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Pocket News
w w w . v A L c o M n E w S . c o M

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

If you’ve ever wanted to join the mile 
high club, Saturday’s your chance with 
Zappo the Wacko at this year’s annual lo-
cal turtle festival, Turtlerama. To be held 
at a new location – in front of Incredi-
ble Pets – Turtlerama’s featured tortoise, 
Zappo the Wacko has been named appro-
priately. He came into the Turtle Lady, 
Pocket resident Felice Rood’s house (she’s 
a turtle rescue) with the name Tortelli-
ni. “But there are a lot of tortoises with 
the name of Tortillini and he didn’t take 
long to bite me, and chase me and bite the 
couple that brought him. He’s relentless; I 
have prisons for him. He’s not safe.”

And Felice was desperate to change his 
name. Tortellini was crazy. She looked at 
the box he came in. Low and behold, it 

was a Zappo shoe box. “(The name) Zap-
po the Wacko just hit me.”  

Zappo is no bigger than 8 inches, but he’s 
power-packed and Felice said she’s never 
seen anything like this. 

Besides meeting Zappo the Wacko, you 
can look at Just Jim the Jerk, get adoption 
information, and you can talk turtle with 
experts like Felice or other club members of 
the Sacramento Turtle and Tortoise Club. 
The event will also feature a kids corner 
with arts and crafts.

There might even be babies to gawk at.

If you go: 
What: Turtlerama
When: Saturday, Aug. 22 from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m.
Where: Right in front of Incredible Pets, 392 
Florin Road

Turtlerama set for Saturday
Photo by Monica Stark

Felice Rood, the Turtle Lady, holds three out of five babies that were the day before. 

By Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

Pati Rader pinches herself when she 
gets to work. “Is this a job?” she asks. “I 
love this.” Whether it’s singing, play-
ing with pets, telling stories, garden-
ing or enjoying art, Pati finds out what 
her patients enjoy and makes their last 
days as beautiful as they can be.

Pati is the community liaison at Ab-
solute Compassion Hospice and Pal-
liative Care, which is based in the 
Greenhaven area at 6355 Riverside 
Blvd., Suite T. Providing information 
and resources about hospice servic-

es for the community and healthcare 
professionals, Pati gets joy from tai-
loring enrichment programs on an in-
dividual basis. 

“I sing to her every time,” Pati said 
about one woman she’s recently been 
visiting. “I asked her what is her favor-
ite song. She said, ‘For The Bible Told 
Me So’.” So every time Pati saw her, 
she sang the religious song, but one 
day when Pati returned, the woman 
had passed. “It gave me an immense 
feeling that I was there at the end.” 

For those who work at Absolute 
Compassion Hospice and Pallia-
tive Care, there’s the business and 

Medicare logistics, but as Pati says, 
“ There’s such a heart behind it and 
we want to be your neighborhood 
resource for hospice. There are 
other companies bringing hospice 
to that area, but there are no oth-
er businesses that (operate out of 
that) area.” 

The company’s statement reads, 
“We touch lives and make a difference 
with absolute compassion.”

Co-owner John Cimino Jr. also runs 
The Meadows at Country Place, an 
assisted living facility nearby as well as 
CareGivers of Land Park. He comes 
from a family of caregivers, which the 

Land Park News wrote about a few 
years ago. The three brothers, John Jr., 
Paul and Mark, all run facilities in the 
area. Each brother is passionate about 
the resources their facilities provide to 
the community.

Certified last December, Abso-
lute Compassion Hospice and Pal-
liative Care has since been able to 
bill Medicare, explained office man-
ager Kenneth Mendoza. “It’s been 
in existence for awhile, but it takes 
awhile to become medicare certi-
fied. We’re an LLC (or a limited li-

Greenhaven business provides absolute compassion during one’s final days

See Hospice, page 16
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As it has been reported in 
this publication previously, 
Camellia Waldorf School 
is opening this fall in the 
Pocket neighborhood. Af-
ter 26 years on Freeport 
Boulevard, Camellia has 
moved its parent-toddler 
program, preschool, ele-
mentary and middle school 
to 7450 Pocket Road. 

The school, which pur-
chased the site this sum-

mer, hopes to develop long-
lasting relationships with 
neighboring families, com-
munity groups, and busi-
nesses. “It has long been 
our dream to own a per-
manent home for Camellia 
Waldorf School,” said Ar-

dyth Sokoler, the school’s 
administrator. “Nestling 
our school in this residen-
tial area is truly ideal. We 
couldn’t be more pleased to 

have found this site in the 
Pocket neighborhood.”

Meredith Johanson, cur-
rent board member who 
served as Camellia’s ad-
ministrator for nearly two 
decades, says that since 
the school’s founding in 
1989, its leadership grap-
pled with the question of 
“Should we stay, or should 
we go” from the Freeport 
site. ( Johanson has been a 
part of Camellia ever since 
her daughter entered kin-
dergarten in 1990, year two 
of the school’s existence.)

Growing little by lit-
tle from a single room that 
housed the school’s first 
kindergarten class -- and 
that shared walls with bank 
offices – Camellia eventual-
ly took over the entire prop-
erty on Freeport. It became 
an urban oasis that sur-
prised visitors who drove 
past Sacramento Executive 
Airport, into the parking 
lot of Lanai Shopping Cen-
ter, and entered the gates 
of the school, finding gar-
dens and fruit trees, chick-
ens and bunnies, beauti-
ful play yards and climbing 
structures made of natu-
ral materials, and children 
happily engaged in learn-
ing – learning as children 
do at Camellia, which is to 
say “with their head, heart, 

and hands,” through cur-
riculum that integrates ac-
ademic learning, physical 
activity, appreciation for 
the arts, and moral respon-
sibility.

Having outgrown the 
Freeport site (and with no 
chance of  owning it), Ca-
mellia acted quickly at the 
opportunity to purchase 
7450 Pocket Road. Jo-
hanson said, “ We looked 
at many potential sites 
over the years, and this 
was definitely the best 
one.” Now, Pocket fami-
lies can look forward to a 
new school in the neigh-
borhood – one that serves 
students from preschool 
through eighth grade, in 
addition to offering par-
ent-toddler classes.

Members of the Camellia 
community are already work-
ing the same magic on the new 
campus that they did on the 
old one: First steps included 
tearing up asphalt at the new 
site and bringing in truck-
loads of wooden furnishings 
and materials that are in har-
mony with the natural land-
scape and that inspire chil-
dren’s imaginative play and 
healthy physical activity.

After hosting an open 
house on Aug. 22, the school 
will begin its first classes at 
the Pocket Road location on 
Sept. 9. 

Learn more at camelliawaldorf.
org, or contact admissions@ca-
melliawaldorf.org. Camellia 
Waldorf School, 7450 Pocket 
Road; 427-5022.

Camellia Waldorf School holds 
open house at old Merryhill 
location on Saturday

Photos by Monica Stark
Shown here is a collection of photos from the closing ceremony for the Camellia 
Waldorf Freeport Boulevard campus, which was held on Saturday, Aug. 15.

Camellia:
Continued from page 4

See Camellia, page 5

“It has long been our dream to own a 
permanent home for Camellia Waldorf School.”

– Ardyth Sokoler



� Pocket News • August 20, 2015 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. �www.valcomnews.com • August 20, 2015 • Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

By alicia DienSt

Sikhs in the Sacramento 
area turned the assaults on 
their community into a ral-
lying cry not for justice or 
revenge, but for service. Six 
people were killed and three 
others were wounded at the 
Sikh Temple in Oak Creek, 
Wisconsin by a white su-
premacist on Aug. 5, 2012. 
Every August since then, 
the Sikh Coalition, a civil 
rights advocacy group, has 
sponsored a national Day of 
Seva, or what is called “self-
less service” in Punjabi. This 
year, Sikhs observed that 
day on Saturday, Aug. 1.

This year, Sacramento 
Sikhs partook in three com-
munity service efforts: they 
distributed a lunch-time 
meal in the Alkali Flats, 
helped with William Land 
Park landscaping and main-
tenance, and ran a Toys for 
Tots drive. 

Service is a critical part 
of the Sikh culture. “People 
ask what we get in return 
for giving to our communi-
ties. What we get is price-
less in terms of connection 
to the community,” said 
Harjit Kaur, Sikh Coali-
tion Community Develop-
ment Manager.  Although 
there is also a strong “feel 
good” element to the effort, 
Kaur said that if even one 
person learns more about 
Sikhism then their effort 
is worth it. “We want to 
take tragedy and mourn it 
in a way to give back to the 
community.”

Sikh communities exist 
in 50 cities in the U.S. with 
California having the largest 
membership of all the states. 
Sikhism, the fifth largest re-
ligion worldwide, has a be-
lief in chardi kala or eternal 
optimism, which also guides 
their work in the communi-
ty. Yet Sikhs still encounter 
misconceptions about them 
because they wear turbans 
that people often mistake 
for the dress worn by reli-
gious extremists from the 
Middle East. 

“We get confused with ter-
rorists, but nine times out of 
10 people wearing turbans 
are Sikh,” said Kaur, who 
added Sikhs hope that serv-
ing the community in a pub-
lic way will “make the con-
versation more friendly.”

Thousands of Sikhs live 
in Sacramento County.  Five 
to eight temples have been 
built in the Sacramento/Elk 
Grove area since the first 
Sikh, Dalip Sigh Saundh 
came to the United States 
and was elected to the U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
the first Asian to hold that 
office.

Sacramento area Sikhs 
mourn the deaths of two 
grandfathers gunned down 
in Elk Grove in March of 
2011. Police declared those 
shootings domestic terror-
ism and are treating them as 
hate crimes. “This was all the 
more reason for us to have a 
community response.” It was 
important for Sikhs to make 
them more visible, but it still 
feels unresolved to the Sikh 
community, Kaur said. 

Sikhs have a tradition 
of serving vegetarian food 
without charge to whoev-
er is hungry at their temples 
called langar every day. A 
group of young Sikhs serve 
food to hungry people ev-
ery Thursday in Sacramen-
to. Raman Singh, who coor-
dinates this effort, said the 
weekly food distribution 
on the street is organized 
by individuals and families, 
though also supported by 
the Sikh Coalition. The Co-
alition assists by recruiting 
volunteers and sponsoring 
special events like this year’s 
Day of Seva.

“It doesn’t take much 
money to do this work,” 
Singh said. People reserve 

days to coordinate and fund 
them weeks in advance and 
will take the opportunity to 
combine the effort with spe-
cial occasions like their chil-
dren’s birthdays. The re-
turn for Singh, he said, is 
“Peace. You know you’re do-
ing something to help peo-
ple by at least giving them a 
meal once a week.” 

Harjit Kaur said, “We go 
to where the homeless are to 
show our identity by being 
in the community.” 

Sixteen-year-old Amrit 
Bangha, a student at Nato-
ma Pacific High School, said 
his cousin, Daman Bang-
hu founded the weekly food 
distribution in Sacramen-
to. Bangha said he helps out 
every Thursday “just to give 
back to the community. We 
have more than we need, so 
we give back.” 

Forty-six year-old Ten-
nessee shared a slice of piz-
za with a friend on the side-
walk and told his story.  
Tennessee (who chose not 
to share his last name), said 
he lost his job and his apart-
ment after being hit by a car 

a year ago and has been on 
the street and coming to this 
site ever since.  He said “It 
helps a lot of people here 
cause they don’t have any 
other way to get food.”

Kaur said that the shoot-
ing at the Emanuel AME 
Church in South Caroli-
na on June 17 this year by a 
suspect who may also have 
had racist motives rein-
forced for Sikhs the need for 
unity with other religious 
communities. “It’s more im-

portant to make a bigger and 
broader community. Any-
time a minority group is at-
tacked… there’s more a sense 
of wanting to stand together 
with anyone who is impact-
ed by hate. It creates great-
er understanding (to unify) 
and that drives my passion 
for this work.”

Sacramento Sikhs respond to tragedies with service

Photo by Alicia Dienst
Local Sikhs responded to violence with a day of service in Sacramento.

See answers, page 17
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document prep services

Legal Document Prep Services:
LIVING TRUST/LIVING WILL

• Trust • Will
• Powers of Attorney
• Residential Deed

Couples $495   Singles $450
Lynda K. Knight (916) 214-1215

1337 Howe Ave., Ste. 103 
Sacto 95825

legal services

Day Club, Respite, 
Residential, Support Groups

& Educational Classes

7707 Rush River Dr. Sacto, CA 95831
(916) 392-3510

casey.s@chancellorhealthcare.com
www.reverecourt.com

SPECIAL ALZHEIMER’S LIVING

Lic. #347001338/342

your ad should be here!

Call Melissa today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

Faces and Places: 

Eskaton Therapeutic 
and Healing Garden 
ribbon cutting
Photos by Monica Stark
editor@valcomnews.com

A beautiful ribbon cutting ceremony and garden par-
ty was held on Friday. Aug. 14 for the new Therapeutic 
and Healing Garden at Eskaton Care Center Greenhaven, 
455 Florin Road. Patients, residents, family members, staff 

and donors gathered for the 
party to look at some of the 
garden’s features, which in-
clude the first wheelchair 
accessible labyrinth in the 
greater Sacramento area, a 
rehabilitation pad for pa-
tients learning to walk again 
after a stroke, surgery or ill-
ness. It also features wheel-
chair accessible planter box-
es and a living wall. The 
garden will cut water use by 
50 percent. The garden par-
ty featured tours and live 
entertainment.See Eskaton, page 9

Eskaton:
Continued from page 8



10 Pocket News • August 20, 2015 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. 11www.valcomnews.com • August 20, 2015 • Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

Bobinski Dental
Because Your Smile is Our Passion

7410 Greenhaven Dr. Ste 107

(916) 391-2888
www.BobinskiDental.com

Margaret Bobinski, D.D.S.

New Patient Special
Come in for a FREE

exam and x-rays!

Cosmetic and General Dentistry.

Photos by kathi WinDheiM

Politicians, law enforce-
ment and community mem-
bers gathered for an evening 
of fun, community and free 
ice cream at the annual Na-

tional Night Out event at 
Lewis Park. 

Sponsored by NextDoor 
Pocket, Assemblymember 
Jim Cooper and Council-
memeber Rick Jennings, the 
event had about 87 people, 
including Vivian Lee Jazz 
Band and free Baskin Rob-
bins ice cream for event go-
ers. Pictures from this event 
show Lt. Justin Risley with 
NNO student volunteer, 

Amy Toy; Asian Peace Of-
ficers President Randy  Ka-
jikoka, SPD’s Lt. Steve 
Oliveira, Kathi Windheim 
(Nextdoor), Kim Blackwell 
(from Jennings’ office), Sky-
ler Wonnacott  (from Coo-
per’s office), Omega Brewer 
(from Senator Richard Pan’s 
office), Maria Sullivan, Sac-
ramento Police Department’s 
Sgt. Van Dusen, and Angela 
Wood (from Nextdoor).

Faces and Places: 

National Night Out at Lewis Park 



1� Pocket News • August 20, 2015 • www.valcomnews.com Valley Community Newspapers, Inc. 1�www.valcomnews.com • August 20, 2015 • Pocket NewsValley Community Newspapers, Inc.

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

 24 STILL bAy COURT • $998,500
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

7438 RUSH RIvER DRIvE • $249,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

1322 PALOmAR CIRCLE
Remodeled & Updated S. Land Park 
beauty with almost 2100 sq feet. Very 
versatile home with multi-use possibilities 
throughout. Upstairs master suite with 
separate office plus bonus room that 
could be walk-in-closet or sitting room or 
even a 3rd bathroom.  $359,000  
PAm LIgHTFORD • 806-1020

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

908 gREENSTAR WAy
Spacious, light, & bright, 2 story home 
with 3 bedrooms 2.5 bathrooms & 2 
car garage. Home recently updated 
with new paint, carpet, stainless steel 
appliances & tile floors. Vaulted ceil-
ing, fireplace, inside laundry room and 
a larger backyard. $288,800
JOCELyN yAP • 601-9581

800 SHORESIDE DRIvE
Large kitchen w/double ovens, rang-
es & microwaves! Custom cabinetry, 
nook & dining bar. Lots of windows 
w/ view to pool & lake. Hrdwd floors, 
new carpeting 10 yr new hvac for 
both units.$725,000 
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ Low intRodUCtoRy CoSt
★ StaRt anytime
★ LiVe CLaSSeS

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ montHLy CaSH FLow
★ tenant SCReening
★ maintenanCe

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

800 SHORESIDE DRIvE
Hard to find single story duplex on the 
lake! Large side has almost 2400 sq ft,large 
kitchen w/double ovens, ranges & micro-
waves! Custom cabinetry, nook & dining 
bar. Lots of windows w/ view to pool & 
lake. Hrdwd floors, new carpeting 10 yr 
new hvac for both units. $739,000  
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

7665 AmbROSE WAy
Updated and remodeled single story 
with new heat (gas) and air, new 
carpet, newly painted interior, roof 
is newer as well. Kitchen updated 
with newer appliances and granite 
countertops. Baths updated in the 
last 2 years. $339,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

7682 RIvER vILLAgE DRIvE
Fantastic home w/a great welcom-
ing feeling - vaulted ceilings once 
you open the doors. enjoy separate 
family room & living room glossed 
with marble flooring. nice wet bar 
with buffet area for great entertaining.  
$399,000 - $425,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104

SOLD

PENDING

COOK REALTy 
CHARITy gOLF
TOURNAmENT

FRIDAy SEPT. 18TH
WILLIAm LAND PARK

to play: 
Call Ed daniEls 204-6702

to donatE: 
Call JoCElyn yap 601-9581

PENDING

Residential License #: 347001338 
Day Club License #: 347001342
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The Man from 
U.N.C.L.E 
The MPAA has rated this PG-13

Warner Bros. brings us a 
revamped 1960s TV clas-
sic ramped up to the speed 
of director Guy Ritchie’s 
style with “ The Man From 
U.N.C.L.E.” If you’ve won-
dered what those letters 
stand for, they represent: 
United Network Command 
for Law Enforcement. The 
characters from the original 
TV show of Napoleon Solo, 
Illia Kuryakin, and Alexan-
der Waverly are embodied 
in this big screen version by 
actors Henry Cavill, Armie 
Hammer, and Hugh Grant. 

Set in the early 1960s, 
we find Solo with an as-
signment to extract beau-
tiful Gabby (Alicia Vikan-
der), from east Berlin. A 
big chase ensues, and af-
ter some stylish daring-do 
they escape with their lives 
just in time to be debriefed 
by U.N.C.L.E. operatives. 
One of them, Sanders, is 
played by Jared Harris, the 
son of actor Richard Har-
ris. Jared Harris is one of 
my absolutely favorite ac-
tors working today. It is a 
pity that his character does 
not have longer scenes in 
the movie. 

Sanders warns of more dis-
comfort as Solo is about to 
be teamed with Illia Kurya-
kin (Armie Hammer), the 
KGB agent he’s just nearly 
been killed by. They are not 
looking forward to work-
ing together for the great-
er good, but must bite the 
bullet and try. It’s here that 
the two agents from oppo-
site sides plan to move back 
undercover with Gaby to in-
filtrate a mysterious orga-
nization trying to prolifer-
ate nuclear weapons. Illia 
and Gaby are to pose as an 
engaged couple, whilst Solo 
lives up to his last name and 
runs interference. 

Lovely Ms. Vikander cer-
tainly has been lighting up 
screens quite a bit since her 
big splash in “Ex-Machina.” 
This movie has excellent 
photography and the col-
ors are lush and vivid, like-
ly due to the skillful work 
of lensman John Mathieson. 
The repartee between Solo 

and Kuryakin has an overly 
simplified rivalry that seems 
comic book-like in nature, 
rather than a stylish tongue-
in-cheek style which may 
have been intended. 

Although entertaining to 
watch, this movie does not 
come near the excellence of 
the recently released “Mis-
sion Impossible: Rogue 
Nation”, a movie in a simi-
lar genre. Unlike some pe-
riod productions that look 
like they capture a time and 
place, this has a sparseness 
to the overall look of the pic-
ture that makes it too clean 
and like a make-believe mov-
ie set to be realistic in bring-
ing the period to life. 

Henry Cavill’s character 
of Napoleon Solo has a stiff-
ness in this that makes him 
seem more like the animated 
cartoon character “Archer” 
than the original Solo of 
the TV era who was played 
by Robert Vaughn. Grant-
ed, they are different people, 
and I do like Mr. Cavill as an 
actor. I think the fault here 
is the script and direction. 
Where there might have 
been camp or charm value, 
it falls flat. Of course there’s 
plenty of chase scenes on 
land and the sea around Na-
ples, and the locations are 
the real places depicted. 

Overall this movie is not 
a waste of your time, but it 
might have proved more ex-
citing had it been released 
before the superior spy 
movie “Mission Impossi-
ble: Rogue Nation.” Direc-
tor Guy Ritchie uses a lot 
of screen separations and 
clever editing of sequences; 
some very good, the rest too 
gimmicky. It happens fre-
quently enough that you no-
tice the device or optical ef-
fect and loose thread of the 
story, and that is a fatal er-
ror. The leads remind me 
of the comic book “Spy vs. 

Spy” more than the origi-
nal TV series elements, thus 
“Man from U.N.C.L.E.” is 
a “Spy vs. Spy” stylish ad-
venture that is fun to watch 
but does not gel due to the 
script’s plastic dialogue and 
squeaky-clean look.

Matias Bombal’s Hollywood

Why Pay Rent?
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TICKETS AT RIVERCATS.COM

#1 Bookkeeper
32 yrs. exp. in industries like Auto, Mechanics, 
restaurants, Caterers, Massage, Doctors, 
Chiropractors, Non-profit, retail, Martial Arts, 
Barber, Construction, Wholesale, Investment 
Clubs, Corp, partnerships, Sm Business. We 
are experts in General Ledger, payroll, profit 
& Loss & Quarterlies. Call for yr specialized 
appt. Same low 1990 rates. Ask for Irene Senst 
(916) 640-3820, Nevada (775) 410-3422. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

bookkeeping

#1 Tax preparer
32 yrs. exp. We specialize in Business Tax returns 
including Corp & partnerships. We prepare 
expertly all past tax returns including all State 
returns. Get the most deductions allowed to you 
by law. CTeC registered & Bonded. please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
Nevada (775) 410-3422. Same low 1990 rates. 
www.taxirene.info • taxireneinfo@gmail.com

Tax preparerMattress savings up to 
75% off MSRP!! 

Overstock inventory from a 
National Mattress Distributor! 
Queen Plush! Top! Mattresses 

start at $150. All Mattresses are 
new in factory sealed packages. 

All sizes & comfort choices! 
Call to arrange your savings! 

Delivery available
916-661-2400

Se Habla Español (916) 505-4673 

We offer FAST PICKUP at a location
that is conveniently located near you.

handyman 
Summer clean-up SpecialS!!
rain guter cleaning– Concrete removal (patio, drive-
ways, borders, etc.) rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light 
tree trimming, & more. ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 
18 yrs. exp.Specials for seniors. licensed

handyman
handyman SerViceS
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. electrical, plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,plaster, 
Stucco, repairs and remodeling, you name it! lic#
908942. call Steven at 230-2114.

By Dixie reiD

Sacramento State’s Japa-
nese American Archival Col-
lection ( JAAC) is the largest 
holding of its kind in the Cal-
ifornia State University system. 
For that reason, Sac State will 
receive $40,000 – the largest 
share of a $321,000 National 
Park Service grant awarded to 
a consortium of 13 CSU cam-
puses – to digitize original doc-
uments related to the World 
War II internment of Japanese-
born and Japanese American 
citizens.

Planning for the two-year 
CSU Japanese American Dig-
itization Project will begin in 
September. Eventually, more 
than 10,000 unique, histor-
ic documents belonging to the 
13 universities will be made 
available worldwide to schol-
ars, researchers, schoolchildren, 
filmmakers, and others on a 
CSU-sponsored website.

Sac State’s $40,000 grant 
share will allow the Depart-
ment of Special Collections and 
University Archives to hire stu-
dent library assistants to digi-
tize about 4,000 historic paper 
items, including the personal 

correspondence of Sacramen-
to internees forced from their 
homes, farms, and businesses 
by the U.S. government.

“Some CSUs only have one 
box in their collection but it’s 
unique to their community,” 
says Julie Thomas, Sacramento 
State’s Special Collections and 
Manuscripts librarian. “What 
makes our collection special is 
the depth and breadth of the 
documentation. Ours is the 
best, hands down. These are 
primary sources that haven’t 
been interpreted or have a bias. 
It’s the unvarnished truth.”

Among the documents are 
personal letters and diaries, news-
letters, yearbooks, War Reloca-
tion Authority publications, and 
newspapers from the period.

Sac State’s JAAC was cre-
ated in 1994 with a gift of 
photographs, artifacts, and 
documents from longtime Sac-
ramento teacher Mary Tsuro-
ko Tsukamoto. She grew up in 
the Florin community, where 
her parents farmed grapes and 
strawberries. Before World 
War II, Florin was home to 
hundreds of Japanese immi-
grants and their American-
born children.

Tsukamoto spent the war 
years with her husband and 
daughter in the internment 
camp at Jerome, Ark.

Two months after Japan at-
tacked American military in-
stallations at Pearl Harbor, 
President Franklin Roosevelt 
signed Executive Order 9066, 
which sent about 120,000 
Americans of Japanese de-
scent to 10 internment camps 
around the country. There they 
stayed until the war’s end.

According to the National Ar-
chives, 5,121 people gave Sacra-
mento as their last permanent 
address before evacuation.

Tsukamoto encouraged oth-
ers in the Japanese American 
community to donate their in-
ternment-related memorabil-
ia to Sacramento State. VFW 
Nisei Post 8985 gave its records, 
the Florin Japanese American 
Citizens League gave its oral his-
tories, and many families offered 
photographs and artifacts.

The University Library staff 
hopes that the CSU Japanese 
American Digitization Project 
will prompt more donations to 
the JAAC.

“We want to add to the col-
lection and share it with our 

students and the world,” says 
Amy Kautzman, dean of the li-
brary. “By sharing the hard real-
ity of the internment camps, we 
can help ensure that this won’t 
happen again.”

More than 1,300 donated 
photographs and artifacts (in-
cluding furniture, clothing, farm 
implements, and arts and crafts) 
were digitally reproduced in 
2004 and can be viewed at the 
JAAC ImageBase: http://digi-
tal.lib.csus.edu/jaac.

“The documents were the 
glaring gap in the ImageBase, 
because of the challenges of 
digitizing them,” says Thomas.

The library now owns a spe-
cial scanner with a book edge 
meant to reproduce fragile 
printed material.

“In telling the story of Japa-
nese American internment, the 
manuscripts – more than the 
photographs and artifacts – 
provide the legal and person-
al details,” says Jennifer Ware, 
interim associate dean of Uni-
versity Library. “They fill in the 
spaces. We’re fortunate that the 
Florin community saved these 
documents and worked with 
Sac State to donate them, so 
that we can make them avail-
able to researchers.”

Sacramento State’s collec-
tion is the most comprehen-
sive in the CSU, Thomas says. 
“It tells all sides of the story. 
You get the point of view of 
evacuees, internees, the gov-
ernment, people who sup-
ported the evacuation, and 
people who protested it,” she 
says. “That’s what makes our 
collection so special. There al-
ways are two sides to a sto-
ry, but in this case, there are 
about five. A good researcher 
might want to look at it from 
all of those angles.”

Planning for the two-year 
CSU Japanese American Dig-
itization Project began in 
2014, when Sacramento State 
and four other CSUs shared 
a $40,000 grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities. The larger consortium 
was awarded the $321,000 Na-
tional Park Service grant earlier 
this summer.

In addition to Sacramento 
State, the CSU campuses par-
ticipating in the digitization 
project are Dominguez Hills, 
Bakersfield, Channel Islands, 
Fresno, Fullerton, Northridge, 
San Jose, San Bernardino, San 
Diego, San Luis Obispo, San 
Francisco, and Sonoma.

Sac State to digitize World War II internment documents
Hours for the Robbie Waters 

Pocket Greenhaven Library, located 
at 7335 Gloria Drive, are as follows: 
Sunday and Monday, closed; Tues-
day from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wednes-
day from noon to 8 p.m.; Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Friday from 
1 to 6 p.m.; Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

For details, telephone the Sacra-
mento Public Library at (916) 264-
2920 or visit www.saclibrary.org.

cops & kids reading / Police 
officer Storytime at Pocket library 
(Family/all ages)

thursday, aug. 20 at 2:30 p.m.: 
Book ‘em, kiddo!  An officer from 
the Sacramento Police Department 
will be here each Thursday to share 
stories with children and families 
in the Reading Tower area of the 
Pocket Library. This special sum-
mer series is made possible with 
support from the Sacramento Po-
lice Department and is part of the 
Sacramento Public Library’s “Read 
to the Rhythm” Summer Reading 
Challenge.

Job coach appointments at Pocket 
library (adult)

thursday, aug. 20 at 3 p.m.: 
Looking for a job? Need help? 

Make an appointment with our 
front desk to meet one-on-one 
with a trained job coach. Get 
help with sprucing up your re-
sume, learn better job searching 
techniques, polish your interview 
skills, and more!  Sign up for an 
appointment at the Service Desk 
or call 264-2920.

Drawing class @ Pocket library 
(adult)

Friday, aug. 21 at 10 a.m.: The 
joy of drawing with pencil, col-
ored pencil, and ink will be the 
focus of this eight week class.  
Students will become famil-
iar with the various drawing im-
plements and artistic terminolo-
gy used in the world of fine art.  
They will have the opportunity 
to view drawings created by art-
ists throughout history and then 
share their thoughts and ideas re-
garding the evolution of drawing.  
Fun warm-up sketching exercis-
es will be used to set the mood 
for the planned demonstrations 
and projects.  Students will gain 
knowledge and skills that will en-
able them to conceptualize create 
render and complete drawings.   
Space is limited and registration 
is required.  Please note that par-

ticipants should plan to attend 
all 8 sessions. Registration is re-
quired

 
knit together @ Pocket library 
(adult)

Friday, aug. 21 at1 p.m.: Anyone 
interested in knitting—even an abso-
lute beginner – is invited to join the 
Pocket Library Knitting Group. Par-
ticipants can learn to knit get help on 
current projects or general advice from 
expert knitters. There might even be 
some great conversations too. Don’t 
forget to bring your knitting needles 
and yarn! 

Duct tape and candy Wrapper 
Bracelets – Pocket library (teen)

Saturday, aug. 22 at 2 p.m.: Teens 
and tweens are invited to make can-
dy wrapper-style bracelets (bring your 
own wrappers if you want to use them 
– otherwise we’ll be using magazine 
paper) and duct tape bracelets.  This 
free program is part of the Sacramento 
Public Library’s “Read to the Rhythm” 
Summer Reading Challenge.

Baby/toddler Stay & Play at 
Pocket library (early childhood 
(0-5))

tuesday, aug. 25 at 10:15 a.m.: 
“Stay and Play” is an unstructured so-

cial time for babies and toddlers (ages 
0 and up!--older siblings are welcome 
as long as everyone can play nicely to-
gether)  and their caretakers. Devel-
opmental toys and board books will 
be available. These informal play ses-
sions will be immediately followed by 
a storytime for babies and toddlers 
(ages 0-3 years) and their caretakers/
families, except on the last Tuesday of 
each month, when we have a special 
performance by Mister Cooper in-
stead. This program is made possible 
with support from the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library.

Mr. cooper’s Sing-a-long club at 
Pocket library (early childhood 
(0-5))

tuesday, aug. 25 at 11 a.m.: A 
family-friendly performance by lo-
cal singer/guitarist Mr. Ken Cooper.  
This program is made possible by the 
Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of the Li-
brary.

Baby/toddler Stay & Play at 
Pocket library (early childhood 
(0-5))

Thursday, aug. 27 at 10:15 a.m.: 
“Stay and Play” is an unstructured so-
cial time for babies and toddlers (ages 

Robbie Waters Pocket Greenhaven Library events

See Library events, page 19

ability company). We’ve 
been serving pro bono 
since we were licensed in 
2013, but we still had to 
provide hospice care to 
prove to Medicare how 
we work.” 

Providing the servic-
es pro bono, Mendoza 
said has been a good in-
vestment for the own-
ers. Because the owners 
also own the assisted liv-
ing facility, they thought 
why not put up their own 
hospice, as they were met 
with some frustrations 
with other hospice pro-
viders, he said. “We took 
care of those people and 
we didn’t get paid at all,” 
he said. 

Absolute Compassion 
Hospice and Palliative 
Care’s administrator and 
co-owner Rangi Paula V. 
Giner was a nurse in the 
Philippines and worked 
more than 10-20 years 
in Saudi Arabia. When 
she moved to the Unit-
ed States, she opened her 
own assisted living in Las 
Vegas, Mendoza said. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 11, 
Absolute Compassion 
Hospice and Palliative 
Care held an open house, 
which was beautifully ca-
tered with guests enjoy-
ing hors d’oeuvres, wine 
and live music in a tran-
quil setting on the edge of 
Lake Greenhaven. Invited 
were local business own-
ers and patients’ family 
members. “It (was) a way 
of thanking them for al-
lowing us to provide care 
to our loved ones,” Men-
doza said. 

Coming soon on Sept. 
23 at 6 p.m., Pati will pro-
vide a talk, titled The Al-
phabet Soup of Senior 
Healthcare: How to un-
derstand what the doc-
tor is telling you when it 
comes to acronyms and 
diagnosis. The talk will be 
held at the Absolute Com-
passion Hospice & Pal-
liative Care office, 6355 
Riverside Blvd., Suite T. 
RSVP is required. Space 
is limited. Please contact 
399-5922 or e-mail kp-
mendoza@absolutecom-
passion.com for more de-
tails or to make an RSVP.

Hospice:
Continued from page 3
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tree service Your services are needed! 
call (916) 429-9901 

and reserve your space on the 
Pocket  News

Home improvement page

tree  & gardening services

BAXTER TILE
EXPERT INSTALLATION
REMODELING & REPAIR

Ceramic • Marble • Granite
Floors • Counters • Walls

33 Years Experience • FREE Estimates

916-213-4669
License #668100

tiLe WOrK

roof/gutter cleaning

roofing

rain gutterS

B & T Upholstery & Repair

upHOLsterY

Furniture
upholstery at 

its finest

1600-B Kitchner rd., sacto 95822
916/392-1959 • 916/995-7177

* Senior Discounts
www.bandtupholstery.com

ADDITION SPECIALIST YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HANDYMAN

YOUR AD SHOULD BE HERE!

Call today!

Call  429-9901

Your services 
are needed.

Your ad should be here.
Ad design is free.

HOUSE CLEANINGHARDWOOD FLOORING

Specializing in installing, sanding, 
and fi nishing hardwood fl ooring 

or repair and refurbish your current fl oors.

Call Michael – (916) 383-8742
Lic # 544159/References Available

Hardwood Flooring

CAPITOL ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

 (916) 451-2300
Cell: 213-3740

Reasonable Residential & 
Commercial Work since 1960

Repairs, Trouble Shooting
Custom Lighting/FREE Est.

Excellent ref from Angie’s List

Neil McIntire –– C.S.L.# 394307

HARDWOOD FLOORSHANDYMAN

GET READY FOR SUMMER!
Call LESTER 

(916) 838-1247

Pressure wash your driveways clean! your decks, too!
 Clean out your garage! Replace that old lawn! 

Hard work ---not a problem!

• HAULING & YARD CLEAN-UP
• RAIN GUTTER CLEANING
• CONCRETE REMOVAL
• HEDGE TRIMMING 
• PRESSURE WASHING

SPECIALS FOR SENIORS/*SERVING THE AREA FOR OVER 18 YRS*

Lic#128758/Ref

CREATURE CATCHERS/REMOVAL

Creature Catchers Wildlife Management
“If it walks or flies, we’ll remove it”

CreatureCatchers.org     530 885-PEST(7378)

PAINTING

CLEANING

CSL# 996271

ROONEY’S 
PLUMBING

FULL SERVICE PLUMBING

PLUMBING

License #683668

rooneysplumbing.com

456-7777

GARY’S PAINTING
CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL                   

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR OVER 20 
YEARS EXPERIENCE WITH PRIDE

EXCELLENT REFERENCES       

725-8781
cContractors Lic. # 734323

McClatchy ‘67

“Member BBB”

PAINTINGPAINTING

LAWN SERVICE

0 and up!--older siblings are welcome 
as long as everyone can play nicely to-
gether)  and their caretakers. Devel-
opmental toys and board books will 
be available. These informal play ses-
sions will be immediately followed by 
a storytime for babies and toddlers 
(ages 0-3 years) and their caretakers/
families, except on the last Tuesday of 
each month when we have a special 
performance by Mister Cooper in-
stead. This program is made possible 
with support from the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library.

Baby/toddler Storytime for 
ages 0-3 at Pocket library (early 
childhood (0-5))

Thursday, aug. 27 at 11 a.m.: A 
combined toddler and baby storytime 
in which babies and toddlers (ages 0 
to 3 years) and their caretakers are in-
vited to join us for songs and rhymes 
in this language enrichment program 
designed to boost brain development. 
Please also note that on the last Tues-
day of each month we’ll have a special 
musical performance by Mr. Cooper 
instead of storytime.

cops & kids reading / Police officer 
Storytime at Pocket library (Fami-
ly/all ages)august 27, Thursday, 
2:30 p.m.: Book ‘em, kiddo!  An of-
ficer from the Sacramento Police De-
partment will be here each Thursday 
to share stories with children and fam-
ilies in the Reading Tower area of the 
Pocket Library. This special summer 
series is made possible with support 
from the Sacramento Police Depart-
ment and is part of the Sacramento 
Public Library’s “Read to the Rhythm” 
Summer Reading Challenge.

Job coach appointments at Pocket 
library (adult)

Thursday, aug. 27 at 3 p.m.: 
Looking for a job? Need help? Make 
an appointment with our front desk 
to meet one-on-one with a trained 
job coach. Get help with sprucing up 
your resume, learn better job search-
ing techniques, polish your interview 
skills and more!  Sign up for an ap-
pointment at the Service Desk or call 
264-2920.

Pocket-Greenhaven Friends of the 
library Meeting (adult)

Thursday, aug. 27 at 6 p.m.: Want 
to support your local library? Attend 

a meeting of the Pocket-Greenhaven 
Friends of the Library to discov-
er ways to volunteer, help raise funds 
and get involved in the community as 
you support the Pocket-Greenhaven 
Branch of the Sacramento Public Li-
brary.

Drawing class @ Pocket library 
(adult)

Friday, aug. 28 at 10 a.m.: The 
joy of drawing with pencil, colored 
pencil, and ink will be the focus of 
this eight week class.  Students will 
become familiar with the various 
drawing implements and artistic ter-
minology used in the world of fine 
art.  They will have the opportuni-
ty to view drawings created by artists 
throughout history and then share 
their thoughts and ideas regarding 
the evolution of drawing.  Fun warm-
up sketching exercises will be used to 
set the mood for the planned demon-
strations and projects.  Students will 
gain knowledge and skills that will 
enable them to conceptualize cre-
ate render and complete drawings.   
Space is limited and registration is 
required.  Please note that partici-
pants should plan to attend all eight 
sessions. Registration is required

knit together @ Pocket library 
(adult)

Friday, aug. 28 at 1 p.m.: Any-
one interested in knitting—even 
an absolute beginner – is invited 
to join the Pocket Library Knit-
ting Group. Participants can learn 
to knit, get help on current proj-
ects, or general advice from expert 
knitters. There might even be some 
great conversations too. Don’t for-
get to bring your knitting needles 
and yarn! 

robbie Waters Pocket-Greenhaven 
library 5th birthday

aug. 29: The Robbie Waters 
Pocket-Greenhaven Library will 
turn 5 years old! Come down to 
the library from 10 a.m. to noon 
for a festive celebration with mu-
sic, special guests, games and 
prizes, as well as catering by Far-
rell’s! This is a community cele-
bration not to be missed! SPL’s 
mascot Otterby Reading will be 
available for commemorative pho-
tos & Otterby has a special 5-year 
pin for guests until supplies run 
out! Party is absolutely free and 
sponsored by the Pocket-Green-
haven Friends of the Library!

Library events:
Continued from page 17
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CALL AND PLACE YOUR 
EVENT TODAY!

(916) 429-9901

JFK CLASS OF ‘75 
40 YR  REUNION

September 26, 2015

7–10 p.m. Early bird ticket raffle!
For more information go to:

www.tinyurl.com/JFKennedy75

 at Scott’s Seafood
The Westin-Portofino Tent

Cabrillo Clubhouse
100th year Anniversary

October 4, 2015

Contact:
Cabrillo Club #5
P.O. Box 189280

Sacramento, CA 95818
J. McKay: 916-421-3312

Share your history of the hall.

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Non-Profit Organization is 
Seeking Local Host Families for 
High School Exchange Students 
 ASSE International Student Exchange 
Programs (ASSE), in cooperation with your 
community high school, is looking for lo-
cal families to host boys and girls between 
the ages of 15 to 18 from a variety of coun-
tries: Norway, Denmark, Spain, Italy, Japan, 
to name a few.
ASSE students are enthusiastic and excit-
ed to experience American culture while 
they practice their English. They also love to 
share their own culture and language with 
their host families. Host families welcome 
these students into their family, not as a 
guest, but as a family member, giving every-
one involved a rich cultural experience.
The exchange students have pocket money 
for personal expenses and full health, acci-
dent and liability insurance. ASSE students 
are selected based on academics and person-
ality, and host families can choose their stu-
dent from a wide variety of backgrounds, 
countries and personal interests.
To become an ASSE Host Family or to find 
out how to become involved with ASSE 
in your community, please call 1-800-733-
2773 or go to www.host.asse.com to be-
gin your host family application. Students 
are eager to learn about their American host 
family, so begin the process of welcoming 
your new son or daughter today!

August

Railroad Museum to Present a 
Special Trivia Contest On a “Hot 
August Night” 
aug. 20:  As a highlight to the popular 
“Thursday Night at the Museums” program 
being offered by the California State Rail-
road Museum and the Sacramento History 
Museum during the summer months*, the 
Railroad Museum will offer a special trivia 
contest on a “Hot August Night” – Thurs-
day, August 20, 2015.   On this special eve-
ning, interested Museum guests will have an 
opportunity to win fun prizes by answer-
ing railroad history-related trivia questions.  
The trivia contest is open to all ages, begins 
at 6:30 p.m. and will be led by a spirited 
Railroad Museum docent.
In addition -- and to add some “Hot Au-
gust Nights” excitement to the special eve-

ning -- the Railroad Museum has partnered 
with the California Automobile Museum to 
display three eye-catching 1950s and 1960s 
era vintage automobiles inside the Muse-
um’s Roundhouse from 5 to 8 p.m. The spe-
cial trivia and “Hot August Nights” activities 
are included in Railroad Museum admis-
sion: $10 for adults, $5 for youths (ages 6-
17), and children ages five and under are 
free.  More information about the California 
State Railroad Museum is available at 916-
323-9280 or www.csrmf.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Health benefits of tea
aug. 20: An introduction to incorporat-
ing healthy and good tasting tea into your 
busy life. Learn about the healing proper-
ties of teas that can be bought at your lo-
cal grocery store. The instructor recently re-
turned from China, Japan and Korea where 
she was certified by the Academy of Medial 
Qi Gong and where she studied the healing 
properties of various teas and herbal blends 
which may enhance one’s health. Handouts 
will allow you to enjoy tea instead of taking 
notes.  Pre-registration of $15 is required 
or $20 drop-in fee at the door. Class will be 
held on August 20, 2015 from 1:30 - 3:00 
pm at ACC Senior Services, 7334 Park City 
Drive. For details, call (916) 393-9026 ext 
330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Food Trucks n Such followed by 
Frozen  
aug. 21: Enjoy good food truck food, 
music, friends and fun. Join in the fun 
from 5 to 8 p.m. at Garcia Bend Park. Af-
terward, Disney’s Frozen will be showing 
starting at sundown. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 60 Open House
aug. 22: Fire Station 60, located at 3301 
Julliard Dr., will have an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

EMF Exhibit & Slide Presentation: 
The Health Effects of 
Electromagnetic Pollution
aug. 23: Certified electromagnetic radiation 
specialist, Eric Windheim, is heavily involved 
in public education due to the extreme lack 
of government protection and warning about 
EMF and the health problems they cause. He 
is providing a free “public awareness, heath 
and safety” exhibit with slideshow on Aug. 
23 at the Sacramento Grange Hall, located at 
3830 U St. from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Crime prevention through 
environmental design
aug. 24: CPTED can reduce opportu-
nities for crime that may be inherent in 
the designs or structures of homes and 
in the design of neighborhoods. This 
training will teach you about “ Tar-
get Hardening”; making your home 
the hardest home to break into on the 
block by upgrading windows, replac-
ing strike plates and hinge screw with 
longer ones, keeping gates locked, etc. 
Information on alarm/video systems 
will also be provided. Free of Charge. 
Pre-registration is required. Class will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
ACC Senior Services, 7334 Park City 
Drive. For details, call (916) 393-9026 
ext 330, www.accsv.org. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Effective communication 
strategies class
aug. 27: Learn to decode verbal and behav-
ioral communication by someone with Al-
zheimer’s and dementia. Participants will 
leave with strategies for meaningful connec-
tion with people in early, middle and late 
stage dementia. Free of Charge. Pre-reg-
istration is required. Class will be held on 
August 27, 2015 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
at ACC Senior Services, 7334 Park City 
Drive. For details, call 1(800) 272-3900 or 
email ptardio@alz.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 16 Open House
aug. 29: Fire Station 16, located at 7363 
24th St., will have an open house from 2 to 
4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly mas-
cot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Curtis Fest
aug. 30: This year’s 9th Annual Cur-
tis Fest promises to be another exciting 
event where local artists exhibit and sell 
their work. This free event will be held at 
the Sierra 2 Center 2719 24th St from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. and will feature more than 
60 artists and artisans showcasing a wide 
range of artistries, including ceramicists, 
watercolorists, jewelry artists, photogra-
phers, potters, portraitists, fabric and gi-
clee artists. In addition to great art, Cur-
tis Fest also features great food from local 
vendors, live music from Jon Merriman, 
Jahari Sai and Matt Lancara & Marc Del 
Chiaro, face painting by the Happily Ever 
Laughter fairies and a petting zoo. Call 
to artists: Artists interested in participat-
ing this year’s Curtis Fest should register 
online by Aug 14: https://app.etapestry.
com/onlineforms/SierraCurtisNeigh-
borhoodAssn/curtisfest.html or call 
916-452-3005. Contact Faith Johnstone, 
events coordinator, or Jade Walker, mar-
keting coordinator, at 452-3005 or email: 
faith@sierra2.org, jade@sierra2.org.

september

Free! Riverside Concert Series at 
Camp Pollock
Sept. 10: Come Relax at Camp Pollock! 
Concert will feature a relaxing musical ex-
perience on Sacramento’s American Riv-
er Parkway. Concerts start at 6 and contin-
ue until 8 p.m. Bring your own picnic basket 
and blanket. Bring your leashed dog. Enjoy 
S’mores compliments of Sierra Service Proj-
ect! The events are hosted by the Sacramen-
to Valley Conservancy. For more informa-
tion, contact  sacramentovalleyconservancy.
org or call 731-8798. Camp Pollock is locat-
ed at 1501 Northgate Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 20 Open House
Sept. 12: Fire Station 20, located at 2512 
Rio Linda Blvd., will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Railroad Museum calls out for 
volunteers -- Special drop-in 
volunteer open house 
Sept. 12:  Fascinated by railroading his-
tory? Interested in working on a train? 
California State Parks, the California 
State Railroad Museum and Old Sacra-
mento State Historic Park (SHP) are re-
cruiting adults (18 or older) interested 
in volunteering to help communicate the 
West’s fascinating heritage of railroading 
and the California Gold Rush.  For those 
interested, a special, drop-in Volunteer 
Open House is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 12, 2015 from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the Stanford Gallery at 111 I Street in 
Old Sacramento.  Volunteer applications 
are being accepted through September 
15, which will be followed by an inter-
view process.
Each year, approximately 600 men and 
women volunteer for the California State 
Railroad Museum’s programs -- includ-
ing weekend excursion train operations, 
track construction, restoration and main-
tenance, even clerical work. A background 
in history is not required to become a vol-
unteer. In fact, most of the volunteers 
in the popular program began with lit-
tle knowledge of railroads or the Gold 
Rush.  As individuals become more famil-
iar with the Museum’s varied and frequent 
programs, many volunteers take on addi-
tional responsibilities, such as conducting 
research or giving talks to community or-
ganizations.  New docents can choose to 
work in the Museum interacting with vis-
itors from around the world, working in 
the railroad restoration shops on rare and 
unique railroad equipment, work on the 
Sacramento Southern Railroad, or other 
jobs in this dynamic and fun environment. 

Volunteering represents a serious commit-
ment of at least 84 volunteer hours annual-
ly, but the hours are flexible and the rewards 
can be tremendous.  Docents receive perks 
such as a discount at the Museum Store, 
preferential and/or early access to selected 
special events, and the pride of working at 
North America’s finest and most visited rail-
road museum.  Volunteer applications can 
be downloaded at http://www.parks.ca.gov/
?page_id=25583 and completed forms can 
be emailed to allaboard.csrm@parks.ca.gov 
or mailed/delivered to the Volunteer Co-
ordinator, California State Railroad Muse-
um, 111 I St., Sacramento, CA 95814.  For 
more information, please call 916-323-9280 
or 916-445-0269. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Free movie showing! Take 
Back Your Power: A critical 
investigation of the smart grid & 
smart meters
Sept. 13: 1 p.m. Josh del Sol’s award 
winning documentary investigates so-
called “smart” utility meters, uncover-
ing shocking evidence of in-home pri-
vacy invasions, increased utility bills, 
health & environmental harm, fires and 
unprecedented hacking vulnerability… 
and lights the path toward solutions.  
Eric Windheim, EMRS Certified Elec-
tromagnetic Radiation Specialist and 
founder of Sacramento Smart Me-
ter Awareness will host Q & A after 
the film. The event will be held at the 
Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 6151 H 
St.; http://www.eventbrite.com, call 
395-7336
Visit:  http://www.eventbrite.com/e/take-
back-your-power-a-critical-investigation-of-
the-smart-grid-smart-meters-tickets-17875
455970?aff=ehomesaved
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Railroad Museum to Highlight 
Important Role of Chinese 
Workers In Building the 
Transcontinental Railroad During 
Special Author Presentation
Sept. 16: California State Parks and the 
California State Railroad Museum are 
proud to present a special author presen-
tation and book signing opportunity by 
Robert S. Wells, author of Voices from 
the Bottom of the South China Sea, on 
Wednesday afternoon. The compelling 
and illustrated non-fiction book by Wells 
highlights the largely untold story of a 
tragic shipwreck in 1874 off Southern 
China that killed hundreds of Chinese 
who were just hours away from reuniting 
with their families after years of helping 
to build the Transcontinental Railroad.  
Based on lost records that were recent-
ly discovered and pieced together by the 

author, the historical book captures the 
lives of the Chinese passengers when they 
spent years laboring in California building 
the railroad, mining silver, growing food, 
and seeking their fortune. In fact, many 
Chinese workers during this time played 
critical roles in building the Transconti-
nental Railroad.  While many Chinese 
workers were already in California as part 
of the Gold Rush, many more came to 
California as a result of an ambitious re-
cruitment effort directed by five influen-
tial Sacramento businessmen and political 
figures – Leland Stanford, Collis P.  Hun-
tington, Mark Hopkins, E.B. Crocker and 
Charles Crocker.  Their goal was to find 
an inexpensive labor force to build the 
Central Pacific railroad eastward to con-
nect with the Union Pacific.  Included as 
a matter of course were hazardous work-
ing conditions such as blasting and cut-
ting through hard granite, blizzards and 
extreme cold, and the high altitudes of the 
Sierra. The special presentation will begin 
at 2 p.m. in the Museum’s East Theater 
and is included with Museum admission: 
$10 for adults, $5 for youths (ages 6-17), 
and children ages five and under are free.  
The book Voices from the Bottom of the 
South China Sea will be available for pur-
chase in the Museum store.  For more in-
formation, please call 916-323-9280 or 
visit www.csrmf.org. Every Californian 
should take steps to conserve water. Find 
out how at SaveOurWater.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Fire Station 43 Open House
Sept. 19: Fire Station 43, located at 4201 El 
Centro Road, will have an open house from 
2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly 
mascot Sparky. 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Lupus awareness and fundraising 
event
Sept. 26: The Alliance for Lupus Research 
is holding a Move to Cure Lupus Aware-
ness and Fundraising event  at Granite Re-
gional Park. ALR is a national nonprof-
it with a mission to find better treatments 

and ultimately prevent and cure System-
ic Lupus Erythematous, a debilitating au-
toimmune disease by supporting medical 
research. Because the ALR’s Board of Di-
rectors funds all fundraising and adminis-
trative costs, 100 percent of all donations 
goes to support lupus research programs. 
To date, ALR has committed over $100 
million to lupus research. ALR holds lu-
pus awareness events all over the coun-
try but this is the first time they will hold 
an event in Sacramento. Participants can 
choose from a 5Kwalk, soul line dancing 
and yoga. Visit walk.lupusresearch/Sacra-
mento today to register to participate. Lu-
pus is an autoimmune disease in which a 
person’s immune system mistakenly attacks 
the body’s own tissue and organs. The ex-
act cause of lupus is not known.

OctOber

Free! Riverside Concert Series at 
Camp Pollock
oct. 1: Come Relax at Camp Pollock! Con-
cert will feature a relaxing musical experi-
ence on Sacramento’s American River Park-
way. Concerts start at 6 and continue until 8 
p.m. Bring your own picnic basket and blan-
ket. Bring your leashed dog. Enjoy S’mores 
compliments of Sierra Service Project! The 
events are hosted by the Sacramento Valley 
Conservancy. For more information, con-
tact  sacramentovalleyconservancy.org or call 
731-8798. Camp Pollock is located at 1501 
Northgate Blvd.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

“Hole” Lotta Love charity golf 
tournament
oct. 9:  Whether you love the game of 
golf, or just hate the mere mention of its 
name, the main focus of this golf tour-
nament is to have fun! The good news is 
that participating in this event, you will 
have fun AND you will help raise mon-
ey for a good cause. One hundred per-
cent of the proceeds raised at this event 
go to CASA Sacramento. Come out 
and enjoy the many added course activ-
ities throughout the day while support-
ing CASA and the foster youth served. 
The tournament is in the format of a 
four-person scramble and will be held 
at Teal Bend Golf Club (7200 Garden 
Hwy). The event schedule is as follows: 
11 a.m. is registration; 11:30 a.m., put-
ting contest; 1 p.m. shotgun start and a 
6:30 p.m. awards dinner/auction and raf-
fle. Reserve your spot today or sponsor 
the event. Contact Tom at 773-1938 or 
email: tom.cicchini@raymondjames.com. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 17 Open House
oct. 10: Fire Station 17, located at 1311 
Bell Ave., will have an open house from 2 to 
4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possibly mas-
cot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Fire Station 30 Open House
oct. 17: Fire Station 30, located at 1901 
Club Center Dr., will have an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Meet firefighters and possi-
bly mascot Sparky. 
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Calendar:
Continued from page 20

See Calendar, page  21
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For nearly five years, Pocket Bis-
tro at 6401 Riverside Blvd. has 
served a wide range of quality food, 
which has resulted in its consistent 
flow of customers. But as of Friday, 
Aug. 7, that flow of clientele was 
discontinued.

It was on that day that this local 
eatery ceased serving food and bev-
erages to the public.

And during the afternoon of Aug. 
12, after a five-day project to clear 
the business’s belongings out of the 
building, the old restaurant site be-
came vacant.

Although many people in the 
community were saddened by the 
sudden closure of Pocket Bistro, 
fortunately there is a happy ending 
to this story.

During an interview with this pa-
per last week, Edmund Abay, who 
co-owns the business with his wife, 
Jade, was quick to make it clear that 
his restaurant had not experienced 
a permanent closure, but was in-
stead simply preparing for a move 
to a different location.

Edmund, who is also the restau-
rant’s chef, said that the new location 
of the restaurant will be somewhere 
in the vicinity of Bel Air Market in 
the Promenade Shopping Center at 
Rush River and Windbridge drives.

But Edmund, who grew up in San 
Jose and graduated from the Cali-
fornia Culinary Academy (now Le 
Cordon Bleu College of Culinary 
Arts) in San Francisco in 1996, 
added that he is not yet ready to 
announce the precise location of 
where his business will operate, be-
yond its affirmed location in that 
shopping center.

After being asked why the Pocket 
Bistro opted to relocate to a differ-
ent location, Jade, who was raised in 
the Pocket area, said, “I know every-
one is curious. Why, why, why, why, 
why? Why are you moving? And ev-
eryone has their own little story. But 
basically it is because of the condi-
tion of that building, of that unit in 
particular. We cannot operate any 
longer under the conditions there. 
It’s getting worse and worse.”

In further explaining the situa-
tion that his business faced at its 
original location, Edmund said, 
“We came to a standoff where we 
don’t have the help from our land-
lord. We have a building that is 40 
years old with steel pipes that are 
now rotting out and they need to 
be changed. I believe that it is un-
fair that as a tenant that we pay 
for something like this (that is) 40 
years old. And we can’t take that 
hit. We are a small business and 

our revenue depends on the guests 
coming in. And when guests can 
smell a scent in the air or see that 
the toilets aren’t flushing correct-
ly, it hurts us. It hurts business, and 
people tend not to come back.

“There is only so much that you 
can do. I believe the landlord looked 
the other way. It’s upsetting that 
the landlord looked the other way. 
That’s really it. It’s upsetting to me 
that they don’t realize how much life 
we put back in that corner to where 
it was a desolate, abandoned strip 
mall. And then we brought Pock-
et Bistro in and we really brought 
some life back.”

Jade added that she, her husband, 
as well as many of their custom-
ers, are looking forward to start-

ing over with their business at its 
new location.

“Our whole focus has been on 
this plumbing thing,” Jade said. “It 
has taken up all of our focus for 
six months, and it’s been a toll on 
us. And so, this move is going to be 
so wonderful. It’s very exciting, not 
only for us, but for the customers.”

Fortunately, as Edmund notes, 
the regulars of his restaurant’s cli-
entele have proven themselves to be 
very loyal, and will thus gladly fol-
low him to the new location.

“The response (to the new lo-
cation) is positive,” Edmund said. 
“They’re going to miss us, but 
they’re going to follow us to the new 
location. There were a lot of guests 
who became friends and became 

regulars. And we’re just (relocating) 
a couple miles down the street. Our 
(regular customers) are loyal. They 
stick with us through thick and thin. 
We have a lot of guests in the Rush 
River area that I thought just lived 
around the corner. They were here 
every other day. But they do live in 
the Rush River, Windbridge area.”

Edmund added that he has some 
customers who have traveled to 
his restaurant from as far away 
as Walnut Creek, Stockton and 
Woodland.

Although Pocket Bistro will re-
open in a slightly smaller busi-
ness space, as it will downsize from 
2,750 square feet to 2,475 square 

Pocket Bistro closes doors to the public; will reopen in new location
feet, its use of space will be 
much greater.

Additionally, the new 
site of the restaurant 
should attract more clien-
tele due to its more cen-
tralized location.

Multiple times during 
his interview for this ar-
ticle, Edmund referred to 
the move as a “ blessing in 
disguise.”

At the new location, the 
size of the bar/dining area 
will be vastly increased, and 
customers will be treated to 
usual favorites such as its 
popular short ribs, chicken 
piccata and New England 
clam chowder.

The restaurant also of-
fers a variety of kids’ meals 
and several offerings for 
vegetarians.

And once situated in the 
Promenade, Pocket Bistro 
will add a third and pos-
sibly fourth evening to its 
weekly jazz, soft rock, live 
music schedule.

Edmund shared his vi-
sion for his business, noting 
that he wants it to become 
a place “where all can come 
to eat and feel that it is their 
neighborhood restaurant, 
(and) where guests buy each 
other drinks, guests can 
come in and sit down, and 
kind of that place where ev-
eryone can meet.”

One of the golden ques-
tions of the interview – one 
that many readers would 
like to learn the answer to – 
was “When do you plan to 
reopen Pocket Bistro?”

In response to that ques-
tion, Edmund said that the 
eatery will reopen prior to 
Thanksgiving, at either the 
end of October or begin-
ning of November.

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Pocket Bistro customer Delfina Monreal gives Edmund Abay a hug on his last day 
at the Riverside Boulevard eatery. Monreal plans to frequent the new location of 
the business after it reopens.

Photo by Lance Armstrong
The recently closed Pocket Bistro, which opened in the former site of Las Casuelas Mexican Restaurant at 6401 Riverside Blvd. in 2010, has plans to reopen at 
a different site prior to Thanksgiving.

Photos by Lance Armstrong
(above left) Edmund Abay guides workers as they lift a heavy box of items into a trailer in front of Pocket Bistro.
(above right) Moving day: Kitchen equipment from Pocket Bistro is loaded into a trailer on Aug. 12. The popular eatery closed on that day, but the business 
has plans to reopen in a different location.

See Pocket Bistro, page 23

And Edmund added that 
he has additional motiva-
tion to reopen his business 
soon, since Pocket Bistro 
will hold a five-year anniver-
sary celebration in early De-
cember or during the mid-
dle of January. The business 
first opened its doors to the 
public at the former site of 
Las Casuelas Mexican Res-
taurant on Dec. 27, 2010.

Pocket Bistro:
Continued from page 22



for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

BEAUTIFUL RIVERLAKE
Nice quiet Bridgeview neighborhood in gated Riverlake community. 
Well maintained 4 bedroom 3 bath home with new roof, hardwood 
fl oors, granite kitchen counters and sparkling backyard pool. One 
bedroom and bath are downstairs; master suite includes sitting 
room! Instant hot water and 3-car garage. $599,000

SUE LEE 833-5122

BRIDGEVIEW AT RIVERLAKE
Spacious home features 3 large bedrooms, 3 full baths, a 
downstairs offi ce and a large upstairs media room. Downstairs 
offi ce could be 4th bedroom. Ready for summer pool, outdoor 
fi replace and pleasant outdoor patio space.  Also includes an 
enormous 3-car garage suitable for an RV or boat $639,000  

JUSTIN DAVIS 798-3126

VALLEY HI COUNTRY CLUB
Special setting with view of the 16th hole. 4 bedrooms 3½ with 
dream kitchen - recently upgraded with granite counters and stain-
less appliances. Huge master suite includes dual sinks, separate 
tub/shower, walk-in closet. Lush courtyard entry. Lap pool, spa, 
built-in Viking grill. New solar electrical system. $667,000

JAY FEAGLES 204-7756

LIKE NEW LINDA ISLE
Prestigious Riverlake community with lake access. Wonderful 
fl oor plan, 3 bedroom 2 bath with beautiful shutters, fi replace, 
and more. Home and yard easy to maintain. Close to boat 
ramp and walking and biking trails, easy car ride to downtown. 
Immaculate home with private yard! $359,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

REMODELED RIVER VILLAGE
Amazing home in highly desired Pocket neighborhood near the 
Sacramento River and Gacia Bend Park. 3 bedrooms 2½ baths 
with large yard, big built-in pool for entertaining and RV or boat 
parking.  Features new kitchen and baths, composition roof, 
laminate wood fl oors, quartz counters and more! $449,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

CHARMING WHITE PICKET FENCES
Charming Pocket home nestled on a tree-lined street. Located 
on an oversized pie shaped lot, this home has been tenderly 
maintained and upgraded. 3 bedroom 2½bath with its spacious 
fl oor plan, cherry wood fl oors, formal dining room, 2 balconies, 
and an upgraded kitchen! $417,900

PAMELA ANDERSON 502-2729

SPACIOUS ELK GROVE
Spacious 4 bedroom plus a den, 2½ bath home. Separate living 
and family rooms. Granite kitchen with breakfast bar, updated 
appliances. 10-year new roof, central HVAC, Low E windows. 
Master suite has walk-in closet, updated bath with jetted tub. 
Splash in the sparkling pool. $389,000 

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

RIVER OAKS
Great family home; 4 bedroom 3 bath with one bedroom bath down-
stairs. 2 doors down from the wonderful Marriott Park - easy access 
to downtown - 2 eating areas and both a living room & a family room! 
Newer roof, beautiful wood fl oors and new interior paint. $409,500

MONA GERGEN 247-9555
SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

HAMPTON STATION
Woodside Home neighborhood, nice 3 bedroom 2½ bath home, 
built in 2013. Dual pane windows, dual controlled HVAC for 
upstairs and downstairs. Washer and dryer, and refrigerator 
included with the home. Within easy walking distance of Light 
Rail Station and Hampton Park. $225,000

SUE LEE 833-5122
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