lance@valcomnews.com

Editor’s Note: This is part four 
in a series regarding historic 
Asian districts of Sacramento.

Among the earliest cul-
tural histories of Sacra-
mento is that of the Chi-
nese, who established their 
own Chinatown in today’s 
downtown area during the 
Gold Rush era.

The Chinatown of Sac-
ramento, which was known 
to its residents as Yee Fow, 
was located along I Street, 
primarily from 2nd to 6th 
Street, and was a sort of city 
within the city, in which lo-
cal Chinese could survive 
without speaking English.

Yee Fow is translated as 
“Second City,” as it was the 
second city to the “Big City” 
of San Francisco, which was 
referred to by Chinese peo-
ple as Dai Fow.

The Chinatowns in Marys-
ville and Stockton were known 
as Sam Fow (“Third City”).

As its own small commu-
nity, Sacramento’s China-

town, whose original resi-
dents were almost entirely 
immigrants from the prov-
ince of Guangdong, had a 
wide variety of business-
es, including general stores, 
restaurants, hotels and 
laundries.

Sacramento’s Chinatown 
was initially centralized in 
buildings on I Street, be-
tween 5th and 6th streets. 
It later expanded to stretch 
from its aforementioned 
main area of 2nd to 6th 
streets.

An early account of  the 
Chinese district of  Sacra-
mento and its people was 
included in a lecture by 
the Rev. Joseph Augus-
tine Benton, pastor of  the 
First Church of  Christ in 
Sacramento.

In the written version of 
that lecture, which was pub-
lished in 1853, are the fol-
lowing words: “For two 
blocks, almost, these chil-
dren of the sun and moon 
were in possession of the 
buildings, of every descrip-
tion. They had trading 
houses, lodging houses, car-

penter shops, restaurants, 
gambling rooms and broth-
els; and were, many of them, 
evidently getting into ‘fast’ 
ways. Some wore their hair, 
and had garments on, pre-
cisely like Americans.”

In another early account 
of Chinatown, and a por-

tion of its vicinity, The 
Sacramento Union, in 
its Nov. 8, 1852 edition, 
notes: “I Street has grown 
more than ever in impor-
tance. Escaping as it did, 
almost entirely from the 
ruinous effects of the con-
flagration (which swept 

through about 85 percent 
of the city on Nov. 2 and 
3, 1852), thousands of per-
sons throng it daily – ve-
hicles of all kinds are con-
stantly passing backwards 
and forwards, bearing the 
rescued household effects 
to different points of desti-
nation – and the Chinese, 
particularly, have convert-
ed it into their K Street, 
where the entire portion of 
that population resort.

“Above Fifth (Street), they 
are opening up places of busi-
ness, and appear to have im-
bibed a large degree of that 
American feeling which 
knows no stop under adverse 
circumstances.”

Sacramento’s Chinatown 
was certainly a lively place 
during the Gold Rush.

In the same manner in 
which various other cultures 
purchased mining supplies on 
J and K streets and other lo-
cations en route to the gold 
fields, Chinese purchased 
mining supplies on I Street.

In regard to early Chinese 
population figures for the 
Sacramento area, various re-
cords exist.

A special, 1852 state cen-
sus recognizes 804 Chinese 
(794 males and 10 females) 

as then residing in Sacramen-
to County.

According to the 1860 U.S. 
Census, at least 600 Chinese 
were then living in the Sacra-
mento area.

An 1860 accounting of 
children residing with-
in the four school districts 
in which the city was then-
divided includes the total 
of 128 Chinese and Indi-
an “children” (under the age 
of 21). That figure and oth-
ers were presented by F.D. 
Chamberlin, the school 
marshal at that time.

A decade later, the cen-
sus noted that 1,371 Chinese 
were then residents of the 
capital city.

The 1880 census recognizes 
1,781 Chinese as then living 
in Sacramento, and later cen-
sus records reported 1,733 in 
1890 and 1,065 in 1900.

Although research for this 
article resulted in no record 
pertaining to when the first 
Chinese person or people 
came to Sacramento, a Chi-
nese community was certain-
ly developing in the area by 
the early 1850s.

On July 10, 1850, the 
Sacramento Transcript re-
ported that the Comsung 
Hotel on 2nd Street, near 
J Street, was in operation 
under the proprietorship 
of Cum Sing.

The hotel included a restau-
rant with dinners, tea service 
and a fan, which hung over a 
table. The article notes that 
the fan was “kept in motion 
by an invisible power.”

Entertainment, including 
public celebrations, was an 
important part of the lives of 
Chinatown residents.

The Union, in its Sept. 
28, 1852 edition, report-

ed that during the previ-
ous evening, a festive event, 
which included the set-
ting off of firecrackers for 
about a half-hour, was held 
in Chinatown.

The 4th of July-like gath-
ering of the local Chinese 
caused about 200 curious 
outsiders to be drawn to 
the area.

During the summer of 
1853, an artist named Ay-yet 
opened a Daguerrean art gal-
lery in Chinatown.

A barbershop was men-
tioned in the Jan. 5, 1854 edi-
tion of The Union as oper-
ating on I Street in the city’s 
Chinese district.

On July 13, 1854, anoth-
er one of Sacramento City’s 
great fires made its way to 
Chinatown.

The following day’s edition 
of The Union notes: “The Chi-
nese are literally left house-
less.” 

All of the Chinese occu-
pied structures on I Street, 
between 5th and 6th 
streets, were destroyed, 
along with “Spanish and 
Chinese” occupied hous-
es on I Street, between 3rd 
and 4th streets, and more 
than a dozen Chinese shan-
ties on 5th Street, between 
I and J streets.

In being that the great 
fire of 1854 originated in a 
small frame building on the 
block bounded by 3rd, 4th, 
J and K streets, the city’s 
Chinese had sufficient time 
to move many of their pos-
sessions to safe grounds.

The rebuilding of China-
town occurred quickly, as is 
evident by references to the 
existence of structures and 
Chinese activities in the area 
during the post-fire part of 
the same year.

For instance, The Union, in 
its Aug. 8, 1854 edition, re-

fers to a Chinese bank on I 
Street.

A reference to the re-cre-
ated Chinatown appears 
in The Union’s Dec. 5, 
1854 edition, which notes 
that Chinatown residents 
packed balconies of build-
ings along I Street to view a 
funeral procession.

Chinatown’s first theater, 
the Canton Chinese The-
ater, opened on I Street in 
early 1855.

Unfortunately for the the-
ater’s owner and manage-
ment, for some time, a sign 
that had mistakenly read, 
“Tailor,” instead of “Theater,” 
hung at the premises.

The Union reported on 
May 4, 1855 that a fire, 
which threatened China-
town, occurred during the 
previous morning on the 
west side of  5th Street, 
between I and J Street. 
The fire was quickly ex-
tinguished.

Chinatown was not as 
fortunate on July 3, 1855, 

when a fire, which originat-
ed on the second floor of the 
Sze-Yap Co. on I Street, be-
tween 5th and 6th streets, 
caused the destruction of 
the entire block above 5th 
Street, including the trian-
gle created by the levee and 
6th and I streets.

With the use of wa-
ter suctioned by Engine 
Co. No. 3 from the near-
by Sutter Lake (aka Chi-
na Slough), the then newly 
dedicated Chinese Chapel 
at 6th and H streets was 
saved from destruction.

The Union, in its follow-
ing day report of the fire, 
noted: “ The loss falls heav-
ily on the Chinese tenants 
who were variously en-
gaged there as merchants, 
butchers, barbers, restau-
rateurs, (etc.).

“ The total loss is vari-
ously estimated at from 
$65,000 to $100,000. We 
are inclined to think that 
the former estimate is cor-
rect, from the following list 

of losses furnished us by an 
agent of one of the Chinese 
companies.”

Despite its tragedies, Chi-
natown continued to perse-
vere and progress.

A Chinese language news-
paper, which was known as 
Chinese News, was first 
printed in Sacramento in 
December 1856. It con-
tinued to be published for 
nearly two years.

The News, which sold for 
25 cents per copy, was the 
city’s first foreign language 
newspaper.

It was initially print-
ed as a daily, but later ap-
peared as a tri-weekly. Ul-
timately, it was published 
with irregularity – some-
times weekly and other 
times monthly.

The publication’s editor 
and publisher was Ze Too 
Yune, who used the alias 
Hung Tai.

Too Yune had proposed 
to revive the paper, but that 
plan never materialized.

Chinatown established in Sacramento City during Gold Rush era

Photo courtesy of Lawrence Tom 
Sacramento’s Chinatown, which was known to its residents as Yee Fow (“Second City”) was founded during the Gold Rush 
era along I Street. This 1873 illustration highlights I Street, the Sacramento River to the west, and to the north, Sutter Lake 
(aka China Slough), a body of water that no longer exists today.

See Chinatown, page 7

Chinatown:
Continued from page 6
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For no-cost/in-home assessment, 

call  877- 404-6636

help at home

• Light housekeeping 
• Meal preparation
• Med reminders • Errands
• Dementia care • Bathing
         & Much More

Caring, In-Home Assistance & Companionship

HELP AT HOME 
Senior Care

document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

nursing supervised home care

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

attention!

senior care available

Your services are needed
call melissa todaY 
to place Your ad

(916) 429-9901

‘This is Where I Leave You’
The MPAA has rated this R

Warner Brothers’ “This is Where I Leave You” is based 
on a book written by Jonathan Tropper, who adapted 
the screenplay himself, offering a playground for the tal-
ents of Jane Fonda, Jason Batemen, and Tina Fey. 

This snarky comedy is set in the childhood home of a 
large family whose patriarch has died. His widow, played 
by Fonda, wants all the siblings under one roof for seven 
days in keeping with her late husband’s wishes. 

This movie features several of today’s bright quick 
wits, including Adam Driver, Rose Byrne, Corey 
Stoll, Kathryn Hahn and, playing someone not so 
quick, Timothy Olyphant.  

The expected childhood rivalries resurface, and lost 
loves are reinvestigated. The majority of the story fol-
lows Jason Bateman’s character, Judd Altman, who is 
trying to conceal from his family a recent personal loss, 
which is forced out of him at an inappropriate mo-
ment by Tina Fey.

This is a fun comedy that will please most peo-
ple and likely will resonate with movie patrons that 
came from large families.  I was delighted to see Jane 
Fonda on the big screen again, and enjoyed her  “re-
vealing” performance.

Tina Fey, who is a quick and brilliant comedienne, 
has never been one of my favorites in spite of her enor-
mous and clever talent.  However, in this picture, she 

has some very fine screen moments near the end, which 
I found most effective. The photography by Terry Sta-
cey is excellent. It is directed by Shawn Levy.

“The Best of Me”
Not Rated by the MPAA

Relativity Media offers us a romantic and sad love sto-
ry, “The Best of Me”.  Produced by Denise Di Novi, it is a 
very handsome production largely due in part to the pho-
tography of Oliver Stapleton and the production design 
of Patrizia von Brandenstein.  Based on a romance nov-
el by Nicholas Sparks, this movie stars James Marsden 
as Dawson and Michelle Monaghan as Amanda, teen 
sweethearts that encounter each other many years later.

Dawson returns to his hometown when he hears 
news of the passing of a close friend that encouraged 
him through his difficult teen years, fraught with abuse 
from his white trash father.  Through a series of flash-
backs, the story of the complex relationship of Dawson 
and Amanda unfolds.  Socially awkward, Dawson is 
aggressively courted by Amanda in their teen years. 

This movie, for the most part, I would imagine 
is directed at the avid reader of the romance nov-
el, and for that audience, along with teenage girls, 
it should be a nice date movie.  There are some ef-
fective performances other than our leads, especial-
ly from Gerald McRaney as Tuck, who you may re-
member from "Simon and Simon".  There's a very 

creepy performance from Sean Bridgers as Daw-
son's father. 

A new actor, Robby Rasmussen, had the chance 
to play two roles: that of a young father, and later in 
the story, that same man's son.  The adult leads in 
the present day sequences are good with the materi-
al, although the camera does seem to linger long on 
Mr. Marsden to please the target audience.

Matias Bombal’s Hollywood

See Solutiono, page 24
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 By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Life is what you make it 
and you can be happy, suc-
cessful and productive even 
with a significant disabili-
ty. That’s the message sur-
rounding Pocket author 
Laurie Hoirup award-win-
ning “I Can Dance: My Life 
with a Disability” memoir, 
as she lives her life today, in-
creasing the awareness of, 
and living successfully with 
a significant disability. 

Living with a disability since 
the age of 2, and having used 
a wheelchair since the age of 
5, Laurie requires full person-
al care, which includes dress-
ing, grooming, bathing, toilet-
ing, feeding and most other 
things. However, she has had 
a very successful life, in spite 
of her limitations, as she ex-
plained to the Pocket News. 

“I am married, I have two 
adult children – a son and a 

daughter, who are both mar-
ried and have blessed me 
with three wonderful grand-
sons and another grand-
child on the way (hoping 
for a granddaughter). I have 
been a director of a nonprof-
it agency providing services 
to individuals with disabili-
ties and I have also been the 
Chief Deputy Director for 
the State Council on Devel-
opmental Disabilities, ap-
pointed by (former) Gov. 
(Arnold) Schwarzenegger. 
I am presently retired and 
writing. I am very pleased to 
say that my first book ‘I Can 
Dance: My Life with a Dis-
ability’ won first place in my 
first writing competition.”

Laurie belongs to a group 
called the Northern Cali-
fornia Publishers and Au-
thors and presently holds 
the treasurer position. Each 
year the organization hosts 
an annual writing competi-
tion for its members, which 

is approximately 90 mem-
bers. Laurie entered her 
book into the nonfiction, 
general category, where she 
won first place. Excited and 
proud over her big win, she 
proudly said of the hon-
or, “My first book, my first 
fighting competition, my 
first place!”

Over the course of 257 
pages (with a size 14 font for 
ADA compliance), Laurie’s 
book is strictly not a “how 
to” book. In fact, she chose 
the title because she shares 
several stories of dancing 
throughout the book and 
she knows that most peo-
ple can’t imagine someone 
in a wheelchair dancing, but, 
as she said, “I Can Dance,” 
adding that her publish-
er strongly encouraged the 
subtitle so that people would 
know it was a memoir. 

Laurie grew up in a small 
town in northern Illinois 
where coping with the cold 
weather was amongst some 
of her biggest challenges, a 
fete which ultimately led to 
her family to move to Arizo-
na, where landing a job be-
came her biggest challenge 
at the time.

Speaking on how she grew 
into her own skin and learn 
to succeed on her own mer-
it, Laurie attributes much 
of that to her family. “My 
mother raised me to stand 
up for myself, take risks, 
have determination and be-
lieve in myself. I see her as 
being one of the biggest fac-
tors in my accomplishments 

and success. My 
education, fami-
ly and friends were 
huge factors.”

Laurie was the 
Program Manager 
and then Director 
of Community Ac-
cess Center in Riv-
erside, California 
for approximate-
ly three years be-
fore being appoint-
ed by Gov. Arnold 
S c hw a r z e n e g g e r 
as deputy director 
for two years, after 
which time she was 
promoted to Chief 
Deputy Director for anoth-
er three years and she re-
tired in 2011. 

Laurie has expanded ser-
vices provided by her or-
ganization, in addition to 
writing grants and receiv-
ing additional money to 
provide those services. Her 
greatest success there was 
working with the city and 
creating a Mayors Com-
mission on Disability in 
addition to his previous 
five commissions. It be-
came chartered and perma-
nent her last month there.

Speaking about her time 
away from her former oc-
cupations, Laurie said: “I 
am very much enjoying re-
tirement… I am still active 
with several committees, 
while at the same time pur-
suing my writing.”

Divorced from her first 
husband, Laurie has since 
made a life with second 

husband JR who helped 
raise Chad and Jillian, the 
children from her first mar-
riage. Chad, now 32 years 
old and wife Jenn are the 
parents of two of Laurie’s 
grandsons, Michael, age 6 
and Jeremiah, age 2.  Jillian, 
28, and her husband Josh 
are the parents of Laurie’s 
third grandson, Liam, age 
2. The couple is expecting 
their second child in May. 
“(I’m) hoping for a grand-
daughter,” Laurie adds.

An autographed copy can 
be ordered on www.Lau-
riesLegacy.com, or it can be 
ordered at Amazon.com pa-
perback or Kindle, Barne-
sandNoble.com. Also, your 
favorite local bookstore 
probably has the ability to 
order it, as the publisher 
made it as a print-on-de-
mand book in order to avoid 
having to buy back from the 
bookstore.

Pocket author discusses the making of her memoir

Pocket author Laurie Hoirup.

Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Monica Stark at 916-429-9901
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

The YMCA’s annual The Kids Are Y, 
Tasting and Benefit Auction will be held at 
6:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 17 at the Mason-
ic Temple Ballroom in Downtown Sacra-
mento. The Kids Are Y, will provide guests 
with food and wine from local restaurants, 
wineries, and breweries while bidding on 
unique silent and live auction items. 

Funds from the event provides year-
round program support and scholar-
ships for local kids who would like to 
participate in YMCA activities but can-
not afford the program fees due to fi-
nancial hardship. The event will feature: 
the company of good friends, food and 
wine tasting, live and silent auction and 
to top it off, music and entertainment. 
Tickets are on sale now for $60 per per-
son. For more information contact JR 
Springer, Development Director, at jr-
springer@ymcasuperiorcal.org or by 
phone at 452-9622, ext. 103. 

The Pocket News caught up with one 
local family, the Smiths, to discuss their 
gratitude for the assistance they receive 
from the YMCA. The parents, Ken-
nedy graduate (2001) Joe and Jasmin 

Smith, have five kids (all with the ini-
tials JC): Jehlani, 13; Javay, 6; Joe Jr., 5; 
Jordan, 3 ½; and Jada, 2 ½.

The family has helped out with dif-
ferent projects over the last five years, 
including being Santa Claus for a hol-
iday program the YMCA has had for 
the kids. They’ve helped build cribs for 
the infant room at the Child Develop-
ment Center and now they are trying to 
procure items for the Kids Are Y Tast-
ing and Benefit Auction.

The three youngest Smith children cur-
rently attend the full-time daycare pro-
gram offered at the YMCA. Made possible 
through the Y-Assist Program, the YMCA’s 
financial aid program, the Smiths have been 
able to work toward their professional goals 
and strike a balance in their lives.

Jasmin, a student counselor at DeVry 
University, and Joe, a supervisor at the 
Boys and Girls Club, both enjoy what 
they do for a living, but, as Joe acknowl-
edges, his work for a nonprofit isn’t the 
most financially rewarding, though the 
work itself is. “The pay isn’t the best, but 
the work is rewarding. For the amount 

JFK grad pays forward the benefits his family receives from the YMCA

Admission is free to 
this one-day only Chinese 
food frenzy event. Set for 
Saturday, Oct. 18 from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., there 
will be delicious Chinese 
food (including barbe-
cue chicken, pot stickers) 
as well as fun cultural ac-
tivities (such as live en-
tertainment, games and 
crafts for the kids). Held 
over at the Chinese Com-
munity Church off  of 
Fruitridge Road, between 
South Land Park Drive 
and Freeport Boulevard 
(at 5600 Gilgunn Way), 
there will be free parking 
and a shuttle service from 
Belle Cooledge Commu-
nity Center, courtesy of 
ACC. For more informa-
tion, visit www.cccsac.net

Parishner Maybelle 
Whang has been in-
volved with the food fes-
tival since the beginning 
and said besides moving 
the event from the sum-
mer to October and hold-
ing it on just one day in-
stead of  two, not much 
has changed over the 30-
plus years. “ We are well 
known for the food. We 
don’t dare change the 
food,” she says. “ We’re 
well known for the bar-
becue chicken. We’re 
told it ’s the best in town. 
And our chow mein – we 
use a secret marinade.” 
She said the aroma lifts 
through the air and per-
meates through out the 

neighborhood. Though 
most of  the food is made 
day-of, some of  it is made 
ahead with the help of 
hundreds of  volunteers 
making pot stickers.

What follows is the en-
tertainment schedule for 
the festival, which fea-
tures three worship bands, 
Asian Community Center’s 
Pocket Pickers, the Fili-
pino Sinagtala ensemble, 
line dancers, two award-
winning local vocalists, the 
College Fund Street Band, 
and of course, CCC’s own 
Ukulele and Hula Fellow-
ship groups.

The Xaris Worship 
Band will perform at 

11:15 a .m. and noon. 
The Sinagtala Theatre 
Ensemble will perform at 
noon and 12:15 p.m. Tim 
Clements will perform 
at 12:15 p.m. and 1 p.m. 
Zoey and Grace Giam-
mona will perform at 1 
p.m. and 1:30 p.m. ACC 
Pocket Pickers will play 
at 1:30 and 2:15 p.m.; 
Line Dancers at 2:15 and 
3 p.m., Dance Revolu-
tions at 3 and 3:20 p.m., 
Mady Frei at 3:30 and 4 
p.m., CCC Worship Band 
at 4 and 4:30 p.m., CCC 
Ukulele and Hula at 4:45 
and 5:30 p.m., The Col-
lege Fund Street Band at 
5:30 and 6:30 p.m.

A Chinese food extravaganza coming 
to the Chinese Community Church

Photo courtesy
CCC Ukulele and Hula group, shown here, performed at the Taste of Land Park. The group will perform at this year’s CCC 
food festival set for Saturday, Oct. 18.

Photo by Monica Stark
It’s fun to stay at the YMCA. Shown here are parents Joe and Jasmin Smith with their children, pictured  
from the left:   Jordan, 3 ½; Javay, 6; Joe Jr., 5; and Jada, 2 ½. See YMCA, page 16
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F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

901 CObbLE SHORES DRIvE • $369,950
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

6120 WyCLIFFE WAy • $465,000
LISA LINARES • 956-4745

SUE HALEy • 752-1372

6241 RIvERSIDE bLvD. #115
Single Story, Lower Level condo in gated 
community of South Lake Shores on Lake 
Greenhaven. Ideally located, this 2 bed-
room with partial lake view, features dual 
paned windows, private covered patio, 
newer heat/air unit.  Just steps from it’s 
assigned parking and the pool. $129,950
PAmELA LIgHTFORD-LygREN • 806-1020

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

340 CEDAR RIvER WAy
Well maintained and updated,Parker 
halfplex w/almost 1800sq ft. Down-
stairs bdrm or den. Move in condition 
just painted interior, many new fix-
tures. Newer carpet, exterior painted 
2013. Shows great! Nice size yard 
with covered patio. $324,950 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

777 bELL RUSSELL WAy
Gated Bridgeview at Riverlake. Lo-
cated steps away from the marina 
& lake. New crack resistant stucco 
exterior, and new HVAC, beautiful 
hardwood floors in many of the 
rooms. Contemporary stainless steel. 
$574,900
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LoW INtRoDuCtoRy CoSt
★ StARt ANytIMe
★ LIVe CLASSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MoNtHLy CASH FLoW
★ teNANt SCReeNING
★ MAINteNANCe

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

7040 HAvENSIDE DRIvE
one story Parker built halfplex. New 
Carpet and lino. Just painted interior, 
recently painted exterior. Newer roof, 
, new range 12/2010, , and new water 
heater 2011. easy maintenance back-
yard with covered patio. $229,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

7084 LAzy RIvER WAy
Popular Parker halfplex plan. Ready 
to move right in! Recently painted 
exterior and interior, clear termite 
report. New carpeting thruout and 
new flooring in kitchen and bath. 
$289,900
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

365 HATTERAS WAy
Gorgeous tri-level home with aggre-
gate driveway and entry to home. 
Home has been very well taken 
care of. Kitchen is fantastic with Wolf 
stove equipped with warming sta-
tions, Bosch dishwasher and pullout 
drivers. $329,000 
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

S O L D

THANK yOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS,

CONTRIbUTORS AND
PATRONS OF THIS

yEAR’S COOK REALTy 
CHARITy gOLF
TOURNAmENT!

S O L D

PENDING

PENDING

questions & answers
with dr. au
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Got News?
e-mail editor@valcomnews.com

of time we have to put in, the fi-
nancial return isn’t the best. So if 
it wasn’t for the Y and them be-
ing able to say – ‘we can help you 
out on the financial end, so all 
your kids can go to daycare and 
then we’ll keep them from when 
we start work until we end work’  
–  it means the world to us.”

For Jasmin, who has been 
working just shy of five years in 
the student central department, 
she said being able to afford 
childcare means the world to her 
as a working mom and wife. “As 
a mom, as a woman, and I know 
some dads feel this too, they feel 
like their roles push them to have 
to (stay home and care for the 
kids). That was one of the things 
when I first came to Sacramen-
to, I wasn’t working. I typical-
ly worked all my life except for 
maybe one and a half years when 
I took care of my little ones. 

“When I first started working 
at DeVry I had to think, ‘Do I 
really want to start working?’ 
Because of the cost of childcare, 
you’re pretty much just working 
for childcare. I learned I am a 
career-driven parent. So all that 
means for my sanity, as a mom, 
I get to have a separate arena. 
It’s important for balance. 

“At the end of the day, I’d say 
to moms who are torn between 
‘do I quit my job to just stay 
home to take care of the kids?’ 
You have to think about where 
you are right now. You have to 
think about where you are in 
the future, what skills that you 
have to bring to the table.”

 And, as Joe added, there are 
supports like the YMCA that 
can help you out that make 
those dreams you have become 
realities. “And I think because 
of the support they are giv-
ing us, we will pay it forward. I 
think that’s important.”

As he speaks in future tense, 
however, he and Jasmin have 
already helped out the YMCA 
so much and the community at 
large for sharing their story. 

Summing up, as Jasmin said: “It 
truly does take a village to raise a 
family. And sometimes you have 
to go outside of your immediate 
family to do that for the kids.”

If you go: 
What: The Kids are Y Tast-
ing and Benefit Auction
When: Friday, Oct. 17 at 
6:30 p.m.
Where: Masonic Temple 
Ballroom, 1123 J St, Sac-
ramento.
Cost: $60 per person

YMCA:
Continued from page 12
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By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

As the summer heat melts 
into a more pleasant fall, stu-
dents at the School for Engi-
neering and Sciences will get 
to enjoy the campus’ brand 
new outdoor classroom. Nes-
tled up against the quad area, 
a nicely landscaped seating 
area with decomposed granite 
and large rocks set the stage 
for some outdoor learning. 
Equipped with electrical out-
lets, students can plug in their 
laptops as they work on as-
signments.

The “Green Project Group,” 
a student club involved in en-
ergy and water conservation 
projects, worked with physi-
cal education teacher Nicole 
Coronado to secure $250,000 
in grant money. 

Planning for the project’s 
funding started in 2012 and 
by the end of the school 

year, S.E.S. was award-
ed the first chunk of funds, 
$200,000 through Project 
Green; then, the next year, 
the school was awarded the 
additional $50,000. Middle 
and high school students at 
S.E.S. worked after school 
with Coronado to write a 
proposal for green improve-
ments for the school. 

The learning area also 
boasts three large tree wells 
measuring a diameter of 
about three to four meters 
and each featuring a low 
wall around them for add-
ed seating. “The kids want-
ed more seating and shade 
in the quad as well as shade 
trees inside them. But the 
trees are not mature yet. In 
a few years, they will provide 
more shade,” explained prin-
cipal Matt Turkie, who after 
being the interim principal 
assumed the actual position 
permanently this year.

Turkie previously held the 
assistant principal position 
at Kit Carson Middle School 
and taught math at middle 
and high schools in Sacramen-

to after having taught in the 
United Kingdom. Discuss-
ing what brought him to the 
United States and specifically 
Sacramento, Turkie said: “My 

wife is American. She lived in 
England for five years and was 
tired of the rain. Said she want-

ed to come back to the United 
States. She said either Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee or Sacra-
mento, California. My wife is 
from Atlanta and she did not 
want to go to Atlanta. That 
would have been a step back-
wards. We like to make life in-
teresting for ourselves.”

For a school that prides it-
self on using new technolo-
gies, S.E.S. honors an accept-
able use policy for technology. 
“What that means is students 
are welcome to bring their 
own device, or as it is referred 
to on campus, BYOD policy, 
with the agreement that when 
they walk into a classroom, it 
needs to be turned off and put 
away,” Turkie said. 

In effect, S.E.S. is mirroring 
an atmosphere similar to college 
and workplace environments, 
where perhaps they might not 
be so blunt as to say, “put the 
smart phone away” but stu-
dents would be expected not to 
take a phone call. “We want our 
students to do the same thing,” 
Turkie said. “Like all kids, we 
have to remind them (to turn 
the ringer off), but generally it’s 
good. But, yes, you know, it’s the 
whole thing kids will try to get 
away with things in class if that’s 
what they think they can do be-
cause that’s just normal. We just 
have to hold strong (with the 
policy). It’s the same as in any 
school. The only difference is 
that we aren’t saying don’t bring 
your phone to class because kids 
bring them anyway.”

S.E.S. progresses students 
through an engineering se-
quence of classes. In seventh 
and eighth grades, students start 
with computer programming 
classes and they program mo-
bots to move in various direc-
tions. Also some middle school 
age students participate in First 
Lego League, which is build-
ing robots out of Legos. Ninth 
graders take an introduction to 
engineering course and 10th 
graders study Introduction to 
Computer Aided Design and 
some compete in the First Tech 
Challenge where students build 
robots out of metal rather than 
out of Lego. In the 11th and 
12th grade, students take Ro-
botics and Advanced Robot-
ics and the club there is First 
Robotics Challenge and they 
build big robots like shoot bas-
ketballs and throw Frisbees.

S.E.S. engages students 
in a Friday speaker series, 
which have had experts in hy-

dro-electricity, speakers from 
Hewlett Packard, SMUD, 
from Aerojet Rocketdyne. 

Meanwhile, the school’s ad-
visory board includes mem-
bers from U.C. Davis, SMUD, 
Aerojet, Siemens, 100 Black 
Men, HP, Society of Women 
Engineers, Sacramento Re-
gional Science & Engineering 
Fair, Air Resources Board. 

Most of the students prior 
to coming to S.E.S. have nev-
er participated in a science fair, 
so seventh grade teachers have 
their work cut out for them, 
guiding students through the 
process of what an event like 
that looks like from start to 
finish. Explaining the process, 
Turkie said: “Before we let 
them loose, we kind of do a sci-
ence fair with them as a whole. 
We need to scaffold them up 
to where we want them to be 
and that’s what the first quar-
ter unit does. It scaffolds them 
towards the science fair, other-
wise kids would struggle.”

Inside of one of Mr. Davis’ 
advanced robotics class, stu-
dents were finalizing the wir-
ing before the teacher showed 
them how to program the ro-
bots. The culminating engineer-
ing class, advanced robotics, en-
ables students to compete with 
other robotics students around 
the greater Sacramento area.   

Temporarily located at the 
former Bear Flag Elementary 
School near John F. Kennedy 
High School, S.E.S. opened 
the doors to its own new home 
on Gloria Drive at Swale River 
Way about four years ago. 

Designed for 500 students 
in grades seven through 12, 
S.E.S. includes five buildings 
form one to two stories with 
out 44,500 square feet.

Challenges back before the 
construction of the new build-
ing were much different than 
they are today. Prior setbacks 
included having the commu-
nity concerned with the im-
pact of co-locating teens on 
the Bear flag campus with ex-

isting preschoolers and plac-
ing older students in class-
rooms with knee-high sinks 
and restroom facilities.

Current challenges revolve 
around having the school more 
recognized by prospective stu-
dents who may want the school 
spirit experience a comprehen-
sive high school might pro-
vide. So, to remedy the situ-
ation, S.E.S. and other small 
high schools like Sacramento 
New Technology High School 
(1400 Dickson St.) or Arthur 
A. Benjamin Health Profes-
sions High School (451 Mc-
Clatchy Way) have made ex-
tra efforts to start a competitive 
small high school sports league, 
which will be featured in a fu-
ture issue of this publication. 

Odalina Meza, Associat-
ed Student Body president, a 
student in Davis’ robotics class 
spoke briefly about her goals for 
the ASB this year: “I am just try-
ing to get people to be more ex-
cited about being at this school 
because they think this school is 
just about the boring stuff. So, I 
am trying to get people more ex-
cited and the school more wide-
ly known around Sacramento.” 
To that end, she’s help spread 
the word about school rallies 
and athletic games.

In addition, S.E.S. of-
fers students the opportuni-
ty to participate in any of the 
school’s various 12 clubs, in-
cluding a book club, which 
meets during lunch on Tues-
days at the neighboring Rob-
bie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library. 

Odalina said it’s the differing 
personalities at the school that 
have really drawn her to like it 
more than ever. “I like how every-
one can be themselves. At a nor-
mal school, you’re kind of trying 
to conform. This school it’s like 
you get to be whoever you want 
to be, whoever you are.”

S.E.S. is located at 7345 
Gloria Dr. For more infor-
mation about the school, call 
433-2960.

An outdoor classroom: 

S.E.S. students take their classes outside
Upgrades to campus spark discussion 
on other campus amenities

Photos by Monica Stark
Students at the School of Engineering and Sciences now have an “outdoor classroom,” which features outlets for laptops 
and a low-water landscape. 

Classroom:
Continued from page 18

See Classroom, page 19
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Much has been written in this publication about the 
historical impact the Portuguese have had on the Pocket 
area, but not much has been mentioned about the annu-
al Spooktacular Halloween Party that raises funds for 
the Sacramento Portuguese Holy Spirit Society, a Por-
tuguese historical society. This year, SPHSS has teamed 
up with LUSO YC4 --another Portuguese organization 
that focuses on keeping traditions alive. 

On Halloween night at the SPHSS, there will be 
a costume contest, candy bags, arts and crafts, and a 
haunted house. In addition, there will be DJ danc-
ing for all ages.

According to Nelson Azevedo, one of the organizers 
of this year’s Halloween extravaganza, there will be 12-
14 rooms full of activities, including a corn maze room, 
which is “basically what it sounds like – a dark room 
with strobe lights in which you have to navigate your-
self through a maze of corn,” and a “clown room, which 
is a twisted version of a circus with macabre clowns 
and creepy circus music. The other rooms are still in 
the works, but I promise, it will not disappoint.”

The haunted house is not for the younger chil-
dren. It is very scary, but there are plenty of activ-
ities for the little ones, including trick or treat sta-
tions, art stations, and games. 

In addition to there being plenty of fun for the kids, 
there will be music for the teens, and a full bar for the 
adults. The goal is to provide a fun event that the whole 
family can enjoy and a lot of work goes into making 
it all possible. SPHSS provides fun for all. As Nelson 
said, “community is our goal.” Elaborating on the specif-
ics of the Halloween party, Nelson wrote into the Pock-
et News. Included his description was the following: 

“This is our fifth year putting on the Halloween par-
ty. I can proudly say that each year had outdone the 
previous year. As for funny stories, I would say watch-
ing people get scared in the haunted house tops the 
list. We've had people run for the nearest exit, try to 
run through walls, etc. I don't want to scare anyone off 
but our haunted house is exactly that – a scary expe-
rience. That said, we close off the haunted house for 
about 45 minutes so the little ones can go through 
and tick-or-treat. No one jumps out and scares them. 
We want to make it fun for all. DJ Dick Daniel will be 
spinning whatever the crowd wants (usually pop mu-
sic). The majority of the people on the dance floor are 
young. Teens, kids, young adults, but that said, no one 
is left out. If you like to dance and have a good time, 
this is the place for you. Our goal is to put on a fun 
Halloween experience that everyone in the family can 
enjoy. Whether you're a toddler, teen, or adult you'll 
have an awesome time. Hope to see everyone there.”

Faces and Places: 

Halloween decorations 
from around the Pocket/
Greenhaven area
Photos by Stephen Crowley
stephen@valcomnews.com

Boy, is the Pocket area festive this time of year? Check out 
this selection of photographs taken on the evening of Friday, 
Oct. 10. Get out of the house, take a walk and see for yourself. 
Happy Halloween!

A spooktacular of 
grand proportions 
coming to Portuguese 
Hall on Pocket Road

If you go: 
What: A Spooktacular Halloween Party, in-

cluding music by DJ Dick Daniel, a costume 
contest, candy bags, and a haunted house

When: Halloween night, starting at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Sacramento Portuguese Holy Spirit So-

ciety, 6776 Pocket Road, 95831
Cost: Adults, $7; kids $4; children age 5 and 

younger are free

Photos by Paulino Machado
Shown here is a collection of photographs taken from last year’s 
Spooktacular put on by the Sacramento Portuguese Holy Spirit Society 
and the LUSO Youth Council No. 4. This year’s event will start at 6:30 
p.m. on Halloween night.
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tree service

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK

tree service

tree service

B & T Upholstery & Repair

uphOLstery 

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner rd., sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* Senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

your ad should be here!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

gary’s painting
custom residential                   

interior & exterior over 20 
years experience with pride

excellent references       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

Mcclatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

painting

RooneY’S
PlUmBing

FuLL service pLuMBing

pLuMBing

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

ADDITION SPECIALIST

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

CABINETS - KITCHEN & BATH

HANDYMAN 

PAINTING

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

  GET READY FOR FALL!
HANDYMAN

Call LESTER 
(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING/SPRINKLER REPAIR
• ROTOTILLING/& SOD PLACEMENT
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 17 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

YOUR AD HERE

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

CUSTOM CONCRETE

PAINTING

BUILDERS

PAINTING

CLEANING

handyman
handyman SERVICES 
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and 
give me a call. Electrical, Plumbing, Tile, 
Sheetrock,Plaster, Stucco, Repairs and Remod-
eling, you name it! Lic# 908942. Call Steven 
at 230-2114.

FaLL CLEan-Up SpECIaLS!!
Rain Gutter cleaning– Concrete removal (Patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) Rain gutter cleaning, 
pressure washing/power spray, hauling, yard 
work,  painting, tree & shrub removal, clean-
up, fence repairs, light tree trimming, & more. 
Ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247.  Specials for 
seniors. Licensed.

haRdWOOd FLOORInG
haRdWOOd FLOORInG
Install, sand & finish hardwood flooring. Or 
repair and refurbish your existing flooring. Call 
Michael at  (916) 383-8742. References avail-
able/Lic#544159

#1 BOOkkEEPER
31 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
Restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-Profit, Retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, Partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, Payroll, Profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene 
Senst (916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bOOkkEEpInG

#1 Tax pREpaRER
31 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & Partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTEC Registered & Bonded. Please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Tax pREpaRER

Check out the
Home Improvement Guide 

 in the Pocket News.
Call Melissa at 429-9901 

for ad rates.Sell your car
in the classifieds!

Sell your furniture
in the classifieds

call Melissa at 429-9901

pET pORTRaITS
ORIGInaL pET pORTRaITS
Original Pet Portraiture. Realistic paintings of 
beloved pets. Perfect gift for animal-lovers! Rea-
sonable prices. Submit photograph–turn around 
7-10 days. Email melissa@melissaandrews.com 
or call 447-4441.

Advertise in California Kids! 
Serving Greater Sacramento 

For more information, 
call (916) 429-9901

Published by Valley Community Newspapers, Inc.
A monthly publicationfull of activities, mazes, 
word search, party ideas, travel, book reports, 

and a lot  more! 

adVERTISE  yOUR REnTaLS

Call 429-9901

for a box 
ClaSSified

ad
Call Melissa

429-9901

bankruptcy, and being taken over by 
the state and placed into receivership.

Maria Haro-Sullivan: As a mem-
ber of the district’s 7-11 committee 
I was part of a group of parents and 
community members tasked with 
making recommendations to the 
board on school closure options. I 
learned then that SCUSD does not 
have a consistent policy for closing 
schools, and as a result, the school 
board is susceptible to getting dif-
ferent information from staff during 
the different efforts to close schools. 
That is why, if elected, unlike the 

board members who voted to close 
schools based on faulty information, 
I would demand district staff pro-
vide complete and accurate informa-
tion before making any decisions to 
close any schools.

Why is the district taking such a long 
time to bring SEL and PBIS to more 
schools? Our children are suffering 
and these are not new programs.
Maria Haro-Sullivan: Social Emo-
tional Learning (SEL) is not a new 
concept in the field of education. 
For years there have been many 
great teachers, counselors, prin-
cipals and school employees who 
naturally understood the impor-
tance of addressing our children’s 

emotional needs as much as their 
academic needs. 

Darrel Woo: Social and Emo-
tional Learning (“SEL”) Positive 
Behavioral Intervention & Sup-
ports (“PBIS”) is in its third year 
in SCUSD. These programs were 
brought to SCUSD as an experi-
ment, funded by grant funds, I as-
sisted in securing, to address the 
needs of our children beyond ac-
ademics. The theory was to ad-
dress and look at the whole child, 
much beyond the child’s classroom 
needs. The district was one of sev-
eral schools in California to earn 
a three year grant. This three year 
grant was intended to train teach-

ers in the District’s lowest perform-
ing schools and determine wheth-
er student achievement could be 
improved.

Now that the SEL grant is ending, 
and the program deemed successful, 
the next steps are to have the trained 
teachers teach other teachers about 
what they learned, rolling SEL and 
PBIS throughout the district. As ex-
plained in earlier responses herein, 
the District does not have unlimited 
financial resources and must priori-
tize how it spends its limited resourc-
es. I am in favor of providing the tools 
and training to be the best and most 
effective teachers they can be as op-
posed to rolling out programs for the 
sake of expediency.

Candidates:
Continued from page 5
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45th YEAR REUNION of the JFK Class of 1969
October 18, 2014

Dante Club– 6 p.m.
2330 Fair Oaks Blvd, Sacramento, Ca 95825

http://www.danteclub.com/

Alumni should also visit the 
class website and complete 

profile information: 
www.jfk69.com

RSVP: Mark Carlos 6751 Swenson Way, 
Sacto, CA 95831– (916) 870-3154 
or email: mdcarlos@gmail.com

$65 per person, includes entertaiment–
by our own alumni–Al Skinner (not to be missed)

CALL AND 
PLACE 

YOUR EVENT 
TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

Holiday Craft Faire
Saturday, November 1

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Mission Oaks 

Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive,

Carmichael
972-0336
MORPD.COM

3nd Annual Gala at the Garden

Friday, October 24, 5 -  8 p.m
Enjoy fine wines, hors d`oeuvres, AND the first opportunity to shop

OR visit the 

“Arts Boutique” on Sat., October 25, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. (no entry fee)

Tickets for the Friday Gala are available at 
www.casagardenrestaurant.org

Enjoy a unique shopping experience!
Casa Garden Restaurant, 2760 Sutterville Road

Casa Arts Boutique
benefiting the Sacramento Children’s Home

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Ongoing

“Stretch, Strengthen, and 
Thrive” at ACC: 
This class is designed for the needs and abil-
ities of active older adults, who are interest-
ed in gaining or maintaining mobility, 5-6 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. $5 per class 
if pre-paid; drop-in fee is $6.  ACC Senior 
Services Center, 7375 Park City Dr., 393-
9026 x330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Easy Tai Chi at ACC
Learn 24-form Yang Style Tai Chi at a slower 
pace. Experience the gentle flow and treat your 
whole body to a gentle and relaxing workout.  
$16 per month or $5 Drop-in class. For sched-
ule call 393-9026, ext 330, www.accsv.org. 
ACC is located at 7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Fitness at St. Anthony’s
Senior Fitness meets Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at 9:45 a.m. at St. Anthony’s 
Memorial Hall at 660 Florin Road. Cost 
is $2 per class. Do not have to belong to 
the church. Class incorporates dyna bands, 
small hand weights, balls, and rubber bands 
plus cardio. Chair and standing exercises for 
flexibility, strength and balance accompa-
nied by music of “the good ol’ days.” Partici-
pants do not have to get down on the floor! 
Paula has a Masters in Exercise Physiology 
and has been in the fitness business over 25 
years. Equipment supplied if needed.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Senior Yoga at ACC
This class is designed to maintain joint mobility, 
muscle strength and flexibility. A yoga mat is re-
quired. $25 per month or $6 drop-in class. For 
schedule call 393-9026, ext. 330, www.accsv.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Taiko for fun at ACC
Learn the history and basics of Taiko which re-
fer to the various Japanese drums. Wear com-

fortable clothing. $16 per month or $5 drop-in 
class. For schedule call 393-9026, ext 330, www.
accsv.org. ACC is located at 7375 Park City Dr. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Youth Connections Unlimited an-
nounces fundraising campaign
Did you know that one Sacramento organi-
zation can reduce recidivism for crimes com-
mitted by youths by up to 70 percent? Youth 
Connections Unlimited has been providing 
mentoring and other services to incarcerated 
and probationary youth for over ten years that 
gives youth tools for staying outside the juve-
nile justice system. YCU works with the Sacra-
mento County Probation Department with a 
focus on re-entry mentoring and preventative 
programming with a commitment to the prin-
ciples of Restorative Justice. The support youth 
get from YCU and its volunteers gives hope to 
Sacramento County youth, make communities 
safer and save taxpayers money.  For more in-
formation, call David Taft at 835-1147 or visit 
http://www.sacycu.com
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Brain Gymnasium
Exercise your mind and have some fun at this 
on-going Brain Gymnasium class! Inviting all 
seniors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 3225 Free-
port Boulevard, 9:20 a.m. Thursdays. $6 per 
class. Call 441-1015 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Gentle Qi Gong
Learn powerful relaxation techniques reduce 
stress, reduce physical pain and emotional suf-
fering, lower blood pressure, increase immune 
response and improve balance.  Inviting all se-
niors to Eskaton Monroe Lodge, 3225 Freeport 
Boulevard, 3 to 4 p.m., Wednesdays.  $7 per 
class.  Call 441-1015 for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Capitolaires meeting
A men’s Barbershop Harmony group, 
meets every Tuesday night at 7 p.m. at Pil-
grim Hall (Sierra Arden United Church of 
Christ), 890 Morse Ave., Sacramento.  Info: 
www.capitolaires.org, call 888-0877-9806, 
or email info@capitolaires.org 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Soroptimist International of 
Sacramento South meetings
A service organization dedicated to insure 
the status of women and girls, the group See more Calendar on page 25

meets at Aviator’s Restaurant, 6151 Free-
port Blvd. for lunch and to discuss the day’s 
topic. Meets the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 12:15 p.m. 
 

October

Knit Together! - Pocket Library (Adult)
Oct. 17, 24, 31: Starting at 1 p.m., Carrie 
Parker, a Pocket-Greenhaven resident and self 
professed knit-a-holic is bringing her needles 
to the library. Anyone interested in knitting—
even an absolute beginner—is invited. Par-
ticipants can learn to knit get help on current 
projects or general advice from expert knitters. 
There might even be some great conversations 
too. Don’t forget to bring your knitting needles 
and yarn! Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library is located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Preschool Storytime at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 16: Starting at 11 a.m., preschoolers ages 
three and older and their caregivers are invited 
to join us for fun songs, stories, fingerplays and 
a craft or play activity –  all designed to build 
early literacy skills. Belle Cooledge Library is 
located at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Matsuyama Elementary Harvest 
Festival
Oct. 17: From 4 to 7 p.m., there will be $3 
Hamburgers, Cake Walk, Square Dancing, 
Crafts and games,  All money goes back to 
the classrooms. 7680 Windbridge Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Teen / Tween Pancake Poetry Party 
at Belle Cooledge Library  (Teen)
Oct. 17: In celebration of Teen Read Week, 
the library is challenging all teens and tweens 
to come read a poem, sing a song, do a rap, 
recite a haiku, or read lighting fiction. Every 
time you read – you get a pancake!  You can 
read self-written work or from a published 
author – it’s up to you!   Come join the fun, 
starting at 3:30 p.m. Belle Cooledge Library 
is located at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Kids Are Y Tasting & Benefit Auction
Oct. 17: The YMCA of Superior California 
is holding its annual The Kids Are Y Tast-

ing & Benefit Auction, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Masonic Temple Ballroom, 1123 J St. 
Tickets can be purchased online at Bidding-
ForGood.com/KidsAreY.  For more infor-
mation, call 452-9622 or visit ymcasuperi-
orcal.org. At the event, guests will enjoy fare 
from local restaurants, breweries, and winer-
ies while bidding on the best our region has 
to offer in our Silent Auction and wonder-
ful trips and unique experiences in our Live 
Auction. Restaurants include House Kitch-
en & Bar, Formoli’s, The Melting Pot, Kru 
and more. Breweries & Wineries include 
Sean Minor Wines, Bogle, Moniz Fami-
ly Wines, Bike Dog Brewing Co. New Hel-
vetia Brewing Co. and many more. Pro-
ceeds from the event benefit the YMCA of 
Superior California Y-Assist Fund, provid-
ing scholarships to local families for YMCA 
programs and activities.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

ACC presents 4th Annual Community 
Workshop and Health Fair
Oct. 17: Bring your over-the-counter and 
prescription medicines, vitamins and supple-
ments for a review with healthcare profes-
sionals. There will be a cooking demonstra-
tion and tasting. In addition, there will be 
enrollment counseling for Medicare Part D. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food truck festival at Garcia 
Bend Park
Oct. 17: Enjoy food from various food 
trucks at Garcia Bend Park,  5 to 8 p.m. 
7654 Pocket Road.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

River City Bee at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Adult)
Oct. 18: Join us for an open sewing time for 
quilters, sewers, and embroiderers. Starting 
at 9 a.m., get together with fellow needle-
work enthusiasts to sew, work on any proj-
ect you choose, meet some new people, and 
share ideas. Bring your own equipment and 
supplies and work on your own projects. We 
provide irons and ironing boards and ex-
tension cords. This program is offered in 
collaboration with the River City Quilters 
Guild. Belle Cooledge Library is located at 
5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

INVESTING IN COMMUNITIES

Walk to build literacy 
in Sacramento!

In Sacramento, 63% of children do not read at 
grade-level. This is a crisis for the future of our 
community and our children. Join us and these 
generous sponsors. Make a difference. Walk with us! 
All proceeds support children’s literacy programs. 
Family Value Pack $50. Get details 
and register today at www.walk4literacy.org

Saturday, October 25, 2014

Special support thanks to: Alive Media; California Capital 
Book Festival; Campaign for Grade-Level Reading; Capital 
Public Radio;  David Sobon Auctions; Fort Sutter Lions Club; 
Mercy Springs Foundation; Merryhill School-A Nobel Learning Community; Mann, Urrutia, Nelson CPAs; Friends of the San Francisco Library; 
Rotary Club of East Sacramento; Sacramento Chinese Community Services Center; Soroptimist; and T. Dogg Studios

FOUNDATION

SACRAMENTO
PUBLIC LIBRARY

Halloween Craft for Kids at 
McClatchy (Family/All Ages)
Oct. 18: Get ready for Halloween by making 
your own spooky creature. We will use lollipops 
to make ghost spider and vampire decorations 
and to enjoy for an early Halloween treat! All 
ages are welcome at this fun event, starting at 2 
p.m. at McClatchy Library, 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Practice SAT/ACT Combination 
Test at Pocket Library (Teen)
Oct. 18: This is a fully-proctored practice SAT/
ACT combination test (approximately three and 
a half hours) to give students an idea of what to 
expect in a test-like environment as well as to al-
low them to compare their performances on 
the SAT and ACT tests. Students will receive a 
comprehensive analysis of their test results, de-
tailing individual strengths and weaknesses at 
the follow up session (Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 5 
p.m.)  This free program is sponsored by Kaplan 
Test Prep. Registration is required. Test starts at 
9 a.m. at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
Library, located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer of Sacramento
Oct. 19: Making Strides Against Breast Can-
cer events is a celebration of survivorship, an 
occasion to express hope and shared determi-
nation to make this breast cancer’s last century. 
Registration starts at 7 a.m., followed by a 5K 
walk at 8 a.m., starting and ending at the West 
Steps of the Capitol. Contact Sonya Silva at 
SacramentoCAStrides@cancer.org or 446-
7933 for more information.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Preschool Storytime at 
McClatchy (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 21: Storytime starts at 10 a.m. and ev-
eryone is welcome to “stay and play” time 
with the great toys at the McClatchy Li-
brary, 2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Baby Storytime at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 21: Join us for nursery rhymes, fin-
gerplays, simple stories, and songs designed 
to encourage a range of early literacy skills.   
This program is for children up to about 18 

months old or until they are ready for toddler 
storytime. Each child must be accompanied 
by a participating adult.  Following the pro-
gram babies and their caregivers are invited to 
stay and play with activity learning toys.  Fun 
starts at 12:30 p.m. Belle Cooledge Library is 
located at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Noni’s Knit-Wits (Adult)
Oct. 21: Starting at 1:30 p.m., every Tues-
day, enjoy a relaxing afternoon of knitting 
with fellow yarn enthusiasts. Anyone inter-
ested in knitting and crocheting, even begin-
ners, are welcome to join in. This is not an 
instructional class,  but assistance is avail-
able. Bring your own supplies and a project 
to work on. Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Baby/Toddler Stay and Play 
group at Pocket Library
Oct. 21, 23, 28, 30 : Baby/Toddler Stay & 
Play at will be held starting at 10:15 a.m. for 
ages 0-5 at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-

loween treat! All ages welcome. Fun starts at 
3:30 p.m. at the McKinley Library, 601 Al-
hambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Sing Along with Mr. Cooper at 
Belle Cooledge Library (Family/
All Ages)
Oct. 22: Starting at 4 p.m., join neighbor-
hood favorite Mr. Cooper for 30 minutes of 
music time and freeze dancing for ages 3 to 
7. Belle Cooledge Library is located at 5600 
South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

haven Library, 7335 Gloria Dr. Informal play 
sessions will be immediately followed by a 
storytime for babies and toddlers (ages 0-3 
years) and their caretakers/families except on 
the last Tuesday of each month when there is 
a special performance by Mister Cooper in-
stead. Partially funded by the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Baby/Toddler Storytime for 
ages 0-3 at Pocket Library (Early 
Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 21, 23, 28, 30:  Starting at 11 a.m., 
a combined toddler and baby storytime in 
which babies and toddlers (ages 0 to 3 and 
their caretakers are invited for songs and 
rhymes in this language enrichment pro-
gram designed to boost brain development. 
Please also note that on the last Tuesday of 
each month there will be a special musical 
performance by Mr. Cooper instead of sto-
rytime. The Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library is located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Advanced ESL Conversation (Adult)
Oct. 22: Starting at 5 p.m., Toni Chapra-
lis will lead a conversation group for ad-
vanced ESL learners. Toni Chapralis for-
merly taught at the Fremont School for 
Adults. Teens and adults are welcome to at-
tend this event at the McClatchy Library, 
2112 22nd St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Halloween Craft for Kids at 
McKinley (Family/All Ages)
Oct. 22: Get ready for Halloween by mak-
ing your own spooky creature.  We will use 
lollipops to make ghost spider and vampire 
decorations—or to enjoy for an early Hal-

Calendar:
Continued from page 24

See more Calendar, page 26



26 Pocket News • October 16, 2014 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. 27www.valcomnews.com • October 16, 2014 • Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Send your 
calendar 
events
e-mail editor@valcomnews.com

Do you have a story? 
Tell it to us. 
Call Monica Stark at 916-429-9901

College Applications--Part 2:  The 
Common App & Others @ Pocket 
Library (Teen)
Oct. 22: If you’re not applying to schools in 
the CSU or UC system  chances are you will 
be using the Common Application. Over 
500 colleges use this online application so it 
is important for students to know all about 
it. Starting at 6:30 p.m., professional col-
lege counselor Marilyn van Löben-Sels will 
walk participants through the main appli-
cation  essay writing  and supplements. You 
will hear tips on common supplement ques-
tions and what colleges are looking for in 
your answers. Most importantly partici-
pants will get effective strategies to stay on 
top of the variety of requirements and dead-
lines for the Common App.  Registration 

is required as space is limited. Register on-
line www.saclibrary.org by phone 264-2920 
or in person at the branch, located at 7335 
Gloria Dr. Registration is required.
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Seed a Dream
Oct. 22: Help support Sacramento area chil-
dren facing homelessness by attending the 
Seed a Dream event from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
at the Old Hall of Justice, 813 6th St.  Host-
ed by the Leadership Sacramento Class of 
2014, the event will benefit the Mustard 
Seed Impact Project on the Loaves & Fish-
es campus. Learn more about the project and 
purchase tickets to the Seed a Dream event at 
mustardseedimpactproject.com. Tickets cost 
$40 in advance, or $50 at the door. Sponsor-
ship packages are also available. Contact An-

gelika Corchado at corchaa@sutterhealth.org 
for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of 
the Library Board Meeting (Adult)
Oct. 23: Interested in knowing how you can 
help your library? Attend the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library monthly Board 
meeting for more information. Meeting starts 
at 6 p.m. at the Robbie Waters Pocket-Green-
haven Library, located at 7335 Gloria Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Toddler Storytime at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 23: Starting at 9:30 a.m., toddlers and their 
caregivers will enjoy fun songs, stories and finger-
plays. After the storytime, there will be a stay and 
play group or a simple craft. To ensure that sto-
rytime is a positive experience for all, attendance 
is limited to 40 children (they can bring as many 
adults as they want!). Belle Cooledge Library is 
located at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Preschool Storytime at Belle Cooledge 
Library (Early Childhood (0-5))
Oct. 23: Starting at 11 a.m., preschoolers ages 
three and older and their caregivers are invited 
to join us for fun songs, stories, fingerplays and 
a craft or play activity –  all designed to build 
early literacy skills. Belle Cooledge Library is 
located at 5600 South Land Park Dr.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pumpkin Carving Contest at 
McKinley (Teen)
Oct. 24: Want to get ready for Halloween 
and show off your artistic skill?  Join us for an 
afternoon of pumpkin carving!  You will have 
one hour to hollow out your pumpkin and 
create your own jack-o-lantern design. Those 
interested can have their pumpkins judged at 
the end of the hour for a chance to win priz-
es.  All pumpkins will be provided and will be 
yours to take home! Fun starts at 3:30 p.m. at 
the McKinley Library, 601 Alhambra Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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REMODELED SINGLE STORY
Amazing remodel near excellent elementary school. 3 bedroom 
2½ bath with new features including remodeled kitchen, updat-
ed bathrooms, 50 year roof, and granite counters.  Newer heat 
and air, whole house fan and crown moldings; with a fantastic 
yard, deck and patio.  Close to river and parks! $389,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

GREAT GREENBELT ACCESS
3 bedrooms, 2½ baths, an oversized pool/spa combo for summer 
fun AND RV access and storage. Lower level has a great circular 
floor plan that includes the living and dining rooms, kitchen and 
adjoining family room. Upper level has 3 good sized bedrooms. 
An extra deep garage has additional work area. $385,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

WONDERFUL S. LAND PARK
Sharp 3 bedroom features new roof, floors, granite counters 
and master bath remodel. Nice location close-in, with easy ac-
cess to both 99 and I-5. Screened-in Florida room for relaxing 
with those Delta breezes. Family room / kitchen / dining area, 
and generous sized living room with fireplace. $345,000

MIKE PUENTE 395-4727

CLASSIC POCKET HOME
Don't miss this three bedroom, three bath home located on 
a large lot in the Pocket area. Over 2280 sq ft with office that 
could possibly be converted to a fourth bedroom. Very spacious 
formal living/dining area combo. Kitchen looks over large family 
room with fireplace. Walk in Jacuzzi tub. $350,500

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

RIVER OAKS IN THE POCKET
Amazing remodeled kitchen and home, mahogany floors through-
out, stainless steel appliances, double oven, built-in fridge, granite 
counters, high quality custom cabinets, butler's pantry. 4 bedrooms 
3½ baths, Custom bar with cabinets, sink and wine fridge. Master 
suite with fireplace, close to river and park. $400,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555 

CONVENIENT ROUNDTREE
Cute 2 bedroom, 1.5 baths. Tile floor, fresh paint, new hot water 
heater. Two patios. Covered spot is right in front of the back 
door patio. Laundry facilities are just at the side of the carport. 
Grounds are well maintained with a beautiful pool area. Great 
little starter place! Easy commute to downtown $102,000

LISA MCCAULEY 601-5474

SOUTH LAND PARK GEM!
3 bedrooms 2 baths plus a bonus room and potential for an 
additional half bathroom. With new heating and air systems 
in 2013, and new roof in 2009.  Hobbyists and woodworkers 
will LOVE this oversized, fully insulated garage with dedicated 
220v outlet. Lots of storage! $319,900 

KELLIE SWAYNE 206-1458

FABULOUS SOUTH LAND PARK HILLS
Mid-century contemporary with fabulous updates. Fantastic floor 
plan with spacious rooms and a great layout makes it perfect for 
entertaining. 3 bedrooms 2½ baths, new kitchen opens to family 
room and a huge skylight fills it with light. Wood floors - beautiful 
lighting - great detailing! Tons of storage space. $564,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

NEWER POCKET AREA HOME
3 bedroom 2½ bath home, perfect for busy lifestyle. Walk to restau-
rants, store and bank. Steps to public transportation. Close to the 
river and easy trip to downtown. This home features 9 foot ceilings, 
low maintenance yards, CAT 5 wiring, designer tile, granite counter, 
tile roof, master suite with huge master bath. Wow! $299,000  

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

SOLD SOLD PENDING

PENDING


