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Dear readers, 
The Pocket News has enjoyed bringing 

you stories about your neighbors and about 
the history that has made up the communi-
ty you call home. What follows are summa-
ries and excerpts from some of our favorite 
stories from the past year. Also, see some 
of the best photos of the year on page 18, 
many of which were taken by our star pho-
tographer, Stephen Crowley, who has had 
six photos nominated for awards by the 
California Newspaper Publishers Associ-
ation. Additionally, movie reviewer Matias 
Bombal shares with readers the top five 
movies he has reviewed for Valley Com-
munity Newspapers since he started writ-
ing for us in 2014. Without further ado, 
here are the top stories and columns select-
ed by staff this year.

Sincerely, Monica Stark

‘Duck Lady’ saved ducks at 
Lake Greenhaven more than 
a half-century ago by Lance 
Armstrong: It has been five 
decades since the Greenhaven 
70 development began to 
change the face of the Pock-
et area immediately south of 
The Trap, the historic bar at 
6125 Riverside Blvd. And in-
cluded in part of that devel-
opment was the old clay pit 
that had become known as 
Lake Greenhaven.

Among the various old-time 
stories regarding Lake Green-
haven is that of the “Duck 
Lady.”

The “Duck Lady,’ who is bet-
ter known as Dolores Greens-
late, was among the original 
residents of Greenhaven 70.

Greenslate recalled that 
in about 1964, an effort was 
made to make the area around 
Lake Greenhaven more at-
tractive by removing its sur-
rounding brush.

“(The developers) weren’t 
building anything around 
the lake at that time, but 
they wanted to make it look 
better for potential buyers in 
the area, so they eliminated 
everything that was growing 
around the lake,” Greens-
late said. “They cleaned that 
area up all the way to the 
original soil. I was so mad 
at them when they did that, 
because these 12 to 14 (mal-
lards) were coming up and 
down these streets look-
ing for food, and digging in 
the early residents’ lawns 
looking for worms. Since 
(the ducks) had previous-
ly lived at (William Land) 
Park, they weren’t like the 
wild birds that just flew 
in and landed in the lake. 
They were domesticated. 
They were lost, and they 
came over here (to the ear-
ly Greenhaven 70 homes). I 
just felt so sorry for them, so 
I started going to (the Safe-
way supermarket, which was 
located at 5930 South Land 
Park Drive) and getting day-
old bread, and I would feed 
them that day-old bread.”

Greenslate recalled how her 
efforts to assist the ducks at-
tracted the attention of Dr. 
Merrill A. Burt, veterinari-
an at the South Sacramento 
Pet Hospital at 5651 Frank-
lin Blvd.

“It was completely out of 
(those ducks’) nature to go 
(live in) the wild when they 
had been fed all of their 
lives (at the park),” Greens-
late said. “And so, I got rec-

ognition in the newspaper 
for (feeding them at Lake 
Greenhaven). Dr. Burt had 
put in for me being the most 
humane person of the year 
for animals. 

“(Burt) had become aware 
of what I was doing (feed-
ing the mallards). I had 
brought a little female duck 
to (Burt’s) office in a towel 
that had been hit by a con-
struction truck (in the area). 
The duck ended up dying on 
the table (at Burt’s office). 
And (Burt) said, ‘Do you 
want me to take care of (the 
dead duck). And I said, ‘No, 
let me take her home. She’s 
mine, and I’ll bury her in my 
garden in my backyard. So, I 
took her home, and I cried all 
the way home. I buried her in 
the same towel in my back-
yard, so she wouldn’t get dirt 
on her face. I still know the 
exact place where I buried 
her. But anyway, that’s how 
Dr. Burt (became aware) of 
what I was doing, and nom-
inated me.”

Although Greenslate did 
not receive the award, many 
people became aware of her 
kindness to those ducks at 
that time.

In recalling her duck feed-
ing routine, Greenslate said, 
“I made it a point of every day 
I would go get bread and I 
would break it up at night and 
the next morning I would go 
(to Lake Greenhaven) wheth-
er it was raining or what-
ever. I would go over there 
and they would see me com-
ing and they would get real-
ly excited when they saw me. 
They would come running to 
me. I was known as the ‘Duck 
Lady.’ I would show up at the 
lake in a heavy coat and boots 
up to my knees and two big 
grocery bags. There was one 
duck with an injured leg, so 
I always favored him and fed 
him first.”

Greenslate said that the 
aforementioned newspaper 
article led to her bread sup-
ply being cut off by Safe-
way’s manager.

“I think the manager was 
supposed to return the old 
bread and not give it away, 
so he was probably afraid 
of getting found out (by his 
Safeway superiors) with the 
publicity of giving the bread 
to me,” Greenslate said. 
“That was the end of my 
bread supply. (Hank) Spen-
cer, (superintendent of the 
William Land Park Zoo/
now Sacramento Zoo) also 

found out about (the arti-
cle), and he came over with 
sacks of grain for me, be-
cause he had read what I 
was trying to do.”

Eventually, after several 
months of feeding the mal-
lards, Greenslate went to 
Lake Greenhaven, caught the 
ducks, placed them one or 
two at a time in gunnysacks, 
and then transported them 

The best of Pocket News 2015

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Dolores Greenslate feeds ducks in the Pocket area. 
Greenslate, who was once known as the “Duck Lady,” 
is shown in some of her original duck feeding attire, 
including boots that she wore while feeding ducks at Lake 
Greenhaven during the 1960s.

See Greenslate, page 4
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starve and die over there (at 
Lake Greenhaven).”

More details revealed sur-
rounding the mystery of the 
decapitated animals by Mon-
ica Stark: Tucked behind the 
soccer fields at Reichmuth 
Park belies a woodland area 
with an entry that is easy to 
miss, but if found, welcomes 
wanderers to a pristine and 
extensive nature area where 
some people in the past have 
hung swings from trees and 
have arranged fallen logs 
into rows of benches. Dur-
ing a typical winter, the area 
floods, hence all the bushes 
and trees. 

It’s a hidden, local treasure 
that has most recently been ex-
ploited as ground zero for five 
out of the 11 locations where 
authorities have reported find-
ing decapitated animals. Front 
Street Animal Shelter Di-
rector Gina Knepp, a Holly-
wood Park resident, has been 
on the case since the first an-
imals were found, beginning 
last year with a 120-pound 
cow’s head at Reichmuth and 
another one last December at 
Garcia Bend Park.

In The Sacramento Bee and 
during television news inter-
views, Knepp has mentioned 
that the mutilations have re-
sembled religious practices. 
In speaking with this publica-
tion, she said the best exam-
ple of this was along the Sac-
ramento River around the 
5800 block of Riverside Bou-
levard where there were sever-
al beheaded chickens, five $1 
bills splattered in blood, and 
a paper plate with strange oils 
on it. (There was) an offering 
of food, like a cornmeal cake. 
Google ‘Santeria.’ It is religion. 
(The mutilations) have the ap-
pearance of some type of re-
ligion, possibly from Afro-Ca-
ribbean practices like Santeria, 

or Macumba, which has a sim-
ilar practice in Brazil. You will 
see that activity in the Haitian 
community and Sacramento is 
one of the most diverse cities 
(in the country).”

Taking heed on that lead 
to “Google ‘Santeria,’” a 2009 
British Broadcast Company 
cultural report on Santeria, 
can be found online which dis-
cusses the Afro-Caribbean re-
ligion and animal sacrifices as 
one of its primary practices. 
“Animal sacrifice is central to 
Santeria. The animal is sacri-
ficed as food, rather than for 
any obscure mystical purpose. 
Followers of an Orisha (a man-
ifestation of a god or gods) will 
offer them food and sacrifice 
animals to them in order to 
build and maintain a person-
al relationship with the spir-
it. The process not only brings 
the worshipper closer to their 
Orisha, but makes them more 
aware of the presence of the 
Orisha within them. 

“This is a mutual process; 
the food is essential for the 
Orishas, who will die without 
being fed, and in return the 
Orishas are able to help the 
worshippers. Orishas are also 
nourished by other forms of 
worship and praise. Sacrifices 
are performed for life events 
such as birth, marriage, and 
death. They are also used for 
healing. Without sacrifice the 
religion would die out, as sac-
rifice is essential for initiation 
into the faith community and 
the ‘ordination’ of priests.

“The animals are killed by 
cutting the carotid arteries 
with a single knife stroke in a 
similar way to other religious 
methods of slaughter.

“Animals are cooked and 
eaten following all Santeria 
rituals (except healing and 
death rites, where the sick-
ness is believed to pass into 
the dead animal). Eating the 

sacrificed animal is consid-
ered a sharing with the Ori-
sha, who only consumes the 
animal’s blood, while the wor-
shippers eat the meat.

“Sacrificial animals include 
chickens (the most common), 
pigeons, doves, ducks, guinea 
pigs, goats, sheep, and turtles.

“The USA Supreme Court 
has stated that it is constitu-
tional for Santeria worship-
pers to kill animals for such a 
ritual sacrifice.”

In the interview with this 
publication, Knepp reiterated 
that constitutional right, stat-
ing: “Animal sacrifice is not il-
legal,” but, she added, “a pro-
tracted act suffering during a 
sacrifice is illegal.”

To determine the level of 
suffering, however, intensive 
necropsies would be required, 
but she hopes the perpetra-
tor will be found. “We need 
someone to turn somebody 
in.” Complicating the findings 
is when animals, like the rab-
bit which was found at 20th 
and X streets, have been dead 
for awhile, Knepp said.

As with the mutilations 
cases in Sacramento, officials 
aren’t certain if the animals 
were beheaded before or after 
they were killed. The cuts ap-
pear to have been made with 
a saw and do not appear to 
be precise and, the fact some 
bodies of animals are found 
without the heads leads one 
to question the application of 
religious practice here, as the 
BBC report and other sourc-
es indicate eating the animals 
and leaving the blood for their 
supreme being is the tradi-
tional approach. 

The question still remains, 
why were remains left in bags 
in public view? 

On Feb. 27, 2015 at 19th 
and V streets, two baby 

goats were found. “They were 
young enough to fit in a Ral-
ey’s brown paper bag. They 
were both decapitated and 
the heads were left behind. 
It’s clear that none of the kill-
ings are occurring at the loca-
tions where we find the ani-
mals,” Knepp said. 

Every once in a while, 
Knepp said discarded farm 
animals are found, but to her 
knowledge, officials have not 
seen this practice to this ex-
tent ever in Sacramento. “I’ve 
been checking with staff (who 
have been here longer) and 
they have never seen quite so 
many. In my travels, in work-
ing this case, I’ve learned 
about a high amount in Flor-
ida. In Miami, they have to 
pick up sacrifices every day. 
I’m so glad we are not there.”

Anyone with information 
about the cases is asked to 
call the City of Sacramen-
to Animal Care Services at 
808-8333.

A HeavnLy accident: No 
passersby or customers in-
jured in Pocket area crash: 
At about 2 p.m. on Sunday, 
Jan. 4, 2015, a woman named 
drove straight into Heaven-
Ly’s Yogurt. According to 
store owner David Ly, the ac-
cident damaged the store’s 
door frames. Fortunately, no 
one was injured but because a 
delay with insurance compa-
nies, the store was closed for 
four days, affecting the staff 
during that time. The Pocket 
News’ ad sales representative 
Linda Pohl was having coffee 
in the shopping center there 
and happened to snap these 
photographs. 

“It’s been a loss of income; 
our employees can’t work. I’ve 
had a lot of paperwork to do,” 
David said. “I’m glad nobody 
got hurt. Thank God no one 
got hurt or anything like that. 
You figure that’s a place where 
people walk around. We’re 
very fortunate.”

Local soccer icon wrangles 
columnist into a guest-an-
nouncer gig by Jeff Domin-
guez: My approach to writ-
ing the Pocket Watch is that 
I generally write for myself, as 
if no one else is going to read 
what I’m typing out. I think 
that makes me a little more 
fluid, a little more candid, a 
little more free to express my-
self. It also makes it a little 

more surprising when I meet 
someone, and they recognize 
me from my writing and go 
on to tell me how much they 
enjoy reading my work. 

Since my Thanksgiving 
column about the things in 
our neighborhood for which 
I’m most thankful was pub-
lished, several folks have 
made an effort to tell me that 
they agreed with me when 
I mentioned how Green-
haven Soccer Club Coach-
ing Coordinator, Wayne No-
voa, is a local treasure, and 
they’re glad to see him get a 
little recognition for all that 
he does in the community. 
It always seems like a “small 
world” coincidence when 
strangers discover a mutual 
friend between themselves, 
but Wayne knows so many 
people that I could probably 
play the Kevin Bacon game 
with anyone who lives in the 
Greenhaven/Pocket area and 
get to Wayne in two or three 
steps every time.

When we first met, Wayne 
and I realized quickly that we 
were, more or less, cut from 
the same cloth when it comes 
to civic involvement. We be-
came fast friends, and we’ve 
been roping each other into 
assisting one another with 
the various activities within 
the community that we’ve in-
dependently undertaken ever 
since. I was explaining this to 
Judy Foote, a former local ed-
ucator who happens to know 
Wayne through the local Ro-
tary group, when she came to 
my house to pick up her or-
der of tamales sold by the vol-
leyball club that I run for area 
players from 10 to 14 years of 
age. Explaining my relation-
ship with Wayne to Judy re-
minded me of my more recent 
adventures with him. 

One of Wayne’s passions 
is his work on behalf of our 
local semiprofessional soc-
cer franchise, the Sacramento 
Gold, a team once owned by 
his late brother, Richard. He 
called me one Monday morn-
ing toward the end of last sea-
son to ask if I could fill in for 
their announcer, who had a 
conflict and couldn’t make it 
to their game that weekend. I 
told him I would do it, but I 
had never been to one of their 
games. I had absolutely no 
idea what the job entailed, if I 
was just introducing the sides 
and making an occasional an-
nouncements or announc-
ing subs and fouls and corner 
kicks and, you know, exhort-

ing the fans to give us a little 
home-field advantage… I had 
absolutely no idea.

Wayne said, “We’ll have a 
script for you, and we’ll put 
you in touch with the regular 
announcer, who’s been do-
ing the games for five years. 
He has it down to a science, 
and he’ll make sure you’re 
squared away.” So I was fine 
with it. I’m not shy. It sound-
ed fun, and thought I’d be 
fine. Anyway, there is no say-
ing “No” to Wayne when he’s 
sold on an idea.

But, Thursday, Wayne calls 
and says, “Jeff, man, this is 
awkward. I just found out 
that our head coach, of all 
people, hired some DJ he 
knows who works at a ra-
dio station in Modesto, to 
announce the game we talk-
ed about. I don’t know how 
it happened. I promise we’ll 
have you do some games for 
Jose next year.” I was absolute-
ly fine with it. I tell him that’s 
great, and, actually the pres-
sure was off, and I could en-
joy the game. I tell him I’m 
still coming, and I’ll help him 
with whatever he needs.

So I arrive at the game, 
and there’s Wayne, running 
around like a chicken without 
a head. His formal role with 
the club is Community Rela-
tions Director, but, on game-
day, he becomes Chief Cook 
and Bottle Washer. There 
was this huge swim meet 
at high school where they 
play, and, with all the tents 
pitched outside, the parking 
lot looked like the Pasadena 
Flea Market. Wayne was hav-
ing a hard time clearing peo-
ple out and even just getting 
into the stadium to set up. 
We got there after 7:00 for a 
7:30 game, and they weren’t 
even taking tickets yet. So I 
spring into action and jump 
right in… I’m setting up ta-
bles and carrying stuff, wa-
ter bottles… people are help-
ing me who just showed up 
to watch the game.

Wayne comes up to me and 
says, “Can you set up the ball-
boys and ball girls?” And I 
look over, and there’s a cou-
ple dozen Sac United kids, all 
in their uniforms, on the field 
with one ball, going crazy. 
Some of them are little, little, 
like, 5 years old, and they’re all 
wrestling and going nuts. I tell 
Wayne, “Sure, I’ll go set them 
up now.” He says, “Really? You 
know what to do…???” I’m, 
like, “Absolutely. Don’t worry.” 
So he stops me before I walk 

over there, and he’s giving me 
the most detailed instructions 
for the kids, what line to stand 
on, how they should hand 
the ball to the players rather 
than throw it to them, where 
to put the extra balls by the 
goal… Time is ticking, and 
Wayne was showing no sign 
of finishing his instructions 
anytime soon, so, finally, I just 
walk away, right in the middle 
of one of his sentences.

I go up to the kids, and 
they’re still crazy, like, drunk 
from the freedom of running 
around in a big stadium with 
no supervision and just go-
ing wild. So I begin calm-
ing them down, and I’m try-
ing to figure out, in my head, 
how far apart they should be 
spaced, based on the num-
ber of kids we have. I line 
them up in order of height, 

and there’s 23 of them, so I 
put them 15 yards apart, one 
in the back corner of the end 
zone, one on the five, the 20, 
the 35, the 50, then down… 
the 35… the 20… etc. When 
I finish one side, I count how 
many it took, so I can figure 
out how many I have for the 
end zones if I duplicate the 
pattern on the side. It sounds 
like a simple job, but it took 
a lot of figuring, and I didn’t 
think math would be in-
volved in this evening.

I’m alternating the kids by 
size, a big one, a tiny one, a 
big one, a tiny one, so the big 
ones can help the little ones. 
By now, the scoreboard is set 
up, and I look up and see the 
game clock is ticking down. 
Six minutes to the start of the 

Greenslate:
Continued from page 3

back to their previous home 
at William Land Park.

Greenslate said that a 
short time after she had re-
turned the ducks to the 
park, she was contacted by 
(Greenhaven 70 developer) 
Jack Parker.

“(Parker) said to me, ‘Mrs. 
Greenslate, you can’t do that.’ 
And I said, ‘Why can’t I do 
that? Do you realize what you 
did when you brought (the 
ducks) over here? You just 
left them to fend for them-
selves, and they were domes-
ticated and used to being 
fed at the park. You can’t do 
that!’ It really bothered me. 
I couldn’t just let (the ducks) 

See Soccer, page 6

Animals:
Continued from page 4

See Animals, page 5
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game, and I’m not even halfway 
through! 

A gentleman with a walkie-talk-
ie approaches me and says, “Hey Jeff, 
I’m Ruben Mora.” “Hi,” I say, briefly 
turning my attention from the kids. 
We shake hands, and he says, “Uhh, 
Wayne asked me to come over and get 
you, because the announcer we hired 
didn’t show up, so they need you up 
in the booth to announce. The players 
are lining up in five minutes.”

“Okay,” I say, “Wait. What...???”
Not wanting to appear nonplussed, 

I tell him, “Sure. Uh… let me finish 
with these kids, and I’ll be right there.” 
His eyes narrow, and he says, “We re-
ally need you up there now.” I say, “I’ll 
hurry and be there in one minute.”

So now, all the niceties are off 
with the kids. “You? There!... YOU, 
THERE.” We’re all practically jog-
ging around the track now, still in 
by-height formation. A big one, a lit-
tle one. One from the front, then one 
from the back. I finish up, and they’re 
asking questions, “Yes! No! Just use 
your judgment… Bye!” One of the 
kids is little Kathryn Maebori, my set-
ter and team captain from the Drag-
ons Volleyball Club team I coach. 
She’s smart and responsible. “Kath-
ryn is in charge!” I say, as I break into 
a jog away from them. As I pass the 
kids, like Burma-Shave signs around 
the field, they’re looking at me not ful-
ly sure of their specific duties. I swear 
one says, “What a jerk” as I trot by.

On my way up to the booth, I lit-
erally have to cut through the line of 
players marching out onto the field to 
be introduced—by me. When I reach 
the bottom of the bleachers, I almost 
knock over both Julia Marie Padilla, 
7, AND her mom, who are patiently 
waiting at midfield to sing the nation-
al anthem. I dash up the stairs, and 
people are recognizing me, “Hey Jeff!” 
“Hey!” I say back, “How’s it going?” 
and “Long time no see!”

I get into the booth. “Alright, where’s 
my binder? Where’s my script? Where 
are the rosters? Guys I’ve never seen 

before in my life are pointing me 
through two doors, and into a chair. 
They’re like an Indy 500 pit crew. I 
sit down, and in front of me is a long, 
narrow, stainless steel counter, one 
of those desk microphones with the 
rectangular talk button built into its 
base… and nothing else. 

A guy says, “Hi, I’m Rico, You gotta 
announce the national anthem! Julia 
Marie Padilla! She’s 7 years old!”

“LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
PLEASE RISE AND REMOVE 
YOUR HATS AND WELCOME 
7-YEAR OLD JULIA MARIE PA-
DILLA, AS SHE SINGS THE NA-
TIONAL ANTHEM OF THE 
UNITED STATES!”

The crowd politely applauds. As Julia 
is belting out the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner with impressive vibrato, I’m asking 
Rico, “Where’s my script???!!!” Rico ap-
pears to have been plucked from the 
crowd like I was, and he shrugs his 
shoulders and yells back at me, “I don’t 
know!” He pulls out a walkie talk-
ie, and shouts into it, “Where’s the an-
nouncer’s script?!” I hear Wayne reply, 
“There IS no script. We emailed it to 
the other announcer! I’ll be up there in 
a couple of minutes!”

“O’ER THE la-aaand of the 
FREEEEEE…!”

A guy who looks a bit like Barney 
Fife in street clothes is sitting there 
with what appears to be the scoreboard 
controls and scorekeeping papers. He 
introduces himself as “Bruce”. Then, in 
what seems like the slowest speech ca-
dence I’ve ever experienced in another 
human being before in my life, he says, 
“Say,… I… have… the… lineups… 
on… this… here… scoresheet. I… 
suppose… you… could… use… it… 
to… introduce… the… “Give me that 
thing, man!” I break in. “OF THE… 
brave!!!”

I thank Julia Marie and her mom 
and begin to introduce the line-
ups. The names are scratched out as 
though Bruce were writing a prescrip-
tion. In between names, I’m asking 
for clarification, so there is a pregnant 
pause between players, as though I’m 
waiting for the nonexistent applause 
to die down. Bruce can barely read his 

own writing. “Todd Bailey” and “Jus-
tin Middlemiss” are no problem. But 
I’m totally winging it through “Mano-
lo Pina” and “Gabino Carranza, Jr.” I 
glance up, and I can see the players 
looking into the booth at me, like, 
“This guy is a frickin’ idiot.”

Anyway, I get through that, and I’m 
just calling out corner kicks, throw-
ins, and fouls. There’s a couple of yel-
low cards to spice things up (one of 
which was for a dive, which I LOVE!). 
And I had fun with the goals. “EU-
REKA!” I say, “Jason Jones strikes 
GOLD…!!!” That is my “Put-it-in-
the-book-and-send-him-to-da-line!” 
signature tagline that Ruben and I de-
veloped at the dinner table earlier this 
week, you know, before I was told that 
there was no way that I was actually 
going to announce the game. 

When Wayne finally comes up to 
the booth about 10 or 15 minutes into 
the first half, he says, “Hey! You’re do-
ing a great job, but I need some shout-
outs to our sponsors!” 

“Wayne!” I tell him, “I have no idea 
who our sponsors ARE!” He laughs 
like everything is great and reaches into 
his back pocket and hands me a folded 
up old program. “Read them off from 
here!” But then he notices that some 
of those sponsors aren’t sponsors any-
more, and he sits down to handwrite 
a list. “KOMBAT INK… UM, FOR 
ALL YOUR SILKSCREENING 
NEEDS!” I remark to the mic, sound-
ing, I’m sure, not nearly as smooth as 
I think I do.

My son, Ruben, walks in midway 
through the first half, which also makes 
things a lot better. He was working a 
shift in the newsroom at Channel 40 
that night, and I didn’t plan on seeing 
him at the game at all, but he drove 
over during his dinner break. So he’s 
kind of feeding me lines and making 
fun of me as I deliver them. 

The game turns out to be a blast. 
We win, 2-0, to finish atop the league 
and advance to the playoffs! It was re-
ally a fun and exciting game, very chip-
py! They knocked probably our most 
dominant player out of the game in 
the first half with a tackle from be-
hind on a “clear path” breakaway. But 

we were just better on every posses-
sion. The other team had one player 
who looked like an MLS player com-
pared to everyone else on his team. 
Every time he got the ball, it seemed 
like he would just cut through every-
one and take it into the box and shoot. 
It literally took three guys to stop him 
every time. But, clearly, the most in-
teresting storyline of the night was all 
about me.

Afterward, Wayne walks up and 
says, “Great job!” as though there 
hadn’t been an earth-shattering cri-
sis involving my sole function at the 
game. “Thanks. You too,” I reply.  It re-
minded me of the Looney Tunes car-
toon with the sheepdog and the coy-
ote, who, after killing each other all 
day, greet one another with a deadpan 
“Goodnight, Sam” and a “Goodnight, 
Ralph” at the end of their shift, punch-
ing out at the time clock as though all 
the craziness that had just occurred 
was just another day at the office.

And that, in a nutshell, is what it’s 
like to be a friend of Wayne Novoa.

Elks Hawaiian Luau to feature 
special show, music on Aug. 21 by 
Lance Armstrong: The Elks Lodge 
No. 6 building was the site of a Ha-
waiian luau on Aug. 21, 2015. And a 
special feature of the evening includ-
ed performances by singer and guitar-
ist Doug Meredith and the Island Es-
sence Hawaiian Dance Duo.

The event also included a no host 
bar, dinner, with kālua pork, teriya-
ki chicken, Chinese chicken salad, 
steamed rice, macaroni salad, rolls 
and dessert.

During an interview with this pa-
per prior to the event, Doug, spoke 
about the entertainment portion of 
the luau.

“I will sing a handful of Hawaiian 
songs at 7 p.m., and then our Polyne-
sian-style floor show will begin about 
7:15 (p.m., and will continue until) 
about 8 o’clock,” Doug said. “Then af-
ter that, I will be singing all different 
types of dance music from 8 o’clock 
to 11 o’clock. Waltzes, rock ‘n’ roll, 

cha-cha, maybe a little bit of 
country music, as well. It’s all 
basically stuff that people, age 
60 through 90, grew up with. 
The reason I like to focus on 
that type of music is that the 
lyrics are nice, the melodies 
are nice and the sentiments 
are nice. A lot of more mod-
ern music is very aggressive.”

After being asked to name a 
few familiar songs that he will 
be singing, Doug said, “Most 
of the ones during the floor 
show are Polynesian language 
songs. They wouldn’t recog-
nize those (songs), but as far 
as the listening music goes, I 
will sing ‘Blue Hawaii,’ also 
‘Beyond the Reef,’ and I might 
even throw in ‘Tiny Bubbles.’”

Doug said that he had not 
planned on performing at a 
luau at the local Elks lodge, 
since his Polynesian music 
and dance group had called 
it quits six years ago and he 
has since mostly focused on 
events featuring ballroom 
dancing music.

“(Polynesian music) isn’t 
what I do as a rule now, be-
cause we disbanded our Poly-
nesian group, (the South C’s 
Island Revue),” Doug said. 
“We performed thousands of 
shows (from 1981 to 2009).”

However, the local Elks 
lodge persuaded Doug to do 
another luau with two of the 
dancers that he worked with 
who are still dancing.

In regard to his experience 
in music, Doug explained that 
he became involved in music 
at a very young age.

“I’m a lifelong, full-time mu-
sician and singer,” Doug said. 
“I was born in Long Beach, 
California. On Christmas in 
1962, when I was 5 years old, 

my parents gave me a Hawai-
ian ukulele and a Tahitian 
drum called a fa’atete.

“I switched to guitar in 1965 
at age 7 or age 8. My grandfa-
ther (Edward Simchick) gave 
me a Hawaiian steel guitar.

“I switched to electric gui-
tar in 1966. I had what was 
called a (Teisco) Del Rey 
electric, solid body guitar. I 
practiced very hard and be-
gan forming my own group 
with older people, and per-
forming locally in recreation 
houses and places like that. 
I had my first paid perfor-
mance on Valentine’s Day in 
1968. That group was called 
The Unknowns, and they are 
still unknown. We were play-
ing Beatles and Beach Boys 
music. Our first performance 
was in Sacramento in a rent-
ed hall of some kind. It was an 
event put on by some ladies 
in the neighborhood. They 
hired my young group to play, 
and they charged admission 
and then they paid us part of 
the admission fee. I was only 
10 years old.”

After being asked when his 
family moved to Sacramento, 
Doug said, “My father (Pete 
Meredith) was part of RCA, 
the electrical company, and he 
would travel and install (air-
port) runway lighting sys-
tems. The first time we came 
here was when (runway work 
was being performed at) the 
Executive Airport, and he was 
in charge of putting in run-
way lights. And we left, and 
we went to various cities, and 
then we came back and finally 
stayed here permanently.”

As Doug progressed as 
a musician during his teen 
years, he began performing in 
Polynesian-style floor shows 

Photo courtesy of Don Meredith
Singer and guitarist Don Meredith and his wife, a dancer named Evelyn Kahealani, 
performed as two-thirds of the entertainment at the Hawaiian luau at the Elks 
lodge on Aug. 21, 2015. The program included dancer Leilani Ahulau (not 
pictured).

Elks:
Continued from page 6

Soccer:
Continued from page 5

See Elks, page 7

See Luau, page 8
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at the Zombie Hut restaurant at 5635 Free-
port Blvd. in 1973.

And in recalling that time of his life, Doug 
said, “When I was 15, I already knew how to 
play the Hawaiian and Tahitian music. My 
parents would drive me (to the Zombie Hut). 
I was too young to drive and they would drive 
me to (that restaurant) and I would join a mu-
sician there named Uncle Willie. He was run-
ning the floor shows there, and I would ac-
company him on guitar, and then at 2 a.m., my 
parents would come and pick me up and take 
me home. They were very supportive, and then 
I was making some money, so they were in fa-
vor of that.”

Eventually, Doug would perform various 
times at the Zombie Hut throughout the 
years, until 1986.

Doug, who graduated from John F. Kennedy 
High School in 1975, also recalled perform-
ing in Hawaii.

“I traveled over to Hawaii at age 17 and 
began playing with the floor shows at the 
hotels,” Doug said. “And at various schools 
and colleges, we would put on cultural floor 
shows with Hawaiian dancing and Tahitian 
dancing, and Hawaiian, Tahitian and New 
Zealand Maori (music). I went back a few 
times. I did it primarily in about half of 1975 
and part of 1984.”

In speaking about his aforementioned ball-
room dancing music performances, Doug 
said, “What I do nowadays is I travel from city 
to city within a 100-mile radius of Sacramen-
to, and I perform for dance organizations that 
hold their own dances, and I play ballroom 
dancing music. I perform as a solo artist un-
der my own name, Doug Meredith. I usual-
ly do one-night performances at many differ-
ent cities.”

Doug, who has never worked in any other 
field but music, spoke about his career as hav-
ing been sort of a financial rollercoaster.

“It’s up and down, up and down, along with 
the economy,” Doug said. “When the economy 
goes bad, people don’t have money, and they 
hire me fewer times. And when the economy 
is booming, I get lots and lots of jobs. I save all 
my money for times when it’s low.”

And in discussing his future in music, Doug 
said that he plans to retire when he is 75.

But he added that he intends to take a differ-
ent direction with his career when he turns 60.

“At age 60, I want to finally focus on staying 
home and writing my own music and record-
ing,” Doug said. “That’s what I’m going to fo-
cus on two years from now. And it’s because 
to make a living as a fee-for-service musician, I 
have to travel and perform all the time. And I 
don’t really have the chance to focus on bring-
ing music out of my heart and putting it in a 
listenable form. I always have to travel or per-
form music that people are familiar with, in-
stead of original music.”

In being that he plans to become a record-
ing musician in two years, Doug, who has 
performed at many other luaus at the Elks 
building, was asked if this could possibly be 
the last time he performs Polynesian music 
at this venue.

“It could be the last Polynesian show at the 
Elks,” Doug said. “This is the smallest (show). 
We only have two dancers (Leilani Ahulau and 
his wife, Evelyn Kahealani). We used to per-
form with eight dancers or more. I know for 
sure that I will not be doing any more Polyne-
sian shows once I turn age 60. I might still play 
ballroom music, just because I have to earn a 
living. But I’m going to focus on writing and 
recording at that point.”

But for at least one more night, on Aug. 
21, 2015, Doug and his Polynesian dancers 
joined together at the Elks lodge to enter-
tain guests at a luau.

Eks members share chili cooking secrets 
and love of the lodge by Monica Stark: 
With a slight breeze in the air on the evening 
of Sunday, Jan. 25, 2015, the smell of barbe-
cue ribs spread through the Elks Lodge No. 6 
parking lot as chefs Erica Jones and husband 
Bryson Wilson prepared 144 servings of ribs 
for about 100 Elks members and their guests 
who got their appetites wet before dinner with 
more than 20 tastings of homemade chili at 
the Elks’ annual chili cook-off. 

A benefit for the Elks Lodge No. 6 and its 
many scholarships it gives to local students, 
the chili cook off and the rib dinner brought 
together some of the best in Southern cooking 
the Pocket neighborhood gets to experience – 
and it happens every year with cooks vying for 
bragging rights. 

At the cook off, a close call runoff vote was 
had between judges over Karen del Real’s Pe-
ruvian bean chili and Anita Neves’ Tex Mex in-
spired specialty. With one vote to break the tie, 

Karen’s chili took the lead. In an in-
terview with the Pocket News about 
her big win, Karen said she’s been 
making chili for a “long, long time” 
and that the winning chili is her Un-
cle George’s favorite. “I won first place 
last year and he absolutely loved it. It 
really is a special treat. So I am going 
to call him right away and tell him. 
He lives in Woodland. I’ve been mak-
ing chili dogs since I was a teenager 
and he has always loved my chili. So 
it’s really special for me. This is real-
ly great, all the friends here. It’s real-
ly wonderful.”

Also speaking about family tradi-
tions and how they’ve influenced her 
chili, having entered her dish for the 
third year, Anita said she “finally got it 
right. It was a run off between me and 
Karen for first place. It was really great 
for me. We do this to help our lodge. 

Winning is always fun. We’re big on 
Tex Mex and chili back in Oklahoma. 
My mom (Veda) used to make it all 
the time.” 

The third place winner was Pock-
et resident Conrad De Castro whose 
chili, like both the first and second 
place winners, is the end result of a 
lot of tinkering over the years. “I fi-
nally got it to where I like it, where I 
know what the outcome is going to be. 
It may not suit other people’s tastes, 
but I like it and my friends like it. So, I 
don’t change it anymore. So it’s perfect 
the way it is as far as I’m concerned.” 

With spirits high and tummies full 
of tasty chili beans, the camaraderie 
between the Elks members and their 
friends at this event was perhaps the 
biggest highlight for even the first 
place winner.

“(The chili cook off is) so much fun. 
I’ve met a lot of great cooks here. Oh 
my gosh,” Karen said. “It’s just awe-
some and it’s more because we’re just 

friends. I would have been equal-
ly happy if they would have won as 
well. It’s just a great cause, obviously. 
(We’re) fundraising for the lodge. It 
always goes to charities we do.”

Speaking fondly about the Elks 
Lodge No. 6, of which he is on the 
board of directors, Conrad said the 
nonprofit “has a definite set of tradi-
tions and values that are consistent 
with being an American to begin with 
and that’s galvanizing a lot of the com-
munity here, especially in Pocket. You 
have a galvanizing effect over both 
conservative as well as liberals and in-
dependents in this neighborhood. We 
have a very homogenous member-
ship here in the Elks. We have a credo 
that follows the principles and values 
of Elks. We are very community ori-
ented, so we watch out for each other. 
We watch out for our members. So, 
yeah, we’re all good people, hopefully. 
We don’t allow not good people into 
our lodge.” 

After everyone in attendance got 
their plates of ribs and chili, it was an-
nounced that there were leftover ribs 
and that “bags of bones” were being 
sold for $5, which turned out to be a 
popular take home treat. 

Asked to discuss the secret for the 
rub she puts on the ribs, Erica (who is 
the lodge’s kitchen manager), said it’s 
really basic: just salt and pepper. “It’s 
funny. People always ask me the same 
thing. (It’s good) as long as you have 
a good marinade and you make sure 
your meat is really thick. The thing is 
you have to take all the muscle off the 
meat. That’s really the key to make it 
tender. It’s before you even do any-
thing. The marinade and the rub is 
for the flavoring. For the tenderness, 
I clean my meat really, really well. 
After that, the seasoning takes over. 
We put on our barbecue sauce dur-
ing the last 10 minutes of cooking to 

Chili:
Continued from page 8

See Chili, page 9

Luau:
Continued from page 7

See Cookoff, page 10

Visit www.ci.galt.ca.us for more information 
or call 209-366-7115 

A CELEBRATION OF BIRDS
Free Admission
Local Food Vendors
Arts and Crafts Vendors
Free Children’s Activities All Day
Tours to various local preserves
including specialty tours
Wild Animal Presentation
Guest Speakers

McCaffrey Middle School
997 Park Terrace Drive 
Galt CA 95632
www.ci.galt.ca.us

Saturday, January 23, 2016
8am - 4pm

Winter Bird Festival
9th

Great Blue Heron
Sign up for tours NOW!

http://www.eventbrite.com/o/9th-annual-galt-winter-bird-festival-5425312193

Got News?
e-mail editor@valcomnews.com
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WOW LOOK AT ALL THIS SQ FEET FOR THIS PRICE AND AN 
UPDATED KITCHEN!!!!WONDERFUL SOUTH LAND PARK

RANCH STyLE HOmE. UPDATED KITCHEN, NEW CARPET,
FRONT ROOm WAS USED AS FORmAL DININg ROOm. SUN-
ROOm OFF THE FAmILy ROOm AND ADDED ONTO RECRE-
ATION ROOm W/PELLET STOvE NO HEAT OR AIR IN THIS

LARgE ROOm bUT SELLER WILL LEAvE PERSONAL A/C. 

S e e  a l l  o u r  l i s t i n g s  a t  w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

 743 SHOREbREEzE DRIvE • $879,950
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

15 RAmbLEOAK CIRCLE • $339,000
LESLEy DE bARRENA • 747-4224

4320 DUKE DRIvE
Tasteful ly updated home in Co-
rum Village- Hollywood Park area. 
Lovely touches - Crown Molding, 
deep baseboards, two-tone paint. 
Updated and remodeled kitchen 
includes cabinets, tile & appliances. 
Updated bathroom. $286,600
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

www.cookrealty.net • (916) 451-67024305 Freeport Boulevard, Sacramento

341 CRUISE WAy
Great and rare opportunity, large duplex 
in the Pocket across from Didion school. 
County records are not accurate, agent 
measures a total of 3,025 sq. ft, buyer to 
verify, agent not held responsible. Cruise 
side 2 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, sepa-
rate family and living rooms. $399,000
PATRICK SCHANK • 

418 PImENTEL
Wonderful custom single story 4 
bedroom and 3 full baths located in 
desirable Pocket area. Home boasts 
an open floor plan looking into a huge 
living room. $499,000
mEENA CHAN LEE • 837-9104
ARLENE mOUA • 838-3489

REAL ESTATE SCHOOL
★ LoW inTroDUCTory CosT
★ sTarT anyTiMe
★ LiVe CLasses

Call: Ed Daniels •451-6702

PROPERTy mANAgEmENT
★ MonTHLy CasH FLoW
★ TenanT sCreeninG
★ MainTenanCe

Call: brittany Naucke• 457-4907

A D D I T I O N A L  L I S T I N g S

19 SHADy RIvER CIRCLE
Magnificent updated single family 
home located in Greenhaven area, 
close to schools, freeway, and many 
amenities. new dual pane windows, 
interior paint, dishwasher and granite 
counter tops for kitchen and bath-
rooms. $368,000
vICTOR LIN • 600-3388

945 ROEDER WAy
Beautifully remodeled 1960s contem-
porary/ranch style. Prized location on 
quiet street in the heart of the Little 
Pocket area. Kitchen, master, both 
baths remodeled. 2 car garage with 
extra storage. 3bd/2ba + family room 
with great natural light. $479,000
JAmES WALKER • 607-0519

30 yUbA RIvER CIRCLE
single story halfplex on quiet street. 
new flooring in kitchen and baths, 
newly painted exterior,carpet in 2013, 
new roof in 2010, newer range/micro-
wave. Great room floor plan with large 
family room. Kitchen has dining bar 
and a breakfast nook. $289,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

SOLD

F o r  o v e r 
4 0  y e a r s

w w w . c o o k r e a l t y . n e t

2 bLUE DUN COURT
spectacular Lake Front Home! enter 
Front Door To 20’ Ceilings With a
View over Pool and Lake! Formal Liv-
ing area W/room For Grand Piano! 
Large Family room With Fireplace 
and open To The Updated Kitchen. 
Great Home/Views! $970,000
SUSIE K. PARKER • 768-8494

SOLD

PENDING PENDING

PENDING

PENDING

give it a little extra flavor be-
cause a lot of it burns off, so 
you don’t want to put it when 
you start cooking; you want 
to put it on during the last 
10 minutes. Also, you have to 
make sure you poke holes in 
your meat so that your juices 
sweep through the meat.” 

Interjecting, Bryson, a New 
Orleans native, said he’s been 
making ribs all his life but 
that since he’s been married to 
Erica for the past 13 years, he 
learned “she has better skills 
than me.”

“I taught him how to barbe-
cue,” Erica added.

It was just that kind of 
friendly competitiveness that 
made for the best southern 
cooking under one neighbor-
hood roof.

Water policy protest hits 
Little Pocket: Dozens dem-
onstrate “2nd California 
Water Summit” outside the 
Westin Hotel by Monica 
Stark: Demonstrators from 
as far north as Lake Shasta 
and from as far south as the 
Los Angeles area converged 
on the sidewalk on River-

side Boulevard in front of the 
Westin Hotel on two morn-
ings last June. Their cause: 
Water is a human right and 
it should not be controlled by 
those with money and pow-
er. Meanwhile, inside the ho-
tel was the “2nd Califor-
nia Water Summit” in which 
government officials and pri-
vate investors converged to 
talk about water policy. But 
the cost to get in was $1,495 
for the four-day summit and 
many of the demonstrators, 
who were from various Native 
American tribes, have been 
feeling left out of discussions 
such as these for too long. 

“Fight, fight for your rights. 
Fight, fight for water rights,” 
they chanted in the Little 
Pocket neighborhood, as in-
side the hotel investors and 
governmental officials dis-
cussed how $7.5 billion can 
be distributed through the 
state due to the passage of the 
Water Quality, Supply and 
Infrastructure Act of 2014. 
The Act, which signals “in-
vestments in water” and the 
“long-term sustainable sup-
ply and delivery of that wa-
ter are critical to California’s 
future,” was a benchmark of 
success deemed by the Ed-

mund Gerald “Jerry” Brown 
Jr. administration. 

The supporting organi-
zation for the conference, 
West Coast Infrastructure 
Exchange, “was created by 
Governors and Treasurers of 
the West Coast states (Cali-
fornia, Oregon, and Wash-
ington) and the Premier of 
British Columbia to pro-
mote the type of new think-
ing necessary to solve out in-
frastructure crisis. Its board 
consists of senior represen-
tatives of the Governors and 
Treasurers of the member 
states and the Executive Di-
rector of Partnerships Brit-
ish Columbia.”

According to the event 
website, funding from the 
$7.5 billion statewide water 
bond will “create a multitude 
of new project opportunities 
and redefine the way Califor-
nia state and local govern-
ments use and invest in so-
lutions to address the water 
crisis; and fund these new 
water infrastructure proj-
ects ... Only stakeholders in-
timately aware of the lat-
est insights, lessons learned, 
and how to maximize project 
fundability from successfully 
(public and privately) funded 
water projects will succeed in 
this climate.”

Those very words of exclusiv-
ity and ownership surrounding 
every living thing’s basic need – 
water – was the very thrust of 
the protestors’ spirit. 

Spokesperson Caleen Sisk, 
chief and spiritual leader of 
the Winnemem Wintu Tribe, 
resides near Lake Shasta and 
discussed the purpose of the 
protest as follows: 

“We feel that it’s unfair to 
hold the water meetings and 
exclude most of the interest-
ed parties that invest in peo-
ple. Especially the tribes, they 
have not talked about Califor-
nia tribal water rights. They 
are talking about senior water 
rights and rights before 1914 
and they have excluded the 
talks about the native Califor-
nia people’s water rights and 
to hold it here, at the Westin, 
is out of the way, excluded. It 
costs $1,500 to get in there to 

attend the meetings and they 
had a limited number of peo-
ple in there who could register, 
so it’s not an open registration 
even if you had $1,500. There 
was a cutoff date you had to 
know about and they’re going 
to be discussing the $7.5 bil-
lion water programs for Prop. 
1, which includes Shasta Dam 
raise, the tunnels. Most peo-
ple want to restore the Del-
ta, the fisheries, Golden Gate 
salmon, and the tribes should 
have a place on that agenda. 
Tribes or environmentalists 
should be heard about dig-
ging up the Delta.”

At the protest, members 
from the Winnemem Win-
tu, Pomo, Wailaki tribes were 
present as well as Hawaiians 
who stood in solidarity with 
those concerned about the 
delivery of water. Living near 
Lake Shasta, a source of wa-
ter for the Sacramento River, 
Caleen said she’s particularly 
concerned about how water 
is distributed because of the 
salmon. “The salmon have to 
live in the Delta and if they are 
planning on diverting all the 
water from the Delta, which 
the tunnels can do, then the 
salmon can die.

Lake Shasta is very low 
and hasn’t recovered and it 
is still being drained. It was 
at 33 percent (of its capacity) 
earlier and it will probably be 
a lot less. The river is full, the 
Sacramento River. That wa-

Cookoff:
Continued from page 9

See Water Summit, page 12

Photos by Monica Stark
Shown here is a protestor outside the Westin Hotel joined by others who were protesting the “2nd California Water 
Summit,” a water policy meeting that cost about $1,500 to attend for the entire program, which was held June, 2015. 
Demonstrators felt left out of important water policy discussions.
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� is is not a sales seminar. It is a 25-minute 
educational presentation that focuses on the 
importance of advance funeral planning and 
all of the options available, including Veteran’s 

bene� ts, cremation, and burial choices as 
well as key consumer advice. In addition to 
a catered meal, each attendee will receive a
FREE Emergency Planning Guide.

East Lawn Funeral Homes,
Cemeteries & Crematory
Reservations Required
Please RSVP for the day of your choice.
Seating is limited to 30 attendees per seminar.

25 Minute Educational Presentation
and a Free Luncheon

www.EastLawn.com

F R E E   L U N C H E O N   S E M I N A R S
Sierra Hills
Memorial Park
5757 Greenback Lane,
Sacramento, CA 95841
RSVP: (916)732-2020 or on-
line at www.EastLawn.com
Wed, January 27 @ 11:30 a.m.
Wed, March 23 @ 11:30 a.m.

East Lawn Memorial 
Park & Crematory
4300 Folsom Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA 95819
RSVP: (916)732-2000 or
on-line at www.EastLawn.com
Friday, February 5 @ 11:30 a.m.
Friday, April 8 @ 11:30 a.m.

Andrews & Greilich
Funeral Home FD136
3939 Fruitridge Road,
Sacramento, CA 95820
RSVP: (916)732-2026 or
on-line at www.EastLawn.com
This presentation will be in 
English and Spanish
Wed, February 17 @ 11:30 a.m.
Wed, April 13 @ 11:30 a.m.

ter comes from the north to 
fill that river and that water 
is going down south through 
the aqueducts to agribusi-
ness farms. 

“Our biggest message is 
that the California peo-
ple, the good-hearted peo-
ple, have to start paying at-
tention to what’s going on. 
They have to start relying 
on information that is out-
side the government and so 
far we’ve been trained to be-
lieve the government will 
take care of us and deliver 

the water the way they need 
to. I think people need to 
wake up and see this is not 
a fight between salmon and 
water. This is not a fight be-
tween L.A. and Northern 
California because the pro-
jection of the water that’s 
going to be there is for five 
new communities in the 
desert, for two new frack-
ing mines and the rest of it 
will be brokered. 

“I think that (the general 
public) could wake up and 
they need to wake up, but I 
don’t know if they will. We’re 
just a little minion tribe. 
We’re not considered scien-

tists, but generations of our 
people have been here and 
we know what the weath-
er is. We live the weather. 
We don’t live in an artificial 
community. We know when 
the grass turns brown. We 
know when the flowers come 
up. We know that the flower 
is supposed to be there and 
what the flower means in re-
lation to the salmon that is 
coming up river. Most peo-
ple don’t know what water 
tastes like anymore.”

Another one of the pro-
testors, Dan Bacher, has 
been writing about water is-
sues for many years for such 
websites as Daily Kos, Al-
ternet, the California Prog-
ress Report, and for such 
print publications such as 
the Sacramento News and 
Review. He is also the edi-
tor of the Fish Sniffer mag-
azine. He’s currently work-
ing on a critical book about 
Governor Brown and his en-
vironmental policies, which 
is expected to be released 
within the next year. “It’s go-
ing to be about his environ-
mental policies. It will show 
a picture of the oil spill, and 
right under it there will be 
a bunch of dead fish and a 
dried up lake.” 

As an environmentalist, a 
writer and a lover of fish-
ing, Dan visits many lakes, 
which he says are current-
ly full. “Rancho Seco lake 
is full. Lake Valley reser-
voir; Fuller Lake was brim 
full last Friday ( June 26). I 
went to Union Reservoir on 
the Stanislaus River. It was 
the highest I’ve ever seen it.  
Rollins Lake on the Bear 
River is full. Water agencies 
that planned ahead – that 
practiced conservation – 
they were able to bump re-
lease the minimum stream 
flows to keep the fish go-
ing during the drought. 
The ones that squandered 
their water, sent it south in 
2013, 2014, and again this 
year. I did an investigation 
and found they were filling 
Southern California reser-
voirs with the water they 
stole from Folsom even 
though they knew we were 
in the worst-ever drought.

“The media talks like 
these are separate projects. 
The tunnels are not a sep-
arate project. The tunnels 
project is designed in con-
junction with the Shasta 
Dam bridge. One facilitates 
the other. “They’re trying to 
build twin tunnels and send 

(water) to the agricultural 
folks in Southern Califor-
nia. They need storage, so 
they are going to raise the 
Shasta dam. Our argument 
is that it doesn’t make a lot 
of sense because if you don’t 
have any water, you don’t 
have any water to store. You 
can build the tunnels, but it 
isn’t going to create the wa-
ter. But Brown is commit-
ted to this anyway. I think 
he’s betting on having wet-
ter winters ahead and also 
hoping the people are stu-
pid and don’t wake up and 
don’t realize you can’t create 
something out of nothing.”

Elks building in the Pocket 
dates back to the 1970s by 
Lance Armstrong: The Sac-
ramento Elks Lodge No. 6 
building at 6446 Riverside 
Blvd. is one of the grand land-
marks of the Pocket area.

Many longtime Sacra-
mentans recall that the lo-
cal Elks previously main-
tained their headquarters in 
an even grander landmark – 
the 226-foot-tall, brick and 
steel building at the northeast 
corner of 11th and J streets. 
That structure was dedicat-

ed as the new home of Sac-
ramento Elks Lodge No. 6 on 
June 22, 1926.

The era of the Elks’ exis-
tence at 11th and J streets 
ended in the 1970s, and plans 
were made for a new home for 
the local organization.

Having sold the 11th and J 
streets building, Sacramento 
Elks Lodge No. 6 began that 
new chapter in its history at 
its present Riverside Boule-
vard building.

Although that structure 
does not have the grandiose 
aesthetics of the old 11th and 
J streets temple, the structure, 
which encompasses about an 
acre of property, is nonethe-
less a high quality building 
with various amenities.

The main feature of the 
building is its combined 
rooms, which include the Riv-
erside Room, the Florin Room 
and the Lodge Room. These 
rooms can also be opened up 
for use as one large room.

Available for rentals, the 
combined rooms also include 
a 50-foot by 50-foot hard-
wood dance floor and a 46-
foot by 16-foot stage.

Additionally, all members 
have access to a fitness cen-
ter, which includes an indoor 
pool, Jacuzzi, steam room, rac-
quetball and handball courts 
and a weight room.

Other amenities include 
a library and meeting room, 
a lounge with a full bar and 
small dance floor, a patio and 
barbecue area, a kitchen and a 
game room.

As for telling the story of the 
establishment of an Elks lodge 
in the Pocket, information was 
gathered for this article, the 
most important of which was 
a chronological summary of 
the building project written 

by Garry T. Vivaldi, then-Elks 
state trustee and exalted ruler 
of the lodge in 1956 and 1957.

The road to the Elks depar-
ture from its downtown sky-
scraper began on Jan. 17, 1967 
when Otto Steinbrenner, Jr., 
city chief building inspector, 
via a letter, informed the Elks 
Lodge No. 6 Hall Association 
that its temple would need to 
be improved to meet the then-
present building codes.

In recalling that time in the 
local Elks history, Vivaldi wrote, 
“For approximately three years, 
we procrastinated on what 
course to pursue in this mat-
ter. Would we attempt to raise 

money to make necessary im-
provements to meet the build-
ing code standards or should we 
continue in our efforts to pur-
chase new land in a desirable lo-
cation and build a new home?”

On Aug. 25, 1970, the pros 
and cons of selling the long-
time home of the Elks were 
discussed during a regular 
meeting. 

During the following year, 
the local Elks’ building com-

mittee met various times 
with the McKeon Construc-
tion Co. regarding a possible 
build-to-suit and lease back 
arrangement in the Stonelake 
area, near the site of a then-
future portion of Interstate 5.

The lodge made major 
moves regarding its down-
town temple in 1972, with 
the first of those moves com-

Water supply:
Continued from page 10

Elks building, page 13

Elks building:
Continued from page 12

See Ed Mauricio, page 15
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ing on April 4, when membership ap-
proved a resolution to sell the build-
ing and its land.

Then on Nov. 1, 1972, a sale oc-
curred, when A&A Key and Builders 
Supply and B and B Enterprises pur-
chased the building and property for a 
net sum of $250,000.

But in being that the lodge would 
have become homeless without its old 
building, an arrangement was made to 
lease back three floors of the structure 
for five years.

That arrangement called for the 
lease to begin on Dec. 1, 1972 and ter-
minate on Dec. 1, 1977.

Considerations were given for var-
ious potential sites for a location of 
a new lodge building, among which 
were 10 acres in the Natomas area 
along Interstate 5 and property in the 
Campus Commons area near Califor-
nia State University, Sacramento.

On June 11, 1974, local Elks 
members voted, 112-8, to purchase 
about a 15-acre site at the lodge’s 
present location.

An application was filed with 
the city Planning Commission on 
Aug. 14, 1974 for the purpose of 
acquiring a special permit to have 
a “private club” constructed in an 
agricultural zone at the northwest 
corner of Riverside Boulevard and 
Florin Road.

A kickoff rally for the new building 
fund was held in the lodge’s Mirror 
Room on Feb. 13, 1975.

Highlights of that event included 
steaks that were grilled on a barbecue 
on the fire escape and the presenta-
tion of a wheelbarrow with 300 sil-

ver dollars that was wheeled into the 
room by Francis W. Silva, past exalted 
ruler, as a donation to the new build-
ing fund.

In reflecting on that time in the ef-
forts to have a new Elks lodge con-
structed, Vivaldi wrote: “The year 
1975 was a critical one of the build-
ing committee. Much had to be done 
by way of designing the building, in-
side and out, location of building on 
property, type of building, interi-
or considerations of location of of-
fices, athletic department, bar, ban-
quet hall, lodge room, library, pool 
room, conference areas, kitchen and 
numerous other items, and most im-
portant of all – the financing of the 
building program.”

Members of the lodge approved a 
contractual agreement for building 
design services on Oct. 23, 1975, fol-
lowed by the grand lodge’s approval 
to proceed with the construction of a 
new building on Jan. 8, 1976.

On Dec. 14, 1976, membership ap-
proved the borrowing of $600,000 for 
the financing of the new building.

Ten days later, a formal application 
to the grand lodge designated plans 
to expend $1,055,000 for the new 
Elks structure and the execution of a 
$600,000 mortgage at a 9 ¼ percent 
interest to be repaid in 25 years.

A groundbreaking ceremony for the 
building was held on Jan. 15, 1977. At 
the gathering, Exalted Ruler Richard 
Sanderson turned over the first shov-
el full of dirt with the same embossed, 
jewel encrusted shovel that was used 
for the groundbreaking of the 11th 
and J streets temple.

The construction of the build-
ing initially progressed rapidly, but 
progress would be temporarily de-

layed in August 1977, as it was de-
termined that the parapet walls 
surrounding the mechanical units 
on the roof were insufficient for 
their purposes and thus needed to 
be revised.

During the final meeting at the 11th 
and J streets temple on Nov. 8, 1977, 
a resolution was approved for the bor-
rowing of an additional $135,000 for 
the building project.

Furniture and fixtures that would 
not be used at the new building were 
sold at an auction held at the down-
town temple on Nov. 12, 1977.

Two weeks later, many Elks mem-
bers dedicated a day to moving the 
remaining Elks property from their 
former home to their new home on 
Riverside Boulevard.

The first lodge meeting in the new 
building was held in the conference 
room on Dec. 13, 1977, as the lodge 
room had not yet been completed.

Following its eventual completion, 
the present home of Sacramento 
Elks Lodge No. 6 was dedicated on 
April 21, 1979. And the mortgage 
for the present building was burned 
in 1991 after the sale of the lodge’s 
additional property created funds to 
pay the balance of that mortgage.

Ed Mauricio recalls life in Riverside-
Pocket area in the 1920s, beyond 
by Lance Armstrong: At 92 years 
old, Riverside-Pocket area native Ed 
Mauricio is a rarity, as he is one of the 
few people who can tell firsthand sto-
ries about life in that area during the 
1920s and 1930s.

It was because of that point that he 
was asked to share some of his mem-
ories of his life with readers of the 
Pocket News.

During his interview with this 
publication, Ed said that there is 
a possibility that he was born at a 
roadhouse that was located a short 
distance north of the old bar, which 
is known today as The Trap.

“I could have been born at home 
(at the roadhouse on the old River-
side Road),” Ed said. “I don’t know. 
I know the doctor used to make 
home calls.”

Ed was the youngest of the children 
of Manuel Mauricio and Carrie (Nev-
is) Mauricio.

His siblings, in order of their births, 
were Beatrice “Bea”, Isabel, Manuel 
and Herman.

Ed, who is the last survivor of these 
featured Mauricio family members, 
experienced hardship in the early part 
of his life, as his father died when he 
was 5 years old and his mother died 
five years later.

After being asked to speak about 
his parents, Ed said, “I don’t remem-
ber that much about my parents. It 
was pretty hard on my mother tak-
ing care of us. I figure we were on 
welfare. And I think the (St. Ma-
ria) Church – the old church down 
there on (today’s) Pocket Road – 
helped us out.

“We lived (in the roadhouse) un-
til my dad passed, then we moved 
to the home there across the street 
(at 5890 Riverside Blvd. on the 
west side of the road near the le-
vee), where Wesley Silva lives. We 
moved to that house when I was 
about 5 or 6.”

Ed said that his father operated a 
33-acre ranch that was located on 
the east side of the roadhouse, and 

Ed Mauricio:
Continued from page 13

See Pocket in the ‘20s, page 19
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by law. CTeC registered & Bonded. please call 
for yr appt. today. Irene Senst (916) 640-3820, 
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adverTise  your renTals

Call Melissa 
at 429-9901 (916) 505-4673 

We offer FAST PICKUP at a location
that is conveniently located near you.

handyman 
holiday clean-up specials!!
rain guter cleaning– Concrete removal (patio, 
driveways, borders, etc.) rain gutter cleaning, pressure 
washing/power spray, hauling, yard work,  painting, 
tree & shrub removal, clean-up, fence repairs, light tree 
trimming, & more. ref avail. Call Les at 838-1247. 18
yrs. exp.specials for seniors. licensed

handyman
handyman services
No job too small. Make your “to-do” list and give me 
a call. electrical, plumbing, Tile, Sheetrock,plaster, 
Stucco, repairs and remodeling, you name it! lic#
908942. call steven at 230-2114.

Jan’s TuToring
School Counselor and Teacher of 30 years
Burnham_Jan@yahoo.com $25 an hour. I can give 
your child a reason to do better in school, help them 
and motivate! 831-277-3727.

TuToring

2016 annual Japanese American Citizens League (JACL), 
Sacramento Chapter, Crab and Spaghetti Feed; January 30, 
2016, 6 p.m., Sacramento Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside 
Boulevard, Sacramento, 95818. Doors open at 5 p.m. $50, 
general ticket; $10, ages 6 to 10; free, 5 and under. Please 
join us for all-you-can-eat food and fun with raffle prizes, 
games, and a performance by UC Davis’s Bakuhatsu Taiko 
Dan group. Contact Janice Luszczak (916) 903-6645 or 
janice.luszczak@gmail.com for tickets or information. 

To the members of the 
1966 class of

C.K. McClatchy High School 

McClatchyreunion66@yahoo.com
Facebook:

McClatchy High school class of 1966

50 year REUNION is in October 2016.
We are looking for you, 

PLEASE contact us

CALL AND 
PLACE YOUR 

EVENT TODAY! 
(916) 429-9901

34th Annual

Spring Craft Faire
Saturday, March 5, 2016

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   FREE

Over 60 Crafters!
Great shopping for speciality gifts!

Mission Oaks Community Center
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

972-0336 • MORPD.com

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL
SACRAMENTO SOUTH
WINTER CRAb FEST

Sat. Feb. 6th, 2016
St. Mary’s Giovanni Hall 

58th & M Streets
Doors open 6 p.m. • Dinner 7 p.m.

ALL YOU CAN EAT CRAb!
Silent&live Auction

 Advanced Ticket Sales Only  916-427-6751 
sisacramentosouth@soroptimist.net

The Big Short  
The MPAA has rated this R

Paramount Pictures offers 
“The Big Short”, the true 
story of four separate Wall 
Street wizards that predict-
ed the financial crisis in the 
middle of the year 2007 that 
lead to the collapse of many 
big banks. Armed with this 
knowledge, they embark on 
the concept of a credit de-
fault swap to pitch against 
the CDO market.  This had 
never been done before. It 
brought them ridicule from 
the experts in the CDO 
market who were clearly not 
prepared for this slingshot 
hit from David to Goliath. 

An all-star cast is assem-
bled in key roles bringing this 
story to life under the clev-
er direction of Adam McKay, 
the man behind the “Anchor-
man” movies. McKay also has 
co-written the screenplay for 
this with Charles Randolf 
based on the book by “Mon-
eyball” author Michael Lew-
is, “The Big Short: Inside the 
Doomsday Machine”. The 
cast that weaves in and out 
of this cleverly mounted pro-
duction includes Christian 
Bale, Steve Carell, Ryan Gos-
ling, Brad Pitt, Marisa To-
mei, Hamish Linklater, and 
Finn Wittrock. 

With all of these fine actors, 
this movie is never dull for a 
moment.  Its quick cutting 
adds to the sense of impend-
ing financial doom for the 
banking business. In wonder-
fully quirky little asides, the 

Matias Bombal’s Hollywood
actors often break the fourth 
wall, look directly at you in 
the audience, and give you a 
note of explanation which 
helps advance the story or 
give you some needed back-
ground about individuals that 
you are about to meet on the 
screen. 

Occasionally, the narrative 
stops completely and you are 
given an explanation of cer-
tain Wall Street terms, such 
as when we are transport-
ed to a high rise apartment 
where we see lovely actress 
Margot Robbie as herself in 
a bubble bath toasting you 
with champagne, explaining 
directly to the audience ex-
actly what a CDO is. Later, 
Anthony Bourdain, as him-
self in a kitchen, uses day-old 
fish as a metaphor to explain 
an aspect of the financial 
market. Perhaps my favor-
ite moment of oddness ar-
rives when Selena Gomez is 
seen at a gambling table with 
a tenured Wall Street expert 
explaining the process of big 
banking side bets. The jux-
taposition is memorable and 
just the right kind of odd. 

With all of these elements 
you have a highly entertain-
ing movie, but this really is 
Steven Carell’s movie for his 
performance is wonderful. 
The world of high finance 
has never been an interest 
of mine but this excellently 
made movie kept my inter-
est from start to finish, never 
waning. It is a freshly mount-
ed humor-infused look at a 
real horror story.  

Matias Bombal’s top 
10 movies of 2015 

As often happens near the 
end of the year we start to ex-
amine what transpired in this 
now elapsed year that remain 
present in the mind. Might 
some of these moments have 
offered something of merit 
that would make them mem-
orable still? In a society so 
geared to “what’s next?” I offer 
some movie titles that made an 
impression that may stand the 
test of time, at least for me.

The first movie I reviewed 
in 2015 was a sci-fi musi-
cal called “The Ghastly Love 
of Johnny X”, the last, “The 
Hateful Eight”.  A remark-
able connection between the 
two: in this now all digital 
age, both films were actually 
released on motion picture 
film prints for theatrical dis-
tribution. A photograph-
ic process, not an electron-
ic one. In between those two 
cinematic bookends of 2015 
here’s what I liked the most. 
There were other excellent 
films with fine acting, to be 
sure, but these are the ones 
that I remember with fond-
ness; beginning with special 

categories first, before giving 
away the top ten over all.

Honorable mentions for 
films that did not make the 
top 10, but were considered: 
“The 100 Year Old Man 
that Climbed Out the Win-
dow and Disappeared” and 
“Black Sea”.

Best foreign language movie: 
“Labyrinth of Lies”;  best doc-
umentary:” Meru”; best use of 
3-D:”The Walk”. In numer-
ic order from the very best on 
down, here are the top ten. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The Best Picture of 
2015:
1. Youth 
2. Ex Machina
3. Danny Collins
4. Pawn Sacrifice 
5. Love and Mercy 
6. Mr. Holmes 
7. The Water Diviner 
8. Inherent Vice 
9. Kingsman: The Secret 
Service 
10. The Intern

Send your event announcement for consider-
ation to: editor@valcomnews.com at least two 
weeks prior to publication.

Little Hats, Big Hearts looking for 
newborn and preemie knit hats
Now until Jan. 15: Calling knitters, cro-
cheters and loom knitters of all ages. The 
American Heart Association Sacramen-
to Chapter is calling for handmade lit-
tle red hats in preemie and newborn siz-
es. Hats need to be completed and delivered 
to the Sacramento Chapter Office locat-
ed at 2007 O St., 95811 no later than Fri-
day, Jan. 15. “Little Hats, Big Hearts” is a na-
tionwide campaign of the AHA, bringing 
awareness to the babies who are born with 
heart ailments and heart defects. All hats re-
ceived will be distributed locally in February 
2016 as part of Go Red Month. This event 
is also being hosted on Facebook as “Little 
Hats, Big Hearts” for Elk Grove and Sacra-
mento. Enjoy being part of this special proj-
ect. Participants in Elk Grove will have des-
ignated drop-off locations to be announced 
in the Elk Grove Citizen and Facebook. For 
more information, contact Teresita Valadez 
at teresitagabriela@yahoo.com.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

The Sacramento Traditional Jazz 
Society (STJS) monthly music event
Every second Sunday of the month, STJS 
has music at the Elks Lodge No. 6, 6446 
Riverside Blvd., from noon to 5 p.m. Each 
month STJS has a different bands, there 
is three different rooms to listen to music.  
Nominal fee for members is $8; non-mem-
ber price is $10.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Nar-Anon meeting for families 
and friends
The group meets to learn about drug abuse, 
share problems, encourage the addict to seek 
help, replace despair with hope, improve the 
family attitude, help regain your self-confi-

dence. For more information, call the First 
United Methodist Church at 446-5025, ext. 
101. Meetings are Tuesday evenings from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m., 2100 J St.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Rotary Club South meeting
The Rotary Club of South Sacramento 
meets at noon for lunch every Thursday at 
Iron Grill, located at 2422 13th St. (Broad-
way and 13th Street).  Rotary is one of the 
largest service organizations in the world 
dedicated to community service both locally, 
and internationally.  Please call JR Springer 
at 425-9195 for additional information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Beginning tai chi gong
These exercises use the principle of chi flow-
ing properly throughout the body to main-
tain the equilibrium of yin and yang. Reg-
ular practice of these forms will develop 
better balance and flexibility, gain strength, 
promote deep relaxation, and improve 
health. This beginning class will also learn 
the 24 Yang Style Tai Chi and Yi Jing, a tra-
ditional Health Qi Gong. Pre-registration 
and prepayment required or $7 drop-in fee 
at the door. Class will be held on Tuesdays 
from 4:00-5:00 pm at ACC Senior Services, 
7334 Park City Drive. For more details, call 
(916)393-9026 ext 330, www.accsv.org.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Widow persons monthly buffet 
and social
Widowed Persons Association of Califor-
nia, Newcomers’ Buffet and Social is open to 
any and all widows and widowers, the third 
Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. The buf-
fet will be held in the private dining room at 
the Plaza Hof Brau, corner of El Camino and 
Watt Avenue, cost varies as the choice is from 
a no-host buffet menu. There is no charge to 
attend the social other than the meal chosen. 
For more information, call 916 972-9722. 
Widowed Persons Association of California, 
Sunday Support, is open to any and all wid-

ows or widowers, every Sunday from 3 to 5 
p.m. in the meeting room of the WPAC of-
fice, 2628 El Camino Avenue, Ste. D-18. En-
ter from the back parking lot. For more infor-
mation, call 916 972-9722. Saturday, Nov. 7, 
Widowed Persons Association of California 
Workshop, “Coping with the Holidays,” 2 to 
4 p.m., the doors open at 1:30 p.m.. A second 
session will be held Tuesday, Dec. 1, from 7 
to 9 p.m., doors open at 6:30 p.m. The work-
shops will take place at 2628 El Camino 
Ave., Ste. D-18. Enter from the back park-
ing lot. For more information or to register, 
call 972-9722.

January

Sam Brannan Middle School - 
Parent-Student Visitation Days
Jan. 7, 12, 13, 14:  All visits begin at 8:30 a.m. 
To schedule a visit please call 264-4350 x1001. 
All 6th grade students and their parents are in-
vited to come explore the Sam Brannan cam-
pus, visit classrooms and meet our outstand-
ing teachers and students.  Plan to experience 
a day in the life of a Sam Brannan student. 
Come and see why Sam Brannan should be 
your choice for middle school! Sam Brannan 
Middle School is located at 5301 Elmer Way, 
95822; Sambrannan@scusd.edu
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Pocket Little League deadlines 
and dates of importance
Skill assessments are just around the cor-
ner and all players in divisions. Single A and 
higher must attend at least one of the skill 
assessment dates. T-ball players do not need 
to attend a skill assessment. Skill assess-
ments will be held at Conlin Sports Com-
plex on Jan. 16 and 23. If you have not yet 
registered for the 2016 season you can ei-
ther register online or in person at one of 
the skill assessments. Required documen-
tation include three proofs of residency, all 
fees paid and a copy of your child’s birth 
certificate in order for them to participate 
in the skill assessment. No exceptions, so 
please read the requirements carefully. All 
coaches applications are due. If you are in-
terested in coaching and have not yet sub-
mitted your documents please complete the 

coaches application and volunteer form and 
email them to jreid.pll@gmail.com no lat-
er than Friday, Jan. 8. Pocket Little League, 
P.O. Box 22724, Sacramento, 95822.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music at noon
Jan. 13: Free music programs, offered at West-
minster Presbyterian Church at noon on 
Wednesdays. This week enjoy music by Curvd 
Aire Brass Quintet with Organ and Percussion!
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical 
Society general meeting
Jan. 14: Susan Goss Johnston  will discuss “The 
Records Behind the WW I Draft Registration 
Cards” from 7 to 9 p.m. Christ Community 
Church, 5025 Manzanita Avenue, Carmichael, 
6:15 to 7 p.m. Pre-meeting Open Table Discus-
sion. Visitors always welcome! For more infor-
mation, go to info@rootcellar.org
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

American Poetry Writers Read at 
Luna’s Cafe
Jan. 14: Starting at 8 p.m. at Luna’s Cafe, 
1414 16th St., there will be a reading by 
American Poetry Writers, including: Sue 
Daly, Francis Knoll, Crystal Lorraine Shel-
ton, Jason Henderson, and several others. 
American Poetry Writers study the work of 
the great poets of our past and use this work 
as inspiration for their own poems. Geoffrey 
Neill, editor and publisher of Little M Press, 
editorial staff member of Tule Review, and a 
regular second Thursday night host at Luna’s 
Cafe, will be the emcee for this special read-
ing. There’s no fee or ticket required for entry, 
but Luna’s Cafe requests that audience mem-
bers purchase one drink minimum to attend. 
Luna’s Cafe is owned and run by Art Luna 
and staffed by his wonderful team. After the 
feature, there is an open mic and other poets 
will join in to read their own poetry.  The res-
taurant is located between N and O streets, 
at 1414 16th St. http://lunascafe.com/
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

Wild West Crab Feed
Jan. 16: Bring out your boots, chaps, and 
cowboy hats and join in to support Sacra-
mento County foster youth. This lively crab 
feed features all-you-can-eat crab; lots of ex-
citing auction and raffle prizes; music and 

dancing by DJ Hustle Elliott Leach; a fabu-
lous dessert auction, and much more. Cur-
rently, Sacramento County has over 2,500 
children placed in foster Care and nearly 
100 children currently on a waiting list for 
a CASA volunteer. For every $1,500 raised 
a foster child will receive a CASA volunteer 
for an entire year. The feed will be held at St. 
Michael’s Episcopal Church, 2140 Mission 
Ave., from 5:30 to 10 p.m. Tickets are  $65. 
For more information, call 875-6606.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music at noon
Jan. 20: Free music programs, offered at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church at noon 
on Wednesdays. This week enjoy music by 
harpsichordist Faythe Vollrath.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Time Banking! Community Skill 
Exchange
Jan. 23: Join a community system where 
people share their skills and talents with 
time banking, where 1 hour = 1 time cred-
it. Make new friends and learn about Time 
Banking at Belle Cooledge Library, 5600 
South Land Park Drive. There will be a pot-
luck dinner from 6 to 7:30 p.m. There will 
be a question and answer period. Visit com-
munityskillexchange.timebanks.org or email 
info@csetimebank for more information.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Music at noon
Jan. 27: Free music programs, offered at 
Westminster Presbyterian Church at noon 
on Wednesdays. This week enjoy music by 
Voices 3 Plus 2 (three light-opera singers, a 
pianist & narrator).
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Chinese New Year Celebration 
(Year of the Monkey)
Jan. 30: From noon to 5 p.m. at Hiram Johnson 
High School Auditorium, 6879 14th Ave. Sac-
ramento 95820, the Chinese New Year Celebra-
tion Association will present an afternoon with 
dragon dance and martial arts, cultural enter-
tainment, community exhibits, arts and crafts, 
food vendors, children’s games. Tickets are avail-
able at door:  $6 adults, $1 children under 12. 
For more information, visit www.cnyca.net or 
call Vicki Beaton at 601-7511.
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
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that his father’s ranch was 
one-third of a once larger 
property.

“It was (formerly one prop-
erty) and they split it three 
ways,” Ed said. “I don’t remem-
ber who (originally owned the 
property). There was a man 
we used to call Black John. He 
was one of (the ranch owners). 
Then there was my father. I 
don’t know who the other per-
son was (who owned the third 
ranch). And I don’t know who 
bought the acreage, but they 
split it three ways. (The ranch-
es) were all about the same 
size. They were all Portuguese 
who owned the properties.”

The Mauricio ranch had 
wheat, grapes, alfalfa, and 
some orchards, which includ-
ed peach trees.

Following his father’s death, 
Ed moved with his aunt and 
uncle, Tony and Lena Silva, 
and their children, Wayne, 
Arlene and Harlan, into the 
house where Wesley Silva 
now resides.

During his grammar school 
years, Ed was a student at the 
old Sutter School, which is 
now home to Cabrillo Civic 
Club #5 at 4605 Karbet Way.

Ed said that he lived in that 
house until he was about 11 
years old, at which time he 
moved to (the Merced Coun-
ty city of ) Gustine, where he 
worked on a dairy farm milk-
ing cows.

“I went to a dairy and that 
was a bad time in my life,” Ed 
said. “I felt like maybe (his 
aunt and uncle) didn’t want 
me anymore. I went to work 

for the Souzas in Gustine. I 
don’t remember their first 
names. I was milking cows. 
I would get up in the morn-
ing and go to school and then 
when I was 13, I got sick and I 
was still milking cows. I got to 
where I was milking 13 cows 
a day. I got down to one cow, 
and my uncle who happened 
to come by, he brought me to 
Sacramento and took me to 
the doctor and they put me 
on medication.

“What I remember was 
I thought the doctor said I 
had Asian flu. I know I was 
sicker than a dog. I lost a lot 
of weight. It took me about 
six months for me to get my 
weight back. When my un-
cle brought me back, I went 
to my grandma’s house in the 
Pocket and I stayed with my 
grandma (Mary Nevis) for a 
while. My oldest sister, Bea, 
got married (to King Silva) 
and then I moved in with her 
in the old house there where 

Wesley lives. I was still about 
13 then. I stayed there until I 
went and joined the Navy (in 
August 1942).”

Photo by Lance Armstrong
Ed Mauricio grew up in the Riverside-Pocket area in the 1920s and 1930s.

Pocket in the ‘20s:
Continued from page 15

Photo by 
Stephen Crowley

Faith Presbyterian 
Church held its 
Second Annual 
Walk4Water on 
Sunday, March 22, 
2015. The walk began 
at Faith Church, 
625 Florin Road, for 
a 2-mile roundtrip 
walk to the Cabana 
Club South private 
swimming pool, 6615 
Gloria Drive. Walkers 
experienced what it is 
like for most people 
in developing nations 
around the globe to 
fetch water every day. 
They carried an empty 
water container one 
mile and filled it up at 
the pool and returned 
to the church and 
emptied their load 
into the courtyard 
fountain. 

Best photos of the year

Photo by Monica Stark
Members of the John F. Kennedy High School band provided wonderful entertainment during 
the annual Spirit of the Pocket 4th of July parade.

Alice Birney 
Waldorf School 
celebrated an 
evening of 
wonder on 
Friday, Oct. 30, 
2015 with a 
candlelit path 
and magical 
stories and skits. 
There were also 
delicious food, 
Waldorf-inspired 
art, a petting 
zoo and a 
pumpkin patch.

Photo by Stephen Crowley

Photo by Stephen Crowley 

Chad Sweitzer 
left John F. 
Kennedy 
High School 
as principal 
last year 
for an area 
superintendent 
position at the 
district level. 
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for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®

COZY FREEPORT MANOR
Lovely refi nished hardwood fl oors throughout this cute 3 
bedroom 1 bath home.  Welcoming entry into living room with 
fi replace and dining area.  Central heat and air conditioning 
and clean 1-car attached garage.  Very cute!
$229,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

 SOUTH LAND PARK TERRACE
Conveniently located on a corner lot in a wonderful South Land 
Park neighborhood. 3 bedrooms 2 baths, 1453 square feet with 
open fl oor plan, living room fi replace and dual pane windows. 
2-car garage, bonus room and RV access.
$449,000

CHRIS BRIGGS 834-6483

AMAZING ACRE GREENHAVEN LOT
Custom home on one of the biggest lots (.33 acre). Rare 
3-car garage! Spectacular lot with built-in pool, spa, gazebo. 
Gorgeous private yard. 3 bedrooms down and 1 bedroom 
upstairs. Fantastic remodeled kitchen, high-end appliances, 
low-e windows, new hardwood fl oors. Wow!
$510,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

 QUALITY BUILT ELK GROVE
Amazing 3 bedroom 2 bath single story home. Amazing remod-
eled kitchen and baths.  Open fl oor plan, hand scraped exotic 
acacia hardwood fl oors, custom cabinets, and much more. 
Nearly 2 acres, open space, equestrian trails, Pleasant Grove 
Elem and HS, Albiani Middle School.
$479,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

 DUTRA BEND
Ready for you to enjoy! This 4 bedroom 3 bath two-story home 
features newer paint, carpet and refi nished hardwood fl oors. 
The great open fl oor plan is just what you are looking for! Open 
and spacious, there is plenty of room for everyone
$449,000

PAULA SWAYNE 925-9715

 SOUTH LAND PARK HILLS
Cute 3 bedroom 2 bath home that is move-in-ready!  Wonderful 
South Land Park neighborhood.  The work is done, refi nished 
hardwood fl oors, new tile, new paint and carpet. Sweet, spa-
cious and private backyard, central heat and air, 2-car garage. 
A delightful home!
$349,900

JAMIE RICH 612-4000

 BRENTWOOD VILLAGE
Convenient Brentwood Village 3 bedroom home. Cute as a 
button and ready for you to start making memories. Beautiful 
hardwood fl oors, a cozy fi replace and a skylight in kitchen to 
brighten your day! Inside laundry room and spacious backyard. 
Attached garage.
$229,500

SHEILA VAN NOY 505-5395

 PARK PLACE SOUTH
Desirable Park Place South 2 bedroom 2 bath, single story 
halfplex. New carpet and vinyl fl ooring. Fresh interior paint. 
New window coverings. HOA dues include roof, exterior paint, 
front yard lawn and shrub maintenance, and tennis courts. 
Seller will provide a one year home warranty
$254,000

CONNIE LANDSBERG 761-0411

 LIKE NEW LINDA ISLE
Prestigious Riverlake community with lake access. Wonderful 
fl oor plan, 3 bedroom 2 bath with beautiful shutters, fi replace, 
and more. Home and yard easy to maintain. Close to boat 
ramp and walking and biking trails, easy car ride to downtown. 
Immaculate home with private yard!
$345,000

MONA GERGEN 247-9555

for current home listings, please visit:

DUNNIGANREALTORS.COM

916.484.2030 
916.454.5753

Dunnigan is a different kind of Realtor.®
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